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1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The following countries 

align themselves with this statement: Turkey§, the Republic of North Macedonia*1, 

Montenegro*, Iceland+, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Norway+, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, Georgia and San Marino. 

 

Mr Chairman, 

 

2. The European Union wishes to thank the Provisional Technical Secretariat (PTS) 

for the organisation of this meeting, under the current extraordinary and challenging 

circumstances, in close cooperation with the Acting Chairperson and the Working 

Group B (WGB) Task Leaders. We also convey our gratitude to Dr. Joachim Schulze, 

who participated in the preparation of the current Session until the last day of his 

mandate. We believe that it is useful to ensure the possibility of having both hybrid 

and virtual Task Leader and Expert Group meetings, and hope that by the time of the 

57th Session of WGB we will be able to revert to the Group’s normal working methods. 

 

3. We wish to congratulate Kazakhstan and Mr Erlan Batyrbekov on his appointment 

as Chairman of WGB, and assure him of our full support and cooperation.  At the same 

time, we express our sincere appreciation to Norway, for its generous decision to 

withdraw the outstanding candidature of Ms Anne Lycke, thus enabling the 

Commission to reach consensus. Likewise, we also highly appreciate Paraguay’s prior 

decision to withdraw the excellent candidature of Ambassador Juan Francisco Facetti. 

We hope that the “Vienna spirit” of consensus will prevail in all appointment processes. 

 

4. The EU warmly welcomes the recent ratifications of the Treaty by Cuba and the 

Union of the Comoros. We commend Executive Secretary Zerbo and his team for their 

                                                           
§ Candidate Country 
* Candidate Countries the Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania, as well as potential Candidate 

Country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

+ Iceland and Norway are members of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 



efforts in this regard. These bring the total number of States that have signed and 

ratified the CTBT to 170 while 185 States have signed it.  However, further decisive 

efforts are required to promote universal adherence to the Treaty and to bring it into 

force. 

 

5. The CTBT’s entry into force has always been and remains a top priority for the 

European Union. All EU Member States have ratified the Treaty and consistently call 

upon the remaining eight Annex II States: China, Egypt, Iran, Israel, and the USA who 

still need to ratify the Treaty and the DPRK, India and Pakistan who still need to sign 

and ratify it in order to bring it into force, to do so without any preconditions or further 

delay. It is also crucial that all States fully observe the moratorium on nuclear test 

explosions.  

 

6.  In this regard, we appreciate the work of Germany and Algeria, as Article XIV Co-

Chairs to promote the Treaty’s entry into force.  We commend them for the 

organisation of a high-level online event, together with the Vienna Center for 

Disarmament and Non-Proliferation (VCDNP) and in cooperation with the PTS, on 

strengthening the CTBT and its verification regime, with more than 500 participants. 

We look forward to the designation of the 2021 Co-Chairs with a view to preparing the 

September Article XIV Conference, which coincides with the 25th anniversary of the 

CTBT’s opening for signature.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

7. The EU and its Member States commend the PTS for its activities towards ensuring 

business continuity during the current pandemic and thank the PTS for the regular 

“State of Health” updates that have been shared with States Signatories.  For the EU 

the completion and provisional operation of what is the world’s largest and most 

sophisticated multilateral verification system is not an end in itself.  It is rather essential 

for achieving progress towards the Treaty’s entry into force, which is dependent on 

State’s confidence that Treaty violations will be reliably detected.  

 

8.  The EU wishes to commend the PTS and the CTBTO States Signatories for hosting 

International Monitoring System (IMS) facilities and for keeping the IMS and 

International Data Centre (IDC) operational in accordance with the Treaty standards, 

in spite of the COVID-19 restrictions.   

 



9. In this context, we welcome the expansion of the network, including the certification 

of two IMS stations: a radionuclide station in the Russian Federation and an infrasound 

station in France. The EU considers the completion of the IMS a priority and 

encourages the PTS and States Signatories to cooperate to this end.  With the IMS 

construction ongoing for more than twenty years, it is high time to establish, certify and 

operate all facilities. 

 

10. Data availability, including through accurate and timely IDC reports and station 

reliability is equally essential. It remains vital that States Signatories provide full and 

timely data to the CTBTO from all stations that they host in line with their commitments. 

Furthermore, we urge all States to ensure the long-term sustainability of stations, to 

develop operation and maintenance plans in accordance with the standard template 

and to keep an active dialogue with the PTS to guarantee that stations operate 

according to Treaty standards. 

 

11. The European Union continues to firmly believe that the targeted and timely limited 

use of transportable monitoring systems is a necessity to further the understanding of 

the measured background for IMS technologies, including radionuclides. While this 

issue is not on the agenda of the current session of WGB, we look forward to 

discussing it at the next session of the Preparatory Commission. 

 

12. Furthering On-Site Inspection (OSI) capabilities is essential for the establishment 

of a balanced and robust verification regime at the time of the CTBT´s entry into force. 

We understand that under the present circumstances, many OSI regular training and 

field activities had to be postponed or conducted online, including the remaining two 

Build-Up Exercises. Once the situation allows, we expect the PTS to resume these 

planned activities in an appropriate format, building on the efforts and preparatory work 

carried out so far. 
 

 
Mr. Chairman, 

 

13. The EU, in accordance with our continued political and financial commitment to 

the Organisation, continues to provide significant voluntary contributions to support 

the verification regime as well as capacity building and outreach, particularly in 

developing countries. As mentioned in the current report of the ES on verification 

related activities, the EU Council Decision VII continued to support capacity building 

and training activities in Latin America and the Caribbean, South-East Asia, the Pacific 

and the Far East, the Middle East and South Asia, Eastern Europe and Africa regions. 



The new contribution will also benefit the Pilot Project, and we congratulate the newly 

selected experts from 13 developing countries. The relevant Council Decision for the 

EU’s eighth consecutive contribution, amounting to 6.3 million EURO, entered into 

force on 1 January 2021. 
 

14. Regarding the payment of assessed contributions, we are extremely concerned 

with the impact of reported low collection rates on programme implementation.   

Unpaid contributions are a serious liability for the completion, maintenance and 

development of the IMS, IDC and On-Site Inspection (OSI) capabilities as well as for 

the further development of related capacity building. We understand that many 

countries are hard-hit by the current crisis, however it is crucial for the operation of the 

verification regime of the Treaty, and for the Organisation’s financial health, that all 

States Signatories demonstrate their political commitment and honour their legal 

obligations to pay assessed contributions, on time and in full.   

 

15.  Consequently, the EU and its Member States look forward to engaging 

constructively in the discussions for the 2022-2023 Programme and Budget, taking 

into account the impact of the COVID-19 on the activities of the CTBTO. Regarding 

the preparation of the verification-related elements of the Programme and Budget, we 

consider it important that a high proportion of resources continue to be dedicated to 

verification-related activities. We appreciate the PTS’s efforts to identify and 

implement cost-saving and efficiency measures, while ensuring that the budget is 

guided by the needs of the programme. 
 

Finally Mr. Chairman, 

 

16. The CTBTO Science and Technology Conference in June will be an important 

milestone in further building and strengthening the CTBTO’s relationship with the 

scientific and research community.  We would welcome an update on preparations for 

the Conference, in particular whether it will take place in hybrid or virtual format.  The 

EU stands ready to actively participate in this important event, which further 

contributes to the development and enhancement of the Treaty’s verification regime. 
 

 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 
 


