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Speech of Ambassador Christina Lassen, Head of the Delegation of 

the European Union to Lebanon  
 

First Steering Committee of the "Security Sector Reform  
Lebanon" project 

 
Officers' Club – Yarze 

03 June 2016 
 
 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
 
General Jean Kahwaji, Lebanese Armed Forces Commander,  

Major General Abbas Ibrahim, General Security Director General, 

Mr. Jean-Paul Pritchard, Director of Operations of CIVPOL, 

Representatives of the Lebanese Armed Forces and of the General 

Security 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

 

Today, the first Steering Committee of the Security Sector Reform Lebanon 

project, a pioneering programme in the field of security in Lebanon, is being 

launched.  

 

The presence of the Lebanese Armed Forces Commander and of the 

General Security Director General is a strong signal of the importance 

given to this project, and I thank you for being here today. 
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The Lebanese Armed Forces and General Security are on the forefront in 

the fight against terrorism, the control of illegal immigration, and the internal 

stability of this country. By providing support to the Lebanese Armed 

Forces and the General Security, the European Union will assist in 

improving capabilities which will have a direct impact on the daily life of the 

Lebanese citizens, through strengthening citizen oversight.  

 

The European Union has already been engaged in the security sector in 

Lebanon through a number of projects. They range from Integrated Border 

Management to Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear – CBRN - 

issues. However, the project we are launching today is not a simple 

addition to our support; it is innovative and original in its nature. Original, 

because it fosters the "cross-agency approach". Innovative, because it is a 

rare example - if not the only one - of direct EU support to a country's 

armed forces. 

 

The Security Sector Reform Lebanon project will be implemented during 

the next two years and a half, for a total amount of 3.6 million Euros. Its 

main focus is the organisational development and communication 

capabilities of the Lebanese Armed Forces and the General Security. In a 

next step, we expect to deliver equipment for both agencies for an 

approximate amount of 1.5 million Euros. 

 

Dear General Kahwaji, Dear Major General Ibrahim,  
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We appreciate what your institutions achieve, despite the multiple 

challenges they face. I would like to seize this occasion to commend your 

soldiers and all other personnel for their commitment to their country in a 

time where Lebanon is on the front line in the fight against terrorism.  

 

The European Union stands by your side in your efforts to guarantee 

security in Lebanon. Insecurity, instability and terrorism are real threats. 

These threats are yours, and they are equally ours. Through this project, 

the European Union contributes to improved stability here in Lebanon, and 

to increased security in Europe. However, this pilot project should only be 

seen as a first step. I am optimistic that the European Union’s support to 

your institutions will continue after the successful completion of this phase.   

 

I would also like to extend my gratitude to the EU Member States present 

for their high quality cooperation programmes. Your support is of great 

value and we are very keen to collaborate closely in the various projects, 

creating real synergies.    

 

Last but not least, let me say a few words about our implementing partner, 

CIVIPOL, represented here by Mr. Jean-Paul Pritchard, Director of 

Operations. CIVIPOL brings in very experienced experts with a profound 

knowledge of the Lebanese context. Mr André Deutscher has already 

successfully implemented several EU programmes in the country. General 

Alain Pellegrini - who is well known to you all - has an extensive experience 

with the Lebanese Armed Forces, through his different appointments, the 

last one being the UNIFIL Force Commander/Head of Mission during tough 
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times in 2006. I am sure they will do their best to ensure it is a successful 

project. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The European Union is concerned and focuses on the stability in this 

region. All possible support must be given to Lebanon to help this great 

country stay out of the regional turmoil. I hope and believe that this project 

will initiate further, deeper, and wider cooperation towards a secure 

Lebanon. 

 

Thank you. 


