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Mr Chairman, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The following countries 

align themselves with this statement: Turkey§, the Republic of North Macedonia*, 

Montenegro*, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Iceland+, Norway+, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, Georgia and San Marino. 

 

The European Union warmly welcomes Executive Secretary Dr. Robert Floyd and 

thanks him for his comprehensive Statement and vision on strategic issues relevant 

to our work.  We look forward to closely cooperating with Dr. Floyd and assure him 

of our full support in our collective efforts to promote the universalisation of the 

CTBT and its entry into force as well as regarding the continued development of the 

verification regime. We also wish to thank the Provisional Technical Secretariat 

(PTS) and you Mr Chairman for the thorough preparation of this meeting. While we 

acknowledge that the COVID-19 pandemic will continue to affect our work, we 

consider it important to identify ways for resuming and continuing substantive 

discussions within Working Group B (WGB). 

 

The efforts to promote and facilitate signature and ratification of the CTBT remain a 

priority for the EU. As this year marks the 25th anniversary of the CTBT’s opening 

for signature, we urge all States to strive for the Treaty’s entry into force, and work 

constructively towards an early consensus on the draft ministerial declaration for 

adoption by the Article XIV Conference in New York. In this regard, we wish to 

congratulate Italy and South Africa for assuming the Article XIV Co-Chairmanship 

for the next two years.  

_____________ 

 § Candidate Country  
Candidate Countries the Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as potential Candidate Country 
Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process.  
+ Iceland and Norway are members of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 



 

 

This event provides a platform to engage at political level with the remaining Annex 

II States: Egypt, China, Iran, Israel, and the US that still have to ratify the Treaty 

and the DPRK, India and Pakistan that still have to sign and ratify it in order to bring 

it into force. The EU strongly encourages high-level attendance by all States at the 

Article XIV Conference on 23 September, and urges Annex II States to step up their 

efforts before the 10th Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 

(NPT). EU Member States have done their part by ratifying the Treaty years ago 

and will continue to call upon the remaining countries to do the same without any 

preconditions or further delay. In the meantime, it is crucial that all States fully 

observe the moratorium on nuclear test explosions.  

 

In addition to highlighting the CTBT’s obvious contribution to international peace 

and security, the Article XIV Conference will also be an opportunity to showcase 

the CTBTO's sophisticated and near complete multilateral verification system, 

which is an asset to the international community. To make best use of our collective 

investment, the EU advocates fully exploiting potential benefits of civil and scientific 

applications of International Monitoring System (IMS) data and financially supports 

capacity building for developing countries in this regard. The services using 

verification technologies were presented at the CTBT's Science and Technology 

Conference in June and are available online for any interested party. We would like 

to congratulate the PTS for the organization of this successful event and stress the 

importance of continued cooperation with scientists worldwide. Such activities are 

essential to ensure that all national technical experts from the CTBTO's State 

Signatories will, in the longer term, have the necessary expertise to operate the 

stations, process relevant data and thus reinforces the credibility of the nuclear test 

ban verification regime. 

 

As part of the CTBTO's Integrated Capacity Building, we encourage the 

organisation of further technical workshops that assist States in using IMS data and 

International Data Centre (IDC) products to support civil and scientific applications 

and research associated with Treaty-related verification technologies, including 

tsunami and volcanic ash cloud warning, and in acquainting experts to further 

develop OSI capabilities and techniques. 

 

The EU, in accordance with our continued political and financial commitment to the 

Organisation, continues to provide significant voluntary contributions to support the 

verification regime as well as capacity building and outreach, particularly in 

developing countries. As mentioned in the current report of the Executive Secretary 

on verification related activities, the EU Council Decision VII has supported capacity 

building and training activities in Latin America and the Caribbean, South-East Asia, 



 

 

the Pacific and the Far East, the Middle East and South Asia, Eastern Europe and 

Africa regions. The latest contribution, through EU Council Decision VIII amounting 

to 6.3 million EURO, will also benefit the Pilot Project, and we congratulate the 

newly selected experts from 13 developing countries in this regard. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

The EU wishes to commend the PTS and the CTBTO States Signatories for hosting 

IMS facilities and for keeping the IMS and IDC operational in accordance with the 

Treaty standards, in spite of the COVID-19 restrictions. In this context, we welcome 

the expansion of the network, including the certification of two IMS stations: a 

radionuclide station in the Russian Federation and an infrasound station in France. 

The EU considers the completion of the IMS a priority and encourages the PTS and 

States Signatories to cooperate to this end. With the IMS construction ongoing for 

more than twenty years, it is high time to establish, certify and operate all facilities. 

 

Data availability, including through accurate and timely IDC reports and station 

reliability is equally essential. It remains vital that States Signatories provide full and 

timely data to the CTBTO from all stations that they host in line with their 

commitments. Furthermore, we urge all States to ensure the long-term 

sustainability of stations, to develop operation and maintenance plans in 

accordance with the standard template and to keep an active dialogue with the PTS 

to guarantee that stations operate according to Treaty standards. In this regard, we 

welcome the updated versions of the IMS/IDC draft Operational Manuals and 

encourage the Task Leaders to continue working on the remaining issues and 

updates. We would also like to ask the PTS to share with States Signatories a global 

view on the feedback of more than 20 years of operation of IMS stations, in order 

to forecast the necessary financing of present stations’ maintenance, upgrade and 

refurbishing. Such an overview is essential to build the corresponding budget and 

to ensure the sustainability of the IMS. 

 

Mobile monitoring systems are also important for the IDC in helping to further 

understand the global radioxenon background. Such background studies using 

mobile monitoring systems not part of the IMS have been going on for years to 

improve the performance of the verification regime and ensure the correct detection 

of events. Therefore, this activity is part of, and helps carry out the mandate of the 

PTS. We would like to reiterate our appreciation to the Ambassadors of Switzerland 

and South Africa, as facilitators, and encourage them to continue their work on this 

issue. 

 



 

 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, 

 

Furthering On-Site Inspection (OSI) capabilities is essential for the establishment 

of a balanced and robust verification regime at the time of the CTBT´s entry into 

force. Due to the ongoing impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, many OSI regular 

activities had to be postponed or cancelled, including the two major Build-Up 

Exercises. Testing and validation of OSI capabilities in an integrated manner in a 

field environment is essential in establishing readiness of the OSI element of the 

verification regime. We therefore expect the PTS to incorporate these planned 

activities in an appropriate format, building on the efforts and preparatory work 

carried out so far. In this regard, we welcome the publication of the Concept for a 

Future OSI Programme of Work for 2022-23 and look forward to discussing it 

further.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 


