
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Peshawar, Buner, Swabi,
Charsadda, Hangu

  
Balochistan: Quetta, Sibi, Bolan, Ziarat, Jafarabad

 
Sindh: Karachi-South,

Hyderabad, Khairpur, Ghotki, Sukkur

The Democratic Local Governance for Development in Pakistan (DLG Pakistan) Project aims to organize
citizens in the 15 target districts so they can become involved in the local political process. The project aims
to improve the quality of interaction between citizens, local elected councilors and government officials for
provision of basic facilities. The DLG Pakistan project will lead to an improved level of trust between all three
groups which should result in quick and efficient resolution of issues at the local level.

“The water in our area is polluted. It causes
negative health impacts, the dangerous level of
radium found in the underground water causes

cancer. The nearest water-testing laboratory was
in Peshawar. There was a meeting held in Swabi
under the DLG project. We raised the issue here

at the District Interest Groups (DIGs). 

We also discussed the issue here with the Tehsil
Municipal Officer (TMO) and explored in depth

various solutions to overcome this menace. Within
6 months, we were able to open a laboratory

exclusively for testing ground water in Swabi. Now
people living far and wide can come here to have

ground water tested at a nominal price”    

Sher Afsar Khan, DLG member, Swabi
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The challenge

How do we address the challenge?

The EU is working to improve citizens' quality of life in 15 target districts of Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Sindh Provinces by strengthening democratic local governance.
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Initiatives (CPDI)

PF 019

Although citizens elect their local district level governments, they are unable to provide input on priorities or
engage with politicians and government officers to improve their standards of living.



The European Union (EU) funds projects and programmes around the world in order to help addressing global and local challenges. The reduction of poverty and
the respect of fundamental rights and freedoms are key objectives in this context.

In Pakistan, the EU is committed to a stable, democratic and pluralistic country that respects human rights and benefits from its full economic potential by
supporting sustainable and inclusive development for all its citizens. The EU provides Pakistan with about €100 million annually in grants for development and
cooperation. Among other issues, the EU supports Pakistan in its efforts to tackle poverty, increase education, promote good governance, human rights, rule of law
and ensure sustainable management of natural resources. EU-funded projects are covering all of Pakistan with a special focus on Sindh and Balochistan.

The collaboration between the European Union and Pakistan is grounded in the Strategic Engagement Plan (SEP) signed in 2019. Areas of cooperation under the
SEP include peace and security, democracy, rule of law, human rights, and migration but also sectors such as energy, climate change and science and technology.

The EU is one of Pakistan’s largest trading partners. The EU supports Pakistan’s integration into the world economy and its sustainable economic development,
namely by granting it preferential access to the European single market under the GSP+ system since 2014. Under this scheme almost 80% of Pakistan’s exports
enter the EU duty and quota free. In 2018, Pakistani exports to the EU were worth €6.9 billion.

In order to enjoy the trade preferences under GSP+, Pakistan needs to demonstrate progress on the implementation of 27 international conventions on human
rights, good governance, labour rights and environmental protection.

With the DLG Project, the EU supports good governance, transparency and accountability of public officials towards their citizens.
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Pre-budget consultations held every year are among the important  activities of the DLG Pakistan project. Based on the experience of the
first three years, this activity along with regular meetings of citizens and with Government Officials and Local Councillors, if replicated in
other districts, can bear fruitful results. This process allows government officials to engage in a meaningful dialogue with citizens, which
brings transparency to their work and citizens feel empowered to be able to hold local government accountable.

What can we learn from this project?


