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Admirals, Generals, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear guests, good morning. I am very pleased to be here in Rome, today.  

And many thanks to all who managed to attend this event, which occurs at a very crucial moment in the 

Operation's life.  

EUNAVFOR MED, a Common and Security Defence Policy initiative, as most of you know, was launched 

as part of a broader, responsible and comprehensive response by the EU to the migration issues, after a 

tragic series of accidents at sea in April 2015, which caused the death of hundreds of people, illegally 

smuggled from Africa to Europe by criminal human traffickers.   

The Operation was launched in a matter of few weeks with a core mandate to disrupt the business model of 

migrant smugglers, and to contribute to EU efforts for the return of stability and security in Libya and in 

the Central Mediterranean region, in close cooperation with different stakeholders.  

Admiral Credendino has been the first commander of the Operation that was later renamed Sophia, after 

the name given to a little girl born on board a German frigate sailing under EU flag.  

In 2016, two extra tasks were added: Capacity Building training for the Libyan coastguards and Navy, and 

- very relevant - contributing to the implementation of the arms embargo on the high seas, off the coast of 

Libya, in accordance to the UNSCR. 

In this regard, Operation Sophia - as the only EU Operation in the Mediterranean Sea - has performed an 

extremely significant role in the comprehensive efforts toward the stabilization of Libya, in an area of 

strategic interest for EU and its member states. 

Admiral Credendino, Enrico: in over 4 years, you and the staff under your command have been capable to 

achieve great, tangible results.  

With the support provided by 26 EU member States, over 150 potential smugglers and traffickers were 

arrested, while about 3,000 events involving illegal weapons and over 300 activities to save a total of 45k 

lives at sea were carried out successfully. 

In fact, even if “Search & Rescue” is not part of the mission’s mandate, providing assistance to those in 

distress at sea is an obligation under international law and a moral responsibility for every sailor. 

On the other hand, numbers prove that the Operation contributed with its naval assets to actually decrease 

the migration flows in the Central Mediterranean, in the period 2016-2019. 

At the same time, Sophia also helped training almost 500 military personnel from the Libyan Navy and the 

Coast Guard, improving the country's capability to look after its own territorial waters in a more effective 

way.  



	

 

In the margin of the mission, another great achievement has been the increased level of partnership and 

cooperation with regional stakeholders and international organizations, also thanks to the diplomatic skills 

by Adm Credendino.  

Additionally, very remarkable is the level of interaction established with other initiatives like FRONTEX 

and Operation SEA GUARDIAN, for reciprocal benefit. 

Today, EUNAVFOR MED continues to operate in Central Mediterranean with several air assets (airplanes 

and UAVs): as we speak, about 300 men and women operate in the OHQ and the FHQ ashore and on-board 

airplanes, contributing to the maritime situational awareness, which is instrumental for fighting illicit 

activities. 

Therefore, considering the assets you had at your disposal, Enrico, I can only tell you: Bravo Zulu, mission 

accomplished. 

On the other hand, as security situation in Libya started to further degrade, later last year, the lack of naval 

assets decided in 2019 seriously mined the reputation of effectiveness of the mission. 

In fact, while the Operation continues to represent one of the main pillars of the European integrated 

approach to contribute to the stabilization of Libya, without ships Sophia is clearly unable to exploit its 

mandate, in regard to the arms embargo, which was confirmed as a priority at the Berlin Conference.	

To sum up, I reiterate that while there is no military solution to these crises, no crisis can be solved without 

the proper use of military tools. 

As Chairman of the Military Committee and military advisor to the High Representative, I had the 

opportunity to recall my position in several occasions: the arms embargo can be effectively enforced only 

with naval assets, with the support of strong intelligence, aerial and satellite assets.  

And I reaffirmed my military advice also last Monday, during the EU Foreign Affairs Committee, where 

the sense of urgency to intervene with proper military tools has finally been acknowledged by a political 

agreement, where Member States have found a common ground for a coherent response to the UN 

mandate. 

What we need now is to quickly proceed with the establishment of the new mission, with a new mandate, 

specifically for the arms embargo, built on the experience of Operation Sophia.  

One critical aspect to stress is that the change from Operation Sophia to the new mission must happen in a 

smooth, seamless way, as there cannot be any gap in EU presence in the Mediterranean Sea. 

The launch of this new mission will be a great opportunity for the EU to send a strong signal of cohesion, 

both for the contenders in Libya, and our partners: in time of crisis, we are capable to speak with a single 

voice.  

And I conclude. 

Thank you again, Admiral Credendino, for what you have done and achieved.  

I am sure you won't easily forget this amazing and rewarding experience. 

We wish you all the best for your next endeavour, which will bring you new, different challenges, which I 

am sure you will be able to face with your known commitment and determination. 

The good news is that we are putting the command of this operation in other very capable hands. 

Admiral Agostini, Fabio.  



	

 

You have the challenging task to maintain high the standards your predecessor has set, in a journey that 

seems far from being smooth. 

I believe your recent experience in the area of communication will be very useful in this endeavour. Try to 

make the best out of it. 

What we ask you is to remain focused, particularly during the upcoming, very delicate phase of transition. 

And remain confident that, as Military Committee, we will always work to put you in the best condition for 

accomplishing your mission. 

Fair winds and following seas, Enrico and Fabio! 

Thank you all. 


