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Excellencies,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

First of all, let me thank all speakers for their 

most valuable contributions. It was a rich and 

substantial exchange.  

Minister Maas asked me to send his warmest 

regards and apologies that he cannot be with 

us today. However, being a committed 

defender of the humanitarian space, I am 

confident that he appreciates today’s lively 

discussion. 

Today´s discussion underlined once again the 

necessity of stronger respect for and 

compliance with International Humanitarian 

Law. 
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As many of you mentioned, we unfortunately 

see a growing number of violations of 

International Humanitarian Law in armed 

conflicts – sometimes direct attacks on 

civilians and medical personnel. This 

disregard of International Humanitarian Law is 

a pressing concern. Reasons for this 

disregard can be lack of knowledge or lack of 

capacity – but sometimes it is intentional. 

In Syria and Yemen, for example, hospitals 

and medical personnel have been under 

constant attack. In Yemen, the largest public 

hospital in Taiz City has been struck by 

indiscriminate shelling multiple times over the 

past three years. In Syria, hundreds of 

systematic aerial attacks on hospitals, 

including through the use of barrel bombs, 
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have been well documented for over a 

decade.  

In the Central African Republic, parties to 

conflict violate International Humanitarian Law 

on a regular basis through the recruitment of 

child soldiers, gender-based violence, and 

attacks on humanitarian personnel.  

These breaches of International Humanitarian 

law are completely unacceptable as they 

deprive civilians from minimum protection 

against the worst hardships of conflict, 

including by obstructing the safe, rapid and 

unimpeded delivery of humanitarian 

assistance. The International community must 

spare no effort to hold the perpetrators 

accountable for what can be considered war 

crimes under international law. 
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It is high time to join efforts towards improving 

compliance with International Humanitarian 

Law, also in order to ensure the safety of 

humanitarian actors.  

As we have heard, one important way to 

reach this goal is the dissemination of 

knowledge and sharing of best practices. The 

European Union has recently submitted its 

fourth report on the implementation of the EU 

guidelines on International Humanitarian Law. 

My country, like others, has issued a voluntary 

report on national implementation of 

International Humanitarian Law last fall. We 

hope other States will follow suit. 

Moreover, today, many speakers highlighted 

the importance of monitoring violations of 

International Humanitarian Law and collecting 

independent and comprehensive data. 
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Protection policies must be data-driven and 

evidence-based. Solid data is the pillar for 

three A’s: strong advocacy, concrete and 

appropriate action and accountability.  

I am delighted about the concrete and 

practical examples from our discussion.It was 

a good start. Now we need to put the ideas 

into action.  

This is why Germany and France have 

launched the “Humanitarian Call for Action” in 

2019. Our goal is to make the Humanitarian 

Space safer and to enable even better 

Humanitarian Assistance. 51 signatories have 

signed up to the Call already. We welcome 

like-minded countries to join us on this 

mission.  

Thank you again for your participation. 


