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=l Interviews and opinions

* Global Sukuk issuance set to rise above 150bn this year amid low interest rates. Link

* Sukuk issuances to pick up pace led by GCC, core Islamic markets. Link

* Restored GCC unity to bring stability to energy. Link

» End of crisis opportunity for GCC countries to build ‘growth strategy’. Link

* Global economy to expand by 4% in 2021: World Bank. Link

» How regional female entrepreneurs are paving the way for a gender-balanced future. Link
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European Union =

*  France wants end to US-Europe trade spat. Link
*  Swissport expands further into Saudi Arabia. Link
*  German economy shrank 5% in pandemic year 2020. Link,
+  German economy sees biggest blow since 2009 financial crisis. Link

m Bahrain___

+ Bahrain’s NOGA signs deal with Italy’s Eni Rewind develop circular economy initiatives. Link
«  Bahrain Bourse Announces the Results of its Investor Satisfaction Survey. Link
*  Bahrain scores high in cost-effective supply chains. Link
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— Kuwait

* Improved GCC equity outlook amid Covid-19 vaccines rollout NBK. Link

+  Salaries work environment company reputation top attributes in Kuwait for 2021. Link
*  Mof to use itas to implement taxation in Kuwait. Link
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https://www.thenationalnews.com/business/banking/global-sukuk-issuance-set-to-rise-above-150bn-this-year-amid-low-interest-rates-1.1145029
https://gulfnews.com/business/banking/sukuk-issuances-to-pick-up-pace-led-by-gcc-core-islamic-markets-1.76543870
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/682400/Restored-GCC-unity-to-bring-stability-to-energy-ma
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/682237/End-of-crisis-opportunity-for-GCC-countries-to-bui
https://timesofoman.com/article/global-economy-to-expand-by-4-in-2021-world-bank
https://gulfbusiness.com/how-regional-female-entrepreneurs-are-paving-the-way-for-a-gender-balanced-future/
https://al-sharq.com/article/07/01/2021/%D8%A3%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://alqabas.com/article/5832508-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B8%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%82%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://alqabas.com/article/5832004-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%85%D9%8A-%D8%B6%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/602493/BUSINESS/Bahrains-NOGA-signs-deal-with-Italys-Eni-Rewind-develop-circular-economy-initiatives
https://bahrainbourse.com/bahrain-bourse-announces-the-results-of-its-investor-satisfaction-survey
https://gulfbusiness.com/bahrain-scores-high-in-cost-effective-supply-chains/
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1234582
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1234385
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1234113
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1234003
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1233961
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1233868
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1233868
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1794286/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1794191/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1792521/business-economy
https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/german-economy-sees-biggest-blow-since-2009-financial-crisis/
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/682578/Improved-GCC-equity-outlook-amid-Covid-19-vaccines-rollout-NBK
http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/salaries-work-environment-company-reputation-top-attributes-in-kuwait-for-2021/
http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/mof-to-use-itas-to-implement-taxation-in-kuwait/
https://www.alanba.com.kw/ar/economy-news/1015535/07-01-2021-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B2-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7/
https://alqabas.com/article/5832222-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%A2%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B2-%D8%AA%D8%A4%D9%83%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B5%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%83%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%AF-aa-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://alqabas.com/article/5832368-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A5%D8%B6%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B5%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84-12-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A9
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A project funded by the European Union

Oman -

*  Oman raising up to $2 bin loan with mostly regional banks — sources. Link

*  Oman REIT Fund seeks to leverage portfolio of prestigious assets. Link

*+ Oman’s economy set to grow the fastest in MENA in 2022: WB. Link

*  Oman publishes full list of VAT zero-rated food items. Link

«  Economic recovery in emerging markets to benefit consumer gold demand: WGC. Link
* Madayn signs agreement to finance business incubator at Sur Industrial City. Link

*  Oman prices third bond sale since October to plug deficit. Link

Lol ) pualiadl laall (e s 238 Gl - jlay Jleall (5 3S el il | lae .
- Qatar

* A Qatari fund wants to reap dividends from re-opening of borders. Link

« Digital platforms critical in maintaining productivity. Link

*  S&P Global reassigns rating of ‘A- with Stable Outlook’ for QLM. Link

* Qatar FinTech Hub to host first Demo Day. Link

* QIB ranked Third Strongest Islamic Bank in World. Link

* QP commits to meet zero routine flaring by 2030 for offshore facilities. Link

*  Qatar core inflation rises faster than CPI in Dece. Link

* Qatar’s economic momentum now in the GCC. Link

* Qatar's Ambassador participates in polish foreign ministers meeting with heads of Arab
diplomatic missions. Link

« Qatar raises carbon capture ambitions, touting green credentials. Link
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Saudi Arabia

+  Saudi Central Bank Issues Rules for Practicing Debt Crowdfunding Activities. Link

+ Desert Technologies is breaking through with SAHARA.. Link

*  Saudi support fund to provide economic stimulus for Tadawul-listed companies. Link

*  Saudi banks likely to maintain strong performance over 2021, says top official. Link

»  Saudi Arabia aims to earn more than $4bn from privatization drive in 2021: CEO. Link

«  Saudi inflation eases, but impact of VAT hike to remain into 2021: Economics report. Link

*  COVID-related article in Labor Law ‘no longer effective’, says Saudi ministry. Link

«  Crown prince: $6 trillion of investment opportunities available in Saudi Arabia over next
decade. Link

*  Saudi transport minister approved 100% Saudization of ride-hailing apps. Link

*  Aramco entrepreneurship arm, Wa’ed, trebles loans to SMEs. Link

+  Saudi Cabinet approves amendments to contractors authority, trademark law of GCC. Link

*  Saudi 2020 inflation rises to 3.4 after VAT triple. Link

+  Saudi CB grants Zain fintech subsidiary ‘Tamam’ first consumer micro-financing license in
region. Link
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https://www.arabnews.com/node/1791286/business-economy
https://www.omanobserver.om/oman-reit-fund-seeks-to-leverage-portfolio-of-prestigious-assets/
https://www.omanobserver.om/omans-economy-set-to-grow-the-fastest-in-mena-in-2022-wb/
https://www.omanobserver.om/oman-publishes-full-list-of-vat-zero-rated-food-items/
https://timesofoman.com/article/economic-recovery-in-emerging-markets-to-benefit-consumer-gold-demand-wgc
https://timesofoman.com/article/madayn-signs-agreement-to-finance-business-incubator-at-sur-industrial-city
https://gulfbusiness.com/oman-prices-third-bond-sale-since-october-to-plug-deficit/
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/25883/%d8%ba%d8%af%d8%a7-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a8%d9%86%d9%83-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b1%d9%83%d8%b2%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%8a-%d9%8a%d8%b7%d8%b1%d8%ad-%d9%81%d8%a6%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d9%86%d9%82%d8%af%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%ac%d8%af%d9%8a%d8%af%d8%a9-%d9%85%d9%86-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a5%d8%b5%d8%af%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d8%a7%d8%af%d8%b3
https://gulfnews.com/business/markets/a-qatari-fund-wants-to-reap-dividends-from-re-opening-of-borders-1.1610944494162
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/18/01/2021/Digital-platforms-critical-in-maintaining-productivity
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/17/01/2021/S-P-Global-reassigns-rating-of-%E2%80%98A--with-Stable-Outlook%E2%80%99-for-QLM
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/14/01/2021/Qatar-FinTech-Hub-to-host-first-Demo-Day
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/14/01/2021/QIB-ranked-Third-Strongest-Islamic-Bank-in-World
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/682636/QP-commits-to-meet-zero-routine-flaring-by-2030-for-offshore-facilities
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/682386/Qatar-core-inflation-rises-faster-than-CPI-in-Dece
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/682242/Qatar-s-economic-momentum-now-in-the-GCC
https://www.qatarday.com/news/local/qatars-ambassador-participates-in-polish-foreign-ministers-meeting-with-heads-of-arab-diplomatic-missions/82298
https://gulfbusiness.com/qatar-raises-carbon-capture-ambitions-touting-green-credentials/
https://al-sharq.com/article/12/01/2021/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D9%83%D9%88%D9%86%D9%88%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%84
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/26196/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%b7%d9%86%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d8%b4%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%83-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d8%ac%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%81%d8%b1%d9%8a%d9%82-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d9%81%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%b6%d9%8a-%d9%84%d8%af%d9%88%d9%84-%d9%85%d8%ac%d9%84%d8%b3-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%b9%d8%a7%d9%88%d9%86-%d9%84%d8%af%d9%88%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ae%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%ac-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d8%b1%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%a9
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/26218/%d8%a8%d8%b1%d8%a7%d9%8a%d8%b3-%d9%88%d9%88%d8%aa%d8%b1-%d9%87%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%b3-%d9%83%d9%88%d8%a8%d8%b1%d8%b2-%d8%aa%d8%b4%d9%8a%d8%af-%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%87%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%85-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%b7%d9%86%d8%a9-%d8%a8%d9%82%d8%b7%d8%a7%d8%b9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ac%d8%af%d9%8a%d8%af%d8%a9-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%af%d8%af%d8%a9
https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewstory.php?lang=en&newsid=2177885
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/602600/BUSINESS/Desert-Technologies-is-breaking-through-with-SAHARA
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1794146/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1793956/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1792771/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1792741/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1792376/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1792196/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1792081/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1792046/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1791741/business-economy
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/682461/Saudi-2020-inflation-rises-to-3-4-after-VAT-triple
https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/saudi-cb-grants-zain-fintech-subsidiary-tamam-first-consumer-micro-financing-license-in-region/
https://alqabas.com/article/5832488-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD-1000-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B9-%D8%A8160-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3
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United Arab Emirates

Expo 2020 gets go-ahead as signature pavilion opens doors. Link
Abu Dhabi Customs completes ‘digital transformation’ of all services. Link
UAE participates in international meeting to develop energy sector. Link
Dubai Customs launches Smart Tasks platform to support work from home system. Link
ADGM to host third edition of flagship Abu Dhabi Sustainable Finance Forum. Link
ADIO opens eight global hubs to help investors unlock opportunities in Abu Dhabi. Link
UAE's non-oil trade hit AED1.033 trillion during first nine months of 2020. Link
Restoring focus on circular economy in aftermath of global developments. Link
ADIO accelerates opportunities in Abu Dhabi for startups through partnerships with Microsoft
and Plug and Play. Link
Dubai's Enerwhere looks to tap wind to power industrial projects. Link
Abu Dhabi rolls out Dh6bn supply chain initiative to back SMEs. Link
Cybersecurity jobs boom in UAE with starting salaries of Dh40,000 or more. Link
Abu Dhabi Department of Finance launches Dh6 billion supply chain financing initiative. Link
UAE and Gulf's budget airlines could lead short-haul demand recovery. Link
IRENA’s World Energy Transition Day to kick-start crucial assembly meeting. Link
Expo 2020 Pavilions Premiere to reveal Terra to visitors. Link
Expo organisers prepare to hold Dubai event delayed by coronavirus. Link
Mubadala, ADNOC and ADQ form alliance to grow green hydrogen economy in the UAE. Link
Abu Dhabi announces Dhs6bn boost for SMEs. Link
Abu Dhabi Investment Office establishes international presence in US, Asia and Europe. Link
UAE’s non-oil trade reaches Dhs1.033 trillion for January-September 2020. link
UAE is 13th best country in the world to launch an online business: study. Link
Lol bl e 2020 saS) oliY pankail zal o (e ol S5 o
L) ), Uig )5S Gy aliali amy 4%aBY () gy 20 2020 52Sly salaia o

i v © [

As always, we welcome your feedback on the topics and sectors that interest you
most and you would like to see covered in future editions of the newsletter.
Ibenhmida@eugcc.eu info@eugcc.eu

@] facebook



https://www.arabnews.com/node/1794156/business-economy
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302901974
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302901725
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302901714
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302901535
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302901481
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302901410
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302901347
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302900891
https://www.thenationalnews.com/business/energy/dubai-s-enerwhere-looks-to-tap-wind-to-power-industrial-projects-1.1147905
https://www.thenationalnews.com/business/economy/abu-dhabi-rolls-out-dh6bn-supply-chain-initiative-to-back-smes-1.1147756
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/cybersecurity-jobs-boom-in-uae-with-starting-salaries-of-dh40-000-or-more-1.1148156
https://gulfnews.com/business/banking/abu-dhabi-department-of-finance-launches-dh6-billion-supply-chain-financing-initiative-1.1610885059909
https://gulfnews.com/business/aviation/uae-and-gulfs-budget-airlines-could-lead-short-haul-demand-recovery-1.1610687135045
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/602594/BUSINESS/IRENAs-World-Energy-Transition-Day-to-kick-start-crucial-assembly-meeting
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/602563/BUSINESS/Expo-2020-Pavilions-Premiere-to-reveal-Terra-to-visitors
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/682581/Expo-organisers-prepare-to-hold-Dubai-event-delayed-by-coronavirus
https://gulfbusiness.com/mubadala-adnoc-and-adq-form-alliance-to-grow-green-hydrogen-economy-in-the-uae/
https://gulfbusiness.com/abu-dhabi-announces-dhs6bn-boost-for-smes/
https://gulfbusiness.com/abu-dhabi-investment-office-establishes-international-presence-in-us-asia-and-europe/
https://gulfbusiness.com/uaes-non-oil-trade-reaches-dhs1-033-trillion-in-january-september-2020/
https://gulfbusiness.com/uae-is-13th-best-country-in-the-world-to-launch-an-online-business-study/
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