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Intervention by Guillaume CHARTRAIN
Chargé d’affaires ad interim , European Union Delegation

First Political Dialogue under the Forest Partnership
June 29, 2023
EUROPEAN UNION

DELEGATION TO THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA
The Right Honourable Prime Minister of the Republic of Uganda
Honourable Ministers present,
Representatives of other EU Member States, 

Representatives of other Ministries, Departments and Agencies of Government,
The media, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I am deeply honoured to contribute to this inaugural Political Working Group Meeting of the Forest Partnership, on behalf of the European Union and the Ambassador Jan Sadek, and I wish to applaud your steadfast leadership and unwavering commitment in bringing this initiative to life. Your efforts are indeed a testament to your dedication, both to the partnership with the European Union and to the Forestry conservation, and for this, we are profoundly grateful.

Before we go into the specific topic of today, which is the political validation of the roadmap of the Forest Partnership, let us first pause and reflect on the milestones that have led us to this momentous occasion.

Few months ago, on November 8 2022, at the COP27 organized in Sharm-El-Sheikh, the European Union signed with five countries, including Uganda, the first five Forest Partnerships, as a testimony of our commitment to protect the green lungs of our planet. This followed the pledge taken the year before in Glasgow, during the COP26, when the European Union committed €1 Billion as a 5-year support package from the EU budget to help partner countries to protect, restore and sustainably manage forests worldwide, thereby upholding the promises of the Paris Agreement.
With these partnerships in place, we envision achieving the European Green Deal's objectives and the Global Gateway – the EU’s sustainable connectivity strategy. This includes enhancing the role of forests in the bio-economy and nurturing our trade flows of wood material. 

When the President of the European Commission, Ursula Von der Leyen, ratified the Memorandum of Understanding with the five selected countries, including Uganda, she left us with an empowering thought: “This is not the end of something; this is the beginning of something.”

Here we are. The Government of Uganda, through the Ministry of Water and Environment, and the EU Delegation in Kampala, have invested immense efforts in turning this agreement into a tangible reality, in shaping the contours of this "something."

This something is essentially the manifestation of a robust and enduring partnership between Uganda and the European Union, a relationship that has thrived since the 1980s to structure the sector. Together, we have laid the groundwork for commercial forestry in Uganda, leading to years of collective effort to identify and implement inclusive solutions that strike a balance between different land uses, reduce deforestation, forest degradation, and conversion of natural ecosystems. 

It is a concrete example of the European Union and Team Europe conviction that, in supporting engaged partners, it is possible to combine development and investments with protection of the biodiversity and curbing the climate change, as expressed during the Summit for a New Global Financing Pact, hosted by France last week. 
Uganda, among four other countries, has been chosen by the European Union to exemplify our collaborative efforts. Together, we strive to ensure sustainable forest management by improving forest governance and fostering a conducive business environment. 
We aim to stimulate the forest bio-economy, creating jobs and socioeconomic development through sustainable forest-related value chains and market access. Furthermore, our efforts extend to reducing deforestation and forest degradation and facilitating the production of and trade in legal and sustainable forest products.

The value we place on our partnership on forestry with Uganda is immeasurable. Uganda, too, recognizes the importance of its forests in mitigating climate change, preserving biodiversity, and ensuring sustainable development.


Forests are essential for increasing the resilience of societies, absorbing carbon, providing timber, food, energy, medicines and livelihoods to millions of people, stabilizing soil and regulating water flows. 

Furthermore, expanding human activity along forest frontiers linked to deforestation is known to increase the risk of animal-to-human infectious disease outbreaks with the potential to turn into pandemics;

We also all know that these invaluable services provided by forests are under threat in Uganda and for many different reasons. Addressing these challenges requires a collective and concerted effort, and we are fully committed to playing our part.
Over the past 6 months, and under the leadership of the Ministry of Water and Environment, our teams have prepared the roadmap that will be signed today. 

This roadmap will serve as a comprehensive and integrated framework for cooperation between our two parties on forests.
The document that will be presented has been already validated technically. I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the sectoral Ministries involved for their active contribution in various consultations that led to the technical endorsement on June 13th.

The roadmap, you will soon observe, has been carefully constructed around several key objectives. These include sustainable forest management, fostering job creation through the forest value chains, curbing deforestation, and facilitating trade in legal and sustainable wood products between partner countries and the EU.

The implementation of this roadmap will be guided by several core principles:

1. Openness and Inclusivity: Not only will the Ugandan government be involved, but we also seek the active participation of the private sector, civil society organizations, and representatives from local communities.

2. Transparency: We will establish clear indicators and benchmarks in the implementation roadmap, ensuring accountability and routine reporting within these Partnerships.

3. Demand-Driven Process: To retain its relevance, the Forest Partnership will adapt to real and emerging needs. This roadmap, therefore, is a living document, subject to regular revision based on evolving circumstances and requirements.

I am looking forward to the presentation that will follow and to the signing of the roadmap.

However, before concluding, I would be remiss not to mention the work underway in designing a new 40 million Euro programme on Forestry. This programme, which is designed around the priorities of the Forest Partnership, will provide robust support to the Ugandan Government, particularly through the Ministry of Water and Environment, in achieving its sectoral targets.
We are today initiating a new chapter filled with exciting prospects and we are really glad of the strong partnership that is uniting us in this critical sector. Let us proceed, ever mindful of the immense responsibility we bear collectively to our planet and future generations, and the profound potential of the work we undertake today for Uganda and for the Ugandan people. 

I thank you
1
PAGE  
2

[image: image1.wmf]_1105357217.doc


�












