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Antarctica, peacefully governed since 1959 by the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS), is subject to 
the dual pressure of decreasing cost of entry, making resource extraction easier1 and increasing 
global interest in the untapped wealth of the continent.2 

Mineral resource exploitation is prohibited by the ATS until 2048, but the confrontational 
rhetoric of China and Russia raise concerns about illegal and aggressive actions.3 Elizabeth 
Buchanan, visiting researcher at West Point, warns that "the era of Antarctic exceptionalism as 
we know it could soon end."4 

Sino-Russian collaboration on developing polar-capable equipment,5 strategic prioritization of 
the polar regions,6 and continued violation of international norms raises the specter of conflict 
and further environmental degradation.7 Beijing and Moscow have demonstrated interest in: 

● Antarctic marine fisheries,8 threatening oceanic food-chains;9 
● Minerals,10 compounding Antarctica’s already-threatened environment and 

creating a potential monopoly;11 
● Hydrocarbons,12 diminishing the security of the planet through rising sea levels.13 

Using the spirit of collaboration built-up by the Russo-Ukrainian War, the EU-US alliance 
should harness the momentum to tackle a clearly emerging risk from the southern pole, using 
the POLARIS framework. 

POLARIS: Polar Ocean-Land Agreement for Regional and International Security: 

To protect the ATS, and prevent the destruction of Antarctic ecosystems, we propose a joint 
EU-US policy agenda grounded in economic deterrence, multilateral environmental measures, 
and a reinvestment in diplomatic actions.  

I. Leveraging economic heft, the US and the EU will introduce national legislation that 
sanctions entities which engage with ATS violators. 

II. Reaffirming the shared EU-US commitments, the framework will advocate for 
amendments to the ATS that establish enforceable environmental safeguards 
alongside new joint mechanisms for monitoring and upholding these standards. 

III. Building on common historic, cultural and economic ties, the US and EU will 
reinvigorate relationships with geographically-proximate parties in the region, such 
as South Africa and Argentina14 with the goal of countering the Sino-Russian threat. 
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