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Hon. Chairperson for today's event; 
Distinguished academics; 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
It is a great pleasure to be back once more in the University of Ghana. This 
year we are celebrating. We are celebrating 60 years of Ghana's 
independence on 6 March 1957. We are also celebrating 60 years since the 
signing of the Treaty of Rome which gave birth to the European Union. And 
we are celebrating 30 years of the Erasmus Programme. This has been one 
of the most successful of European Programmes, encouraging university 
exchange, not only throughout Europe, but also with Africa and between 
African countries. 
 
The ERASMUS programme is named after the Dutch philosopher Erasmus 
 of Rotterdam, known as an opponent of dogmatism, who lived and worked  
in Europe many centuries ago. I'm happy my colleague the Dutch 
Ambassador is here today to join us on a day which is also special in his  
country – the King's day. He will say a few words about Erasmus. 
 
We also have with us my Italian colleague, who is an Erasmus alumnus, and 
will talk about his own experience, and colleagues from France and Spain – 
also wonderful countries to study in. Today we are all here, as our European 
motto says "united in our diversity". ERASMUS is also an acronym 
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meaning European Region Action Scheme for the Mobility of University 
Students. 
 
The ERASMUS programme was first set up in 1990. Today we have 
ERASMUS Plus, a new programme which started in 2014 and runs to 2020. 
Erasmus+ is the new 14.7 billion euro framework programme for education, 
training, youth and sport. It combines all the European Union's current 
schemes including the Lifelong Learning Programme, Youth in Action and 
five international cooperation programmes (Erasmus Mundus, Tempus, 
Alfa, Edulink and the programme for cooperation with industrialised 
countries). Over the past 30 years the Erasmus programmes have enriched 
the lives of 9 million people. 
 
Many Ghanaian students have taken part in the Erasmus programmed and 
some of them will share their experiences with you this morning. You know, 
when it comes to student exchange to Europe, we must count not only the 
central Erasmus programmes, funded by the EU, but also all the multitude of 
scholarships and programmes which our 28 Member States fund, through 
their bilateral cooperation. 
 
And when you add all this up, it means that each year over 1,000 
Ghanaian students obtain scholarships to study in Europe.  Of course it's 
not just mobility to and from Europe we are talking about. Erasmus plus and 
several of the other programmes encourage also mobility within Africa.  
Universities from all over Ghana benefit (the University of Ghana, Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, the University College of 
Education, Winneba, Cape Coast University, etc.) and there are exchanges 
with prestigious African universities in such counties as Uganda, Cameroon, 
Cote d'Ivoire, etc.  
 
Presently more than five students from other African Universities are 
studying at the University Of Ghana School Of Public Health and about 70 
individuals from Ghana have already benefited from an Intra-African, 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries' scholarships. The University of 
Ghana is currently coordinating an Intra-ACP project with a budget of more 
than €2 million. 
 
What do students gain from studying abroad, whether in a European country 
or in Africa? Well we are going to hear from some of them this morning. 
   
From my own experience – I was lucky enough many years ago to spend a 
year studying in France and another in Belgium - I think you certainly gain 
new knowledge , but you also gain experience of other countries and 
cultures, other ways of thinking and doing things, other ways of seeing the 
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world, including your own country. The experience profoundly changes 
your perspective, your way of thinking, enriching you as a person. 
  
I believe the Erasmus+ programme is more relevant than ever in light of the 
growing population of the youth not only in Ghana but also in other 
countries. More and more young people seeking employment after school 
but face  limited opportunities because many countries are unable to create 
the enabling environment for them to realise their dreams. 
 
Later this year, in Abidjan leaders from Africa and Europe will meet in a 
summit and the central theme will be creating jobs for young people. We all 
have to work together to achieve this. Improving the skills and experience of 
students through exchange is one part of the answer. 

We must continue to motivate and facilitate the access by young people to 
higher education.  We know that higher education plays a crucial role in 
propelling socio-economic development of every society.  

By acquiring improved skills and knowledge young people become more 
innovative. And innovation is a key ingredient of economic growth in all 
countries.  In addition the European Union and its member states are 
working in many areas here in Ghana to encourage investment and job 
creation 

So today we celebrate Ghana's rich experience as an independent country 
over the past 60 years, looking to the future. And we celebrate Europe's 6o 
years of integration and the 30th birthday one of its flagship programmes 
ERASMUS. 

My hope today is that the University of Ghana and other Universities in 
Ghana will continue take advantage of all the opportunities presented by the 
European Union and its Member States to promote academic exchange 
among students, academics and staff. 

And I hope that many of you too can benefit from this wonderful 
experience, and will later see yourselves as citizens not only of Ghana – 
citizens who return to Ghana to contribute to its prosperity - but also citizens 
of Africa, and of the World 

Thank you for your attention. 


