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LATEST EVENTS

Few weeks ago and right 10 years after the signing of the Lisbon 

On December the 8th, in fact, the Council adopted the decision 

an open, voluntary based, ambitious and inclusive cooperation 

binding legal commitments to one another with a view to the 

words, these countries have expressed the willingness to jointly 

and, eventually, allows building on a vision set forth long ago 

vison was further delineated with the Lisbon Treaty and now 

However, such a cornerstone, is rather a starting than an arrival 
point, and asks to move forward from vision to action. In fact, 

about to begin” and crucial challenges lies ahead. Yet, sharing 

to take action. All the collective capabilities and new tools we 
have developed have a meaning only if providing effective 
contribution to security, peace and stability. We should be ready 
to make good use and put all of them at service of peace and 

of security and defence, asks to equip ourselves with effective 
means and resources. Further, partnerships are crucial, with 

other regional organisations, like African Union. Furthermore, 
taking into consideration the complex initiatives we have 
recently launched, a higher level of coherence and coordination 
as well as effective synergies are needed in the area of security 
and defence. Finally, a common strategic culture as well as 

more essential. Important initiatives are ongoing in this respect, 

of promising expectations. Allow me, then, to wish you all a 
great, prosperous and rewarding 2018!

Message from the Chairman

Gen. Mikhail Kostarakos

Hanoi 04-06/12: CEUMC visit to 

Vietnam

Wiesbaden 15/12: US Army 

Commander EU relinquishment 

of Command Ceremony

Riga 10-12/12: CEUMC visit to 

Latvia

Brusselles 18/12: End of the 

year videoconference with 

Commanders and Heads of 

EU operations and missions
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Behind us lies a remark-

defence. Bold and truly 
unprecedented initiatives 
were launched to boost 

through improved joint 
planning and prioritisa-
tion, development, pro-
curement and operation of 
capabilities among Mem-
ber States. The Coordi-

-
manent Structured Coop-

-
es of a new political and 
institutional puzzle in the 
making which, if correctly 
assembled, can provide 

and more interoperable 
defence capabilities. 
Inventing new tools alone 

-
ly important is how they 
are used and implement-
ed. In other words: while 

are separate initiatives 
spearheaded by different 
actors, they must be used 
together in a coherent 
and coordinated manner. 
Ultimately, they must lead 
to collaborative projects 
and outputs which genu-
inely respond to Member 
States’ commonly iden-

and are deployable in 
CSDP missions and oper-
ations. The ambition can-
not be to cooperate just 

existing critical defence 

and produce tangible, op-
erational outcome in the 
form of improved ready-
to-use assets for our 
armed forces. 

-

comes into play. As the 

as well as a central opera-

activities, the Agency will 
leverage its expertise, 
knowledge and networks 

-
ciency and a steady focus 
on capability priorities. 
The Agency’s close coop-

-

will help make this en-
deavor a success.  

-
derway. Its ambition is to 
foster a gradual synchro-
nisation and mutual adap-
tation of Member States’ 
national defence planning 
cycles and capability de-
velopment practices, in 
the hope this will lead to 
more systematic defence 

added value, it’s crucial to 
have the most up-to-date 
and detailed information 
possible collected from 
national MoDs on defence 
plans, including spending. 
The responsibility for the 
information gathering lies 

secretariat with support 

the information will be 
assessed by the Agen-
cy in a comprehensive 

be discussed with Mem-
ber States, followed by a 

associated throughout the 
whole process. Lessons 
learned from the trial run 
will be incorporated into 

scheduled to take place 
from 2019 to 2020. 

-

States decided to partici-
pate which is an unprec-
edented and historic step 

-
an defence. Here too, the 

-
retariat with a support-
ing role at various levels. 
First, in close cooperation 

-
SCO nations can identify, 
assess and consolidate 
possible projects. The 
Agency notably provides 
a view on contemplated 
projects’ impact on the ca-
pability landscape while  

New EU defence initiatives must lead to capabilities that 
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operational dimension 
in terms of usability for 
CSDP missions and oper-

implementation. This role 
is particularly well suit-
ed to the Agency as the 
two-layer approach envis-

-
lar to the project govern-

Member States have full 
control of the project con-
tent, with the Agency serv-
ing participating nations 
as a facilitator and service 

will contribute to the reg-
-

CO nations’ contributions 
and respect of the binding 
commitments undertaken. 
A third cornerstone of the 

-
-
-

-
cal implementation of the 

the research and capabili-
ty domains. The ‘research 
window’ of the Fund will 
use the lessons learnt 
from the ongoing Pilot 
Project and the Prepara-
tory Action on Defence 

and implemented by the 

As regards the Fund’s ‘ca-

is already called to play a 
key upstream role in pro-
gramming the work plan 

Industrial Development 

role will involve strong 
synergies with the Agen-
cy’s prioritisation support 

closing the circle.

is indispensable, as called 
-

egy, to carrying forward all 

-
fence Ministers at their 
Council meeting on 13 No-
vember 2017 when they 
explicitly encouraged the 

the coherent development 
-

ity landscape, consider-
ing also the link between 

In their 2018 guidelines 

the same day, Ministers 
-

forcement of the Agency 
as the intergovernmental 
platform of choice within 

-
work, supporting Member 
States in capability devel-

level of ambition”. 
Let me conclude by high-
lighting the importance of 
another key instrument up 
for revision in spring 2018: 
the Capability Develop-

-
vised CDP will provide a 
new set of priorities serv-

-

this revision, in support of 
Member States’ capabili-
ty needs. Here too, good 

and close cooperation is a 
prerequisite for success. 

*Jorge Domecq, a senior Spanish dip-
lomat, became the EDA’s Chief Exec-
utive in February 2015. He previously 
served as an Ambassador of Spain 
to the OSCE and the Philippines and 
held several positions within the 
Spanish Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
and Defence as well as at NATO. 

The European Defence Agency (EDA) 
is an intergovernmental agency of the 
EU Council set up in 2004 to support 
Member States developing European 
defence capabilities and military co-
operation, to stimulate defence Re-
search and Technology (R&T) and to 
strengthen the European defence in-
dustry. The agency is based in Brus-
sels, Belgium.



EUFOR Althea

EUNAVFORMED Sophia
On December the 14th, onboard the Spanish ship Cantabria moored in Taranto Italian 
Naval base, the SOPHIA Task Force change of command ceremony was carried out and 
Spain has passed the duty of Force Commander to Italy. On the occasion, the Spanish 

EUNAVFOR Atalanta

-

Affairs and International Cooperation in Djibouti. 
During the meetings the General raised the importance of the continued effort to sup-
press and deter piracy through the Gulf of Aden and Bab-el-Mandeb straights. In the 

EUTM Mali

-

EUTM Somalia

The Somali Chief of Defence Forces, Maj General Abdiweli Jama Hussein, the Ministry 
of Defence Director General, Mr. Sonkor Jama Geyre and Generals from Somali Na-
tional Army as well as other representatives from the International Community attended 

course and it is now ready to be employed and contribute to providing peace and secu-
rity for its Country.

EUTM RCA

On December the 15th, at the Kassaï camp in Bangui, a ceremony led by Deputy Chief of De-
fence Staff, Colonel Yacoub, marked the ending of the training of the 1st Territorial Infantry Battal-

The military ceremony was honoured by the presence of the highest political authorities in the 
-

er with all government ministers, led by the Prime Minister, Mr. Sarandji. 

News from our Operations and Missions
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News from the Committee

Farewell to the Austrian Milrep

-

him for his exemplary representation. 

EU Military Commitee 

-

tee, General Mikhail Kostarakos, invited Brigadier General Paris 

Military Committee on the preparatory activities and exercises undergone in the light of the upcoming opera-

Fa

hi

Farewell to the Croatian Milrep

-

-

Farewell to the Belgian Milrep

-

-
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