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Older Citizens Monitoring Group (OCMG) holding their regular meeting during  
June 2017 at the EEPNA office, Addis Ababa 

 

Summary  

EEPNA, in partnership with Help Age International, was one of the beneficiaries of the EU CSF II 

programme launched to support Ethiopian CSOs to engage in the development and democratic 

processes of the country. The programme has created a conducive environment for EEPNA to undertake 

well-organized and comprehensive advocacy and lobby campaigns for the rights and wellbeing of older 

people. In addition to interventions at country level, EEPNA was able to voice the concerns and interests 

of its members in global campaigns undertaken to request and influence the ratification and realization 

of the Universal Convention for Older People.     

Project Objectives  

The overall objective of this project was to contribute to improved governance that respects the rights 

of older women and men and to ensure their contribution to the democratization and national 

development processes in Ethiopia.  

Results 

The project supported and facilitated dialogue forums, awareness-raising sessions, established networks 

and platforms for older people, policymakers and action groups at all levels. These activities have 

resulted in enhanced understanding of policymakers and the general public about the rights and 

entitlements of older people. They have contributed a lot in strengthening and creating a vibrant 

umbrella organization that effectively advocates for the recognition and protection of the rights and 
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entitlements of elderly citizens in Ethiopia and ensures their access to basic needs. Result areas that can 

demonstrate the achievements include the following: 

 Facilitated the representation of older people in a consultation dialogue at the Prime Minister’s 

Office Policy Reform Unit on the revision of the CSO Proclamation. Their participation helped 

the Unit to consider the challenges specifically faced by vulnerable groups due to the 

restrictions placed in the proclamation. The newly issued CSO Proclamation removed the 

restrictive terms and provided a more conducive policy framework based on the suggestions 

from the civil society sector, including the vulnerable groups such as older people. Similarly, 

EEPNA organized 138 meetings and dialogue sessions with top government officials of relevant 

Ministries, the media and policymakers to influence policy formulation and review. 

 In response to the demand for organizing older people into associations, EEPNA supported and 

facilitated the establishment of a new Older People’s Association for Dire Dawa City Council. The 

association has 870 members, enabling older women and men to demand more inclusive 

development, and to monitor progress towards the realization and fulfilment of their rights in a 

structured and effective manner.  

 As a result of the paralegal training provided as part of the project in all regions, volunteer 

paralegal groups are providing older people with legal services. As the selected and trained 

paralegal groups were given opportunities to experience and understand the legal system, they 

are now in a position to provide sound legal counselling to the victims of abuse and violence, 

and to facilitate referral linkages to authorized law enforcement institutions. Moreover, 

comprehensive campaigns were undertaken to create awareness and enable older people to 

break the silence when their rights are violated, and contact paralegal volunteers to access free 

legal services. Realizing the vital role such paralegal units play in the community, most law 

enforcement units of the government are now collaboratively working with them and providing 

the necessary support.  

 The project undertook campaigns, mainly during the World Elderly Abuse Awareness Day, and 

invited top government officials to such events. Messages were produced and broadcast via the 

media on the prevention of violence against older people, and the consideration of their needs 

in policy reviews. The media were also encouraged to play a more supportive role, and as a 

result the media’s reporting on older people’s issues and the overall partnership have improved 

and strengthened.  

 

Impact 

 The implementation of this project has led to a reduction in incidences of discrimination and 

abuse against older people through the enactment of more inclusive policies and improved 

democratic governance practices. The GTP-II and urban productive safety net programmes are 

now being implemented with the interests of older people in mind.  

 The capacity of Older People's Associations (OPAs) at regional and local levels has been 

strengthened to the extent that they have major influence in policy formulation and review 

processes, especially in relation to social accountability, good governance, gender equity, and 

human rights issues. 
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 A discernible change in the attitudes of community groups known to have previously had less 

regard for older people has been achieved. The awareness creation sessions, the media 

engagement, inter-generational knowledge and skills transfer dialogue forums have all 

contributed to a better understanding of the needs and rights of, and respect for, older people.  

 

 EEPNA members commemorating the World Elder Abuse Awareness Day on 
15th June 2017 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 

 

Key Information 

Programme  : 10th EDF European Union Civil Society Fund II 

Implementing Partner : Ethiopian Elderly and Pensioners National Association (EEPNA with the Co-      

applicant HelpAge International 

Total EU contribution : EUR 227,000.00 (100% of the total project budget) 

Project Duration : 28 Months 

Name of the Project : Enhancing older people and their institutions’ capacity for improved 

governance and sustainable development in Ethiopia  

Target Groups : EEPNA board members, targeted regional Older People’s Associations (OPA), 

sector ministerial offices, care and support partners and older people of 

Ethiopia  

 


