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Preamble

In addition to being a country of asylum and an 
important transit country, Turkey hosts more 
than 4 million persons who seek international 
protection or are under temporary protection, of 
whom 3.6 million are Syrians. With the support 
of its stakeholders in the fields of humanitarian 
aid and development, Turkey has engaged in 
significant efforts to provide shelter, protection, 
health, education, means of livelihood and social 
assistance to those 4 million people in 2019 as 
well and has maintained its position as the country 
that has been hosting the greatest number of 
“refugees” since 2014. Upon the declaration 
of 2019 as the “Year of Social Cohesion” by 
the Ministry of Interior Directorate General of 
Migration Management, these efforts have also 
included the works carried out in regards to social 
inclusion and cohesion and thereby, an important 
step has been taken towards an “inclusive and 
integrated” migration management approach. 

With our quarter century of experience in the 
field and the works carried out in the areas 
of irregular migration, protection, education, 
health, access to means of livelihood, social 
cohesion, research, capacity building and 
awareness raising, we as Association for 
Solidarity with Asylum Seekers and Migrants 
(SGDD-ASAM), are grateful for also being 
able to touch the lives of tens of thousands of 
people in 2019 by addressing through a holistic 
approach the needs of millions of persons who 
come from different geographies, nationalities, 
cultures and beliefs and who live in Turkey under 

different legal statuses. In order to share these 
experiences in Turkey and the contributions of 
our valuable partners on international platforms 
and to disseminate the good practice examples 
of the experience in Turkey, we have extended 
our activities together with our representative 
offices in Athens and Brussels. Furthermore, we 
are making substantial contributions to 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals with the local 
and national outputs we have obtained.
In this regard, we are pleased to share with you 
SGDD-ASAM’s Activity Report that contains the 
summary of the works that we have carried out 
in 2019. By virtue of the trust you have placed 
in us, as well as our vision, corporate values 
and staff working with devotion all across the 
country, we as SGDD-ASAM, are continuing 
our efforts with the same unwavering belief 
and determination to ensure that refugees and 
asylum seekers affected by crises pursue their 
lives in a manner compatible with human dignity 
and overcome the hardships encountered. 
While sharing with you SGDD-ASAM’s 2019 
Activity Report, we would like to take this 
opportunity to extend our heartfelt gratitude to 
our distinguished partners, who have supported 
our projects that enabled us to reach out to those 
in need and who never refrained from providing 
guidance to ensure that our works were 
implemented more effectively. We sincerely hope 
that our collaboration will grow stronger and 
further continue and that we will achieve many 
more successful works together in the future. 

Dear Partners,

İbrahim Vurgun KAVLAK
SGDD-ASAM General Coordinator



Introduction

Ever since the beginning of the Syrian crisis, Turkey 
has set an example for the entire world in the area of 
migration, refugees and humanitarian aid. 
Actions to meet the fundamental humanitarian 
needs of Syrian asylum seekers that were 
initially carried out by public institutions during 
the first years of the crisis are currently being 
conducted on a more comprehensive axis 
while we have entered the 10th year of the 
crisis and focuses on development, education, 
improvement of livelihood opportunities and 
social cohesion.

Of the 3.6 million Syrians living in Turkey, 
approximately 1.7 million are children. Of 
these children, 47.9% are girls, 52.1% are 
boys. Refugee children have faced many 
difficulties ever since they have migrated. The 
trauma of war, financial loss struggles, lack of 
opportunities that would prevent children to 
interact with their peers and lack of enrollment 
to formal education are among the main 
difficulties experienced by refugee children. 
While 685.000 children have been included 
in the education system as of October 2019, 
around 400.000 children are still out of school. 

It is crucial for refugee children to be included 
in the formal education system to prevent a 
lost generation and to enable children to build 
their lives as well equipped, productive and 
strong individuals by gaining access to the right 
to education.

By being the oldest and most widespread 
non-governmental organization established 
in Turkey for conducting activities in the 
field of migration, Association for Solidarity 
with Asylum Seekers and Migrants (SGDD-
ASAM) currently offers services to all asylum 
seekers and refugees in over 40 provinces 
through more than 70 centers and offices, 
without making any discrimination based on 
language, religion, gender, race or political 
opinion. By opening its first overseas 
representative office in Athens in 2016 and 
its second overseas office in Brussels in 
2019, SGDD-ASAM has carried its 25 years 
of experience in the field of migration and 
refugees to an international level.

According to the Global Trends 2018 report 
published by the United Nations Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR), the number of migrants in 
the world has reached 272 million. On the 
other hand, the global population of forcibly 
displaced person is 70.8 million. Today, 1 out 
of every 33 persons in the world is a migrant.

With the conflict and crisis that broke out 
in Syria in 2011, approximately 5.5 million 
Syrians have been forced to migrate to 
neighbouring countries, such as Turkey, 

Lebanon and Jordan. Resulting from the mass 
migration movement that began in 2011, 
there are 3.585.209 Syrians living in Turkey 
as of February 2020, based on official records 
of the Directorate General of Migration 
Management. In addition to this population, 
around 400.000 asylum seekers from other 
nationalities, who are mostly from Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Iran and Somali, live in Turkey. 
These numbers make Turkey the country that 
hosts the greatest number of refugees* and 
asylum seekers in the world.

* Concepts in national and international legislation vary due to the geographical limitation regarding the definition of refugee. 
The term "refugee" in this report is used for Temporary Protection or International Protection applicants/status holders under 
the Law on Foreigners and International Protection.
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By establishing long-term and 
integrative collaborations with public 
institutions, local administrations, 
European Union, United Nations 
Agencies, international organizations, 
universities and  
non-governmental organizations that 
provide services related to migration 
management and refugees,  
SGDD-ASAM continues its works 
on needs analysis and humanitarian 
aid, irregular migration, protection, 
education, health, livelihood 
opportunities, social cohesion, research, 
capacity building and awareness raising. 

As SGDD-ASAM, we are pleased to for 
being able to reach out to thousands 

of persons, touching their lives and 
enabling them to make changes through 
our ongoing projects or new projects 
beginning in 2019, our traditional 
events and awareness raising activities. 
Furthermore, based on the necessity 
to convey practice to theory related 
to migration, SGDD-ASAM, with its 
experience in the field for almost a 
quarter century, has established the 
Academy on Migration in 2019. The 
SGDD-ASAM Academy on Migration 
aims to contribute to the generation of 
knowledge, dissemination of information 
and unification and transformation of 
practical and theoretical information by 
utilizing the knowledge and experience 
acquired in the field over years. 

Our Partners

The projects implemented and the 
outputs obtained are in conformity 
with the United Nations 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals. In 
that regard, SGDD-ASAM directly 
contributes to SDG1-No Poverty,  
SDG3-Good Health and Well-being,  
SDG4-Quality Education,  
SDG5-Gender Equality,  
SDG8-Decent Work and Economic 
Growth, SDG10-Reduced 
Inequality and SDG11-Sustainable 
Cities and Communities goals 
through 17 different projects. 

1 NO
POVERTY

3 GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING 4 QUALITY

EDUCATION 5 GENDER
EQUALITY

8 DECENT WORK
AND ECONOMIC
GROWTH

10 REDUCED
INEQUALITIES 11 SUSTAINABLE

CITIES AND
COMMUNITIES
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In 2019 

454.791 persons have 
been provided services on 

A total of

out of 454.791 persons

172.377  
have benefited from the 
services offered at  
SGDD-ASAM offices for 
the first time.

1.486.189 occasions.

Asylum seekers from 16 different countries, 
particularly from Syria, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, 
Somali, Libya, Pakistan, Sudan and Egypt, have 
applied to SGDD-ASAM centers in 2019.  
SGDD-ASAM has provided services 1.486.189 
times to 454.791 persons. These services include 
protection assessment, counselling, vocational 
trainings, skills development and language courses, 
referral to relevant institutions and interpreter 
assistance when required and one-time cash and 
financial assistance. 

Out of those persons coming to SGDD-ASAM 
offices and centers in 2019, 172.377 have 
benefitted from the services offered for the first 
time. Of these beneficiaries, 79% are Syrian, 
9% are Afghan, 8% are Iraqi and the remaining 
4% are of different nationalities. In terms of age 
disaggregation of those coming to offices for the 
first time in 2019, 25-59 year old is the most 
common age group. 

SGDD-ASAM with 
Numbers in 2019

Among those 
who received 
services…
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Of the beneficiaries having 
benefitted from counselling 
services at SGDD-ASAM centers 
in 2019, 55.34% are women and 
girls, 44.54% are men and boys. 
Our centers provide counselling 

in the fields of education, health 
and nutrition, legal information 
and psychosocial support services. 
The age group to whom the most 
counselling services have been 
provided is the 25-59 age group.

Of the activities held at  
SGDD-ASAM centers in 2019,  
43% are awareness raising 
activities, 34% are psychosocial 
support activities, 19% are social 
cohesion activities, 3% are non-
certified educational activities 
and around 1% are focus group 
discussions. While the number of 
girls and boys participating in the 
activities are close, the number of 
adult females is 6 times more than 
the number of adult males. 

A total of 236.693 persons have participated in 7.664 
activities organized at SGDD-ASAM centers in 2019.

Age Breakdown of Counselling Beneficiaries
Gender Male FemaleGender unspecified

Female Male
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Case management, which is one of the most 
important services provided at SGDD-ASAM 
centers in scope of protection, ensures the 
registration of beneficiaries at Provincial 
Directorates of Migration Management 
and obtaining an identity card following 
counselling and referrals. In that regard, 
3.819 persons have obtained identity cards 
in 2019 through SGDD-ASAM centers. 

Protection

Child Protection
Of these out-of-school children, 42.56% are girls, 57.44% 
are boys. Various steps have been taken for these identified 
children, including social counselling, protection assessment, 
participation in certified courses and activities. In order to 
perform the necessary registration procedures to include 
these out-of-school children in the education system, 2.635 
children have been referred to Provincial Directorates of 
Migration Management. In addition, in order for children to 
benefit from formal and non-formal education programs, 
3.221 children have been referred to the Ministry of National 
Education of the Republic of Turkey or Provincial Directorates 
of National Education, 5.921 children have been referred to 
Public Education Centers, and 5.136 to formal educational 
institutions. In order to meet the needs of children following 
these referrals in terms of education, 1.247 children have 
been referred to Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundations 
(SYDV) to benefit from the Conditional Cash Transfer for 
Education Programme supported by the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Of out of 
school 
childen

With the support of 
SGDD-ASAM  
centers… 

%42.56  
consists of girls,

3.819 persons 
have obtained an 
identity card.

%57.44  
consists of boys

During counselling provided at SGDD-ASAM centers in 
2019, 26.747 out-of-school children have been identified.

Gender Breakdown of Identified Out-of-School Children
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The activities carried out by SGDD-
ASAM in 2019 related to skills building, 
language and vocational courses have 
increased greatly compared to the 
previous year. In that regard, while 
the number of persons participating in 
skills building, language and vocational 
courses in 2018 was 2.109, this number 
has increased nearly by 379.5% and 
reached 10.112 in 2019. 8.376 persons 
have successfully completed 311 Turkish 
language courses offered at SGDD-
ASAM centers, while 1.899 persons 
have completed 87 vocational courses. 
Furthermore, vocational counselling has 
been offered to 2.796 persons in 2019, 
while 1.936 persons have been referred 
for employment opportunities.

Access to Livelihood 
Opportunities 

In 2019, 9.241 children engaged in child labor have been 
identified by SGDD-ASAM. Of these children, 18.76% are 
girls, 81.24% are boys. Protection assessment, counselling 
and various activities have been organized for these children 
identified as child laborers. From these children, 2.848 have 
been referred to Public Education Centers, 1.043 to formal 
educational institutions, 1.038 to the Turkish Ministry of 
National Education or Provincial Directorates of National 
Education, 894 to health institutions and 592 to Provincial 
Directorates of Migration Management. A total of 6.415 
referrals have been made to the relevant institutions, 
including the ones mentioned above.

Gender Breakdown of Identified Children Engaged
in Child Labor



During case 
management 
procedures… 

65.044 persons 
regarding health.

78.308 vulnerabilities  
have been identified in

In regards of the vulnerabilities identified, 
64.058 persons have been offered 20.607 
disability counselling, 17.654 nutrition 
counselling, and 139.341 health counselling. 

In addition to these, transportation 
assistance has been provided 2.865 times 
through office vehicles to beneficiaries 
requiring transportation assistance to health 
institutions. 
 
Interpretation assistance is provided during 
health services based on needs analysis and 
SGDD-ASAM has provided interpretation 
assistance 17.923 times to 9.519 persons in 
2019 while accessing health services.

Health

In accordance with 
vulnerabilities…

64.058 persons.

20.607 
counselling on disabilities,

17.654
counselling on nutrition, 

139.341
counselling on health 

have been provided to

One fourth of counselling 
provided at SGDD-ASAM in 2019 
are related to health. 

78.308 vulnerabilities have been identified in 
65.044 persons during the case management 
processes carried out in 2019. These 
vulnerabilities consist of addictions, chronic 
diseases, physical disabilities, visual, hearing 
and speech impairments, mental disability, 
malnutrition, mental diseases, difficult 
pregnancy and disabilities caused by  
ill-treatment. A beneficiary may have more 
than one vulnerability.
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The phenomenon of migration brings 
along many difficulties and vulnerabilities. 
Protection interventions, developed to 
mitigate and eliminate the vulnerabilities 
of refugees with special needs, mainly 
children, women, persons with disabilities 
and the elderly, are at the center of 
SGDD-ASAM’s works. While SGDD-
ASAM has continued its protection based 

projects in 2019, it has also launched new 
projects that focus on education, access 
to means of livelihood and social cohesion, 
based on the importance of addressing 
other sectoral interventions of the 
protection component in an integrative 
manner to produce durable solutions. A 
summary of the recent projects launched 
in 2019 is provided below. 

SGDD-ASAM Projects 
Beginning in 2019 

Strong Women 
Strong Future Project
The “Strong Women Strong Future 
Project”, carried out in collaboration 
with the Refugee Support Center 
(RSC-MUDEM) under the GAP 
P.A.C.E. (Personal Advancement & 
Career Enhancement) program, aims 
to empower women by improving the 
career development and social skills of 
refugee woman. Trainings are organized for 
beneficiaries at 26 SGDD-ASAM offices 
located across 18 provinces, particularly 
Ankara, Gaziantep, Izmir and Istanbul.

Following the capacity building trainings 
provided to SGDD-ASAM and RSC-
MUDEM’s employees, 3.600 refugee 

women have been included in a 45-
hour personal development and career 
development training module. 

The GAP P.A.C.E. program, initially 
implemented in 2013 for woman 
employees, developed over time through 
collaboration with various institutions 
and international organizations to extend 
worldwide to include all women. With 
the Project, being implemented in Turkey 
since April 2019 with the collaboration of 
SGDD-ASAM and RSC-MUDEM and in 
which 300.000 women from 18 countries 
have been included, it is aimed to reach 1 
million women by the end of 2022.

Through the trainings that consist of 5 
modules on communication, time and stress 
management, problem-solving and decision 
making, water-sanitation and hygiene, and 
financial literacy, it is aimed to assist women to 
make a difference in their lives.
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Social Cohesion of 
Refugees Project 

Enabling refugees to learn Turkish so that they could 
participate in social life in Turkey are among the 
important objectives of the Project. 

With the “Social Cohesion of Refugees 
Project”, which is funded by the 
European Union and has been launched 
in March 2019, it is aimed to improve the 
participation of refugees in social life, to 
facilitate their access to rights and services, 
and to develop social cohesion between the 
host community and refugees. Furthermore, 
it aims to improve the service capacities 
of local authorities towards refugees. In 
scope of the Project, works are carried out 
at SGDD-ASAM Multi-Service Support 
Centers located in Denizli, Manisa, Samsun, 
Çorum, Çankırı, Nevşehir, Konya, Eskişehir 
and Mardin, Sustainable Living Centers in 
Karabük, Ordu and Yalova, and the Field 
Office in Kırıkkale. 

Through social cohesion activities, 
awareness raising sessions and peer 
information activities provided at SGDD-

ASAM Multi-Service Support Centers and 
in the provinces where these centers are 
located, beneficiaries are provided with the 
necessary information for accessing areas of 
education, health and employment. 

Turkish courses, Foreign Student 
Examination (YÖS) and courses for 
developing refugees’ basic life skills are 
organized in scope of the protocol signed 
between SGDD-ASAM and the Directorate 
General of Lifelong Learning of the Republic 
of Turkey Ministry of National Education. 
Social cohesion activities are conducted with 
the participation of the local community 
and refugees in scope of the Project that 
has been developed in collaboration with 
municipalities, Provincial Directorates of the 
Republic of Turkey Ministry of Family, Labor 
and Social Services, social assistance and 
solidarity foundations and universities. 
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Promotion of Economic 
Prospects for Syrians Under 
Temporary Protection and Host 
Community in Turkey Project

With the “Promotion of Economic Prospects 
for Syrians Under Temporary Protection 
and Host Community in Turkey Project”, on 
behalf of the Republic of Turkey Ministry 
of National Education Directorate General 
of Lifelong Learning (MoNE – DG LLL) and 
German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
implemented in collaboration with 
the German Agency for International 
Cooperation (GİZ), it is aimed to embark 
on initiatives for improving voca tional 
and language skills of Turkish and Syr ian 
beneficiaries and providing employment 
opportunities.
 
Aiming to reach out to a total of 1.600 
beneficiaries, of which 800 are Turkish 
and 800 are Syrians under Temporary 
Protection, the Project is being run at 18 
Public Education Centers (PECs) affiliated 
with Republic of Turkey Ministry of National 
Education that are located in Adıyaman, 
Denizli, Diyarbakır, Istanbul and Tekirdağ 
provinces. Increasing women’s employment, 

which is vital for development, is also an 
important element of the Project. In this 
regard, women beneficiaries are given 
priority when identifying beneficiaries and it 
is aimed to ensure that at least 30% of the 
beneficiaries are women. 

Within the scope of the employment-
oriented project, upon receiving the Turkish 
language training, Syrian beneficiaries, 
together with Turkish beneficiaries, are 
provided with vocational trainings designed 
in line with the demands of the labor 
market and are provided with incentives 
throughout the trainings. The Project 
offers 3-month employment incentives to 
employers in order to support short-term 
employment of the beneficiaries who have 
completed their trainings.

Simultaneously with the trainings, seminars 
on occupational health and safety, work 
ethics, culture and conditions, and work 
permits in Turkey are organized for the 
Project beneficiaries.  

With the Project, which is an important step in providing the 
beneficiaries with the knowledge, skills and implementing 
competencies required by a particular profession in line 
with the needs of the labor market and national plans and 
programmes, it is also aimed to create a qualified labor force 
that will contribute to sustainable economic development. 
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Workshops related to starting a business 
in Turkey with the support from the Small 
and Medium Enterprises Development 
Organization of Turkey (KOSGEB) are also 
among the Project activities. Furthermore, 
counselling services are offered in order 
for the beneficiaries seeking a job to 
be registered to ISKUR (Turkey Labor 
Institution) and other job search databases. 

In the Project, which includes nearly 

50 vocational trainings within the 
scope of more than 10 fields of 
professional expertise ranging from 
clothing manufacturing to information 
technologies, Labor Market Reports are 
also drawn up that analyzes the labor 
market dynamics, needs and opportunity 
areas in five implementation provinces. 
Accordingly, it is aimed to contribute to 
devising development-oriented projects in 
Turkey in the medium and long run. 

As providing information on work permit procedures 
and relative legislation for asylum seekers and refugees 
through seminars are among the Project’s important 
objectives, seminars, in which incentive opportunities 
planned for private sector representatives and goals 
related to the employment process are explained, 
are carried out with the support of local authorities, 
including chambers of industry and commerce.
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Strengthening Social 
Cohesion and Inclusion 
Through Sports Among 
Refugee and Turkish 
Youth Project

Awareness raising activities on issues such 
as “nutrition, hygiene, personal development, 
children’s rights and child development” are 
organized the families and social circles of 
children who will attend the courses and it 
is planned to reach more than ten thousand 
persons through these activities.

The “Strengthening Social Cohesion and 
Inclusion Through Sports Among Refugee 
and Turkish Youth Project”, funded by the 
Olympic Refuge Foundation (ORF), is 
implemented with the partnership of the 
Republic of Turkey Ministry of Youth and 
Sports, United Nations Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR), Turkish National Olympic 
Committee (TNOC) and SGDD-ASAM. 

With the Project, which is implemented 
in the provinces of Ankara, Bursa, Mersin, 
Samsun and Şanlıurfa, it is aimed to 
strengthen the social cohesion of children 
under temporary and international 
protection and children of the host 
community through sports and to identify 
children under risk and refer them to the 
relevant institutions. 



Sports courses in different branches are 
offered to 8-18 year old children and youth in 
scope of the Project. It is aimed to reach out 
to 3.600 children each year through courses 
intended for strengthening social cohesion. 

It is planned to invite successful 
sportspersons and artists to festivals 
that will be held at the end of the course 
period and to organize various cultural 
and social activities. Including children, 
who have assumed a leading role and 
have highly participated in the courses, 
in the “Volunteer Leaders Camp” that 
is located in the camp centers of the 
Republic of Turkey Ministry of Youth and 
Sports is also among the opportunities 
of the project provided to children.

Identifying youth above age 18 who 

are part of the social circles of children 
attending the courses and who have 
an ability and interest in sports is also 
among the project objectives. It is 
aimed to organize trainings for these 
persons and to grant them occupational 
certificates. Within the Project, 
protection activities for disadvantaged 
beneficiaries and those under risk are 
also planned; vulnerable beneficiaries 
who have been identified are referred 
to SGDD-ASAM offices and concerning 
institutions in the relevant provinces. 

ASSOCIATION FOR SOLIDARITY WITH ASYLUM SEEKERS AND MIGRANTS
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The “Support for School Enrolment Programme”, 
run with the financial support of the European Union 
and collaboration with the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), contributes to raising schooling rates 
of Syrian children and improving their access to 
formal and non-formal education opportunities. 

Support for School 
Enrolment Programme

Mustafa Safran, Deputy Minister of
National Education of Republic of Turkey

Mehmet Nezir Gül, General Director of Republic of Turkey
MoNe Life-Long Learning



In the programme, where the 
identification, assessment and follow-
up of 5-17 year old boy and girls are 
performed, it is aimed to include children 
in formal or non-formal education 
programs that are suitable for their 
age. It is also aimed to reduce school 
dropout rates by providing information 

and referral to families. Fieldworks are 
conducted throughout the programme in 
Adana, Bursa, Gaziantep, Istanbul, Izmir, 
Konya, Mersin and Şanlıurfa for around 
30.000 asylum seeker and refugee 
children who are out-of-school, cannot 
continue school or carry the risk of 
dropping out of school. 

Mobile teams, who carry out field surveys 
to identify out-of-school children and 
children carrying the risk of not continuing 
school, assess children according to their 
levels of risk and inform their families 
about education opportunities and other 
available social aid. Therefore, support 
is provided to enable children to access 
education without any difficulties through 
the “Accelerated Learning Programme” 
and referrals to Turkish courses. 

In addition, awareness raising activities are 
organized for children and their families 

regarding issues like access to education 
opportunities. Briefing meetings are 
organized for local institutions and 
organizations in the project provinces of 
the programme. 

Communication for Development-C4D 
activities are also among the important 
components of the Programme. In that 
regard, briefing meetings for caregivers/
parents, role model meetings with 
children, caregivers and parents, and 
structured activities for adolescents are 
organized.

In the programme, implemented in collaboration 
with relevant institutions and organizations, 
namely the Republic of Turkey Ministry of National 
Education and Republic of Turkey Ministry of Youth 
and Sports, works are conducted together with 
mobile teams to enable out-of-school children or 
children carrying the risk of not continuing school to 
be included in education.

ASSOCIATION FOR SOLIDARITY WITH ASYLUM SEEKERS AND MIGRANTS
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Social and Economic 
Stabilization of Syrian 
Women and Adolescent 
Girls Project

The Project, which is funded by the 
Japanese Government and is run by 
the United Nations Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment 
of Women (UN WOMEN) under 
the partnership of SGDD-ASAM 
and Southeastern Anatolia 
Project Regional Development 
Administration, is being implemented 
in the province of Şanlıurfa. 

The main objectives of the Project 
include increasing the access of 
Syrian and Turkish women and girls 
to livelihood opportunities, ensuring 
their self-sufficiency and increasing 
their resilience. Within the scope of 
the Project, digital skills trainings are 
offered in Şanlıurfa in order to enable 
women to have access to long-term 
income generating jobs, to develop 

their creative design skills and to 
have access to the labor market. 
Also, the speaking skills of refugee 
women and girls develop through the 
speaking clubs at the Multi-Purpose 
Community Centers (ÇATOM) under 
the Southeastern Anatolia Project. 

In regards to gender equality-
based social cohesion activities, 
awareness raising activities are being 
organized about women’s rights, 
gender equality, and sexual and 
gender-based violence. As part of 
the Project, psychosocial support 
services are offered in addition to 
house visits that are conducted 
with a view to ensuring that women 
have access to fundamental rights 
and services, as well as protection 
mechanisms.

The trainings and counselling services provided 
under the Project are carried out at the Multi-Purpose 
Community Centers (ÇATOM) and Youth and Culture 
Houses that are affiliated to the Southeastern Anatolia 
Project Regional Development Administration. 



With the establishment of a social enterprise, 
company or cooperative based on a realistic market 
analysis and a business idea compatible with market 
targets, it is aimed to ensure Syrian and Turkish 
women’s collective access to new sources of income. 

“Strengthening Economic Opportunities 
for Syrians under Temporary Protection 
and Turkish Citizens in Selected Localities 
Project”, as a component of an integrated 
project that is run by the World Bank with 
the financial support of the European 
Union, is being implemented under 
the partnership of Ankara Chamber of 
Commerce (ACC), ACC IDEA, Altındağ 
Municipality, Joon Social Design, Istasyon 
TEDU and SGDD-ASAM. With the project, 
it is aimed to facilitate Turkish and Syrian 
women’s adaptation to the business world 
by enhancing their entrepreneurship and 
professional skills and to draw up sustainable 

business models by way of establishing 
business partnerships in order to improve 
economic competence of beneficiaries. 
Within the scope of the Project that targets 
women living in Ankara, trainings are 
organized to transform traditional handicrafts 
into commercial products that are innovative, 
original and high in added-value.

Under the Project, SGDD-ASAM’s Ankara 
Community Center conducts activities 
for ensuring social cohesion. Publishing 
e-learning materials on the ACC IDEA 
e-Learning Platform is among the objectives 
of the Project, which will serve with an 
innovative and tailored curriculum.

Strengthening Economic 
Opportunities for Syrians 
under Temporary Protection 
and Turkish Citizens in 
Selected Localities Project 

ASSOCIATION FOR SOLIDARITY WITH ASYLUM SEEKERS AND MIGRANTS
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Supporting Asylum 
Seekers and Refugees 
in Labor Market with 
Language Trainings Out Of 
Working Hours Project 

With the “Supporting Asylum Seekers and 
Refugees in Labor Market with Language Trainings 
Out Of Working Hours Project”, supported by the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), it 
is aimed to facilitate the access of refugees, who 
work in Izmir and Istanbul, to Turkish language 
courses. 

With the Turkish language courses 
organized on weekends and after working 
hours during the week, it is aimed to 
develop the language skills of refugees 
and promote their social cohesion in the 
working environment. A1 and A2 level 
Turkish language courses that beneficiaries 
will complete in 6 months are promoted 
with social cohesion activities, speaking 

clubs, translation projects and activities 
enabling them to acquire a professional 
language. 

With the project, it is also aimed to 
organize social cohesion and peer support 
activities for participants from the 
refugee and host community. Supporting 
gender equality is also among the project 
objectives.
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Non-governmental organizations 
play a significant role in sharing the 
humanitarian dimensions of migration 
with the public and informing the 
community on false facts concerning 
refugees. Ever since its establishment, 
SGDD-ASAM has been conducting 
awareness raising activities in order 
to eliminate any prejudices that might 
emerge in relation to refugees within 
the community.

While including elements like 
culture, art, sports and music that 

unite communities in awareness 
raising activities to ensure social 
cohesion, SGDD-ASAM also organizes 
awareness raising activities for media 
representatives in order to support 
accurate reporting of news on 
refugees.

It also conducts awareness activities 
on gender-based violence, children’s 
rights, and problems experienced by 
persons with disabilities. Information 
on the activities organized for that 
purpose in 2019 are provided below.

SGDD-ASAM’s
Awareness
Raising Activities

SGDD-ASAM’s 12th Traditional 
Cappadocia Women’s Gathering, 
organized on the occasion of March 
8 International Women’s Day, was 
held in Nevşehir with the participation 
of over 2.000 Turkish and refugee 
women. With the event, it was aimed 
to draw attention to similar problems 
experienced by women coming from 
different geographies, strengthen the 
solidarity among women and contribute 
to social cohesion between the local 
community and refugee women. 

9 March 2019, Cappadocia/Nevşehir

12th Traditional Cappadocia 
Women’s Gathering 

21



Another purpose of the event, 
organized with the slogan “Women 
are Stronger Together!” and aims to 
bring together women on a common 
platform, was to acquaint Turkish 
and refugee women with the unique 
beauties of Cappadocia. A culture 
tour to historical places like Üç 
Güzeller (Three Beauties), Çavuşin 
Church, Göreme, Üç Hisar (Uchisar) 
Castle and Paşabağları (Monks) 
Valley was organized for the women 

accompanied by the Balkan Orchestra. 

The “Neighboring Women’s Patchwork” 
prepared under the leadership of 
SGDD-ASAM Ankara Community 
Center by hundreds of women coming 
from different provinces, was also 
displayed at the event. This special day, 
to which numerous press members 
attended and which was celebrated 
with great joy, was broadcasted live by 
CNN Türk and Haber Global.



3rd Children’s Festival 

Refugee children living in Turkey were not 
forgotten on April 23. More than  
6 thousand children attended the 
Children’s Festival, held on the occasion 
of 23 April National Sovereignty and 
Children’s Day for the third time at 
Ahlatlıbel Atatürk Park by SGDD-ASAM 
with the collaboration of UNICEF and 
support of Çankaya Municipality.

Turkish and refugee children attending 
the event celebrated April 23 with 
balloons, pantomime, music and stage 
performances, accompanied by clowns 
and story heroes. While children had 

an entertaining time with the Balkan 
Orchestra’s songs, the best three groups 
of the SGDD-ASAM Al Farah Choir 
and Young Musicians Competition 
performed their songs. Representatives 
from public institutions and international 
organizations, United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) Turkey Representative 
Philippe Duamelle in particular, also 
attended the 3rd Children’s Festival. Since 
2019 was also the 30th anniversary of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 
Children’s Festival was celebrated with 
greater enthusiasm. 

26 April 2019, Ankara
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The ‘Media and Refugees Press Meetings’, launched by 
SGDD-ASAM in 2016, commenced with five workshops, 
which became the first of its kind in Turkey, to which 
hundreds of journalists came together in 2016 and 2017 in 
Ankara, İstanbul, Antalya, Gaziantep and Adana provinces 
and discussed the role of the media in relation to migration 
and refugees. The Media and Refugees Press Meetings, 
which continued with five separate meetings in 2018, were 
held again as a series of meetings for the fourth time in 2019. 

With this event, which was organized with the financial 
support of the European Union and the collaboration of RSC-
MUDEM in Ankara, Izmir and Van respectively, and then in 
Ankara again as a closing meeting, more than 2.500 members 
of the local and national media have been reached in seven 
different provinces up till now. 

Media and Refugees 
Press Meetings

11-12-13 October 2019, Ankara
1-2-3 November 2019, İzmir
8-9-10 November 2019, Van

22-23-24 November 2019, Ankara

Dr. Gökçe Ok, Republic of Turkey Ministry of Interior 
Deputy Director General of Migration Management

Şeref Malkoç, Chief Ombudsman of 
the Ombudsman Institution
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Besides the Republic of Turkey Ministry of 
Interior Deputy Director General of Migration 
Management Dr. Göçke Ok, Chief Ombudsman 
of the Ombudsman Institution Şeref Malkoç, and 
Chief Advisor to the President of the Republic 
of Turkey Mehmet Akarca in particular, a great 
number of specialists from the Ministry of National 
Education, Ministry of Youth and Sports, the 
European Union Delegation to Turkey and United 
Nations entities also attended the meetings held 
in 2019. Throughout the meetings, information 
was provided as regards to how refugees have 
been depicted in the media, the use of correct 
terminology in the field of migration, false facts 
concerning the refugees, and the legislation 
governing the rights of refugees. Awareness 
raising presentations were given for the press 
members, who are of a significant importance 
in terms of ensuring refugees’ integration to our 
society and cohesion with the local community.

Furthermore, in the course of the Press Meetings, 
prominent figures of the media world such 
as photographer and documentary producer 
Coşkun Aral, NTV News Director Mete Çubukçu, 
Kanal D Ankara Representative Ercan Gürses, 
Haber Global Ankara Representative Faruk 
Demirel, TRT News Presenter Ahmet Görmez, 
Reuters Chief Photographer Murad Sezer and 
News Photographer Ümit Bektaş, Chairman of 
Photojournalists Association of Turkey Rıza Özel 
and President of the Turkish News Cameramen 
Association Aytekin Polatel shared their 
journalistic experiences in the area of migration.
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2nd Refugee Film Festival 
The 2nd Refugee Film Festival, organized 
with the financial support of the 
European Union with the collaboration 
of SGDD-ASAM and RSC-MUDEM, 
attracted great interest from film lovers. 
While films were screened during the 
Festival in Ankara, Yalova and Karabük 
respectively, the Festival started with 
a gala held at CerModern in Ankara. 
Famous films and documentaries that 
address the theme of migration and 

refugees such as, Capernaum, The Guest, 
The Other Side of Hope, Fatima, Le Havre 
and The Good Postman, were watched 
by an audience of approximately three 
thousand persons. The Festival, the 
first of which was organized in 2015, 
contributed to raising social awareness 
on the issue of migration and refugees 
and to revealing humanitarian dimensions 
of migration by drawing attention to the 
challenges experienced by refugees.

25-26-27 October 2019, Ankara
2-3 November 2019, Yalova

23-24 November 2019, Karabük 



The gala of the Festival, which took 
place in Ankara, was attended by 
Chief Advisor to the President of the 
Republic of Turkey Mehmet Akarca, 
Deputy Head of EU Delegation 
to Turkey Eleftheria Pertzinidou, 
Director of the film “The Guest” 
Andaç Haznedaroğlu, representatives 
of international institutions and 
organizations, and film lovers. In her 
speech delivered at the gala, Deputy 
Head of EU Delegation to Turkey 
Eleftheria Pertzinidou drew attention 
to the challenges of human mobility 

that have been faced in the era we live 
in and underlined the need for global 
solutions. Pertzinidou noted that the 
festival aimed to raise awareness about 
refugees and migration and emphasized 
that the festival will contribute to 
the understanding of humanitarian 
dimensions of migration. In the Ankara 
section of the Festival, Director of the 
film “The Guest” Andaç Haznedaroğlu 
came together with film lovers for an 
interview following the screening of the 
film. The festival drew great attention 
in Yalova and Karabük as well.
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News from SGDD-ASAM
in 2019

Based on the vision of introducing its a quarter century 
experience in the field of migration and refugees on 
international platforms and developing collaboration, 
SGDD-ASAM opened its first representative office in 
Athens in October 2016 and its second representative 
office in Brussels in January 2019. Through SGDD-ASAM 
Brussels Representative Office, established to extend 
its communication and collaboration network with other 
stakeholders in Europe, mainly with institutions and 
organizations affiliated to the European Union, various 
activities will be conducted to introduce the experiences 
and works of Turkey and SGDD-ASAM in regards to 
migration management and practices on a global scale. 

SADA Women’s Cooperative, 
formed by 50 Syrian, Turkish and 
Afghan women in scope of the 
“Strengthening the Resilience 
of Syrian Women and Girls and 
Host Communities Project” that is 
implemented under the leadership of 
the United Nations Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment 
of Women (UN Women) and 
the partnership of Gaziantep 
Metropolitan Municipality, 
International Labour Organization 
(ILO) and SGDD-ASAM, was 
established in March 2019. Within 
the Cooperative, productions are 
made in areas of shoemaking, textile 
and regional food. 

January 2019, Brussels

March 2019, Gaziantep

SGDD-ASAM Opened its Second Foreign 
Representative Office in Brussels 

A story of solidarity and success from the hands of 
women: SADA Women’s Cooperative 

Tayfun Yılmaz // UN Women



The cooperative that produces handicraft 
products through women’s solidarity has 
become known worldwide in a very short 
time. By being included within the top 
100 applications from among nearly 1000 
applications, SADA Women’s Cooperative 
was able to attend the Paris Peace Forum 
held in France in November. SADA Women’s 
Cooperative Project turned into a story of 
success that they created, produced and 
won together. Furthermore, SADA Women’s 
Cooperative succeeded in being chosen by 
the jury among the top 10 projects at the 
closing of the Forum and was invited to the 
Forum again for the next year. The Paris 
adventure of this peace project, launched 
in a small classroom by Gaziantep women 
who joined hands with Syrian and Afghan 
women, will also continue the following year. 

Apart from the SADA Women’s Cooperative, 
gender equality based protection activities 
are being conducted and the capacity of 
women for coping with difficulties are being 
enhanced; their access to fundamental rights 
and services is supported by providing legal 
and social counselling, health counselling 
and psychosocial support at the SADA 
Women Development and Solidarity Center 
that has been established in Gaziantep in 
scope of the Project. A1-A2 level Turkish 
language courses and speaking clubs are 
also organized at this Center, in addition to 
necessary referrals being made to ensure 

that women have access to the labor 
market. Through the child-friendly space 
set up within SADA Women Development 
and Solidarity Center, childcare support 
is provided. The children of those women 
participating in courses and trainings are able 
to benefit from the nursery service.

Apart from Turkish and refugee women and 
girls, men and boys are also included in the 
social cohesion activities conducted in scope 
of the Project. By attending “Father-Child 
Kitchen Workshops”, men hold discussions 
on gender roles and also contribute to 
gender equality by participating in male 
attended activities.

The SADA Women Development and 
Solidarity Center is hosting the “Tomorrow’s 
Women Committee” that continues to 
actively carry out its works. With the 
awareness raising sessions organized each 
week, the Committee aims to strengthen 
the capacity of all women and girls. Being 
a part of international platforms such as 
“Grand Bargain”, “Global Compact” and 
“International Municipal Forum: From 
Emergency to Resilience and Development”, 
the Committee continues to organize 
activities related to women’s rights. SADA 
Women’s Choir, formed at the Center by 
Syrian, Turkish and Afghan women, comes 
together each week to experience women’s 
solidarity with the uniting power of music.

Tayfun Dalkılıç // UN Women
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The Conference on Pathways to Social Cohesion was 
organized at Hacettepe University on 10-11 April 2019 
with the partnership of Migration and Politics Research 
Center of Hacettepe University (HUGO) and SGDD-ASAM 
in scope of the “Education Programme for Syrian Refugees 
and Host Communities”, which is supported by the German 
International Cooperation Agency (GİZ), has aimed to 
identify areas of dialogue regarding social cohesion 
between Turkish citizens and Syrian population and to 
provide a platform for different actors from government, 
private and civil society sectors to exchange information. 

Since the majority of Syrians under Temporary Protection 
are below the age 30, the importance of activities for 
strengthening communication between Syrian and Turkish 
youth has been emphasized. The Conference has been 
attended by representatives of government institutions 
and local administrations in Turkey and Germany, 
representatives of the Syrian community, international 
organizations, representatives from non-governmental 
organizations, youth, academicians, and university 
students.

During the Conference, BILSY-GİZ Director Joachim 
Scheurer, Hacettepe University Rector Prof. Dr. A. Haluk 
Özen, Ambassador of Germany Martin Erdmann, Deputy 
Minister of the Ministry of Youth and Sports İhsan Selim 
Baydaş and Deputy Minister of National Education Reha 
Denemeç delivered their opening speeches, respectively. 
GİZ Turkey Country Director Rubeena Esmail-Arndt, 
General Director of Ministry of Interior Directorate General 
of Migration Management Abdullah Ayaz, SGDD-ASAM 
General Coordinator İbrahim Vurgun Kavlak and Deputy 
Secretary General of Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality 
Dr. Abdullah Aksoy addressed refugee policies, integration 
of refugees who are expected to remain as permanent 
residents, repatriation of asylum seekers who have been 
rejected, access to education, language courses, labor 
market and combatting the main reasons of (forced) 
migration. Folk dances, concerts, exhibitions, poetry slam, 
drama and dialogue activities have been organized by 
the Project partners in the fair area during the two-day 
conference.

10-11 April 2019, Ankara

Conference on Pathways to Social Cohesion 



In scope of the “Education Campus” 
Project, being implemented in Adana 
and Istanbul since November 2016, two 
separate meetings were held with the 
participation of business circles for the 
purpose of providing information on the 
Access of Refugees and Asylum Seekers to 
the Labor Market and sharing experiences. 
The first of these briefing meetings were 
held on 2 May 2019 in Adana, while 
the second was held on 17 September 
2019 in Istanbul, where information was 
provided on application procedures for 
work permits, incentives for employers, 

and vocational trainings, and on-the-job 
trainings and experiences of refugees in 
the labor market were shared. 

Throughout the meetings, the works 
carried out towards refugees by the 
Directorate General of International 
Labor Force, Turkish Employment Agency 
(İŞKUR), Social Security Institution 
(SGK), Ministry of National Education 
Directorate General of Lifelong 
Learning, employer representatives and 
international organizations such as ILO, 
UNHCR, GİZ, and IOM were explained.

2 May 2019, Adana
17 September 2019, İstanbul

Meetings on Access of Refugees and  
Asylum Seekers to the Labor Market
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The “Workshop on Refugees’ Access to 
Higher Education in Turkey” was held on 
18-19 November 2019 in Ankara with 
the collaboration of SGDD-ASAM and 
the Academic and Scientific Cooperation 
Project of Turkey (TABİP), which is a 
project that is implemented by Yunus 
Emre Institute under the auspices of the 
Presidency of the Republic of Turkey 
and aims at enhancing academic and 
scientific studies in Turkey. 

In the Workshop, all components related 
to Syrian youth at higher education age 
(19-24 years of age) and approximately 
270 thousand higher education 
candidate students aged 15-18 being 
included in the higher education system 
in Turkey have been addressed in depth. 
The problems experienced in being 
included in the higher education system, 
the preparation and registration phase, 
access to the labor market following 
higher education, vulnerable groups and 
students with special needs, support 

mechanisms and their functioning, 
expectations and suggestions were 
discussed during the Workshop. 
Furthermore, relevant government 
institutions such as the Ministry of 
National Education in particular, 
universities, international organizations 
and non-governmental organizations 
as well as adolescents from many 
different nationalities, including Syrian 
and Afghan students and graduates, 
participated in the Workshop to share 
their experiences. 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Başak Yavçan and Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Ayselin Yıldız were part of the 
Advisory Board, which was formed in 
the preparation and planning stage of 
the Workshop that was developed under 
the partnership of TABİP and SGDD-
ASAM. It is planned for the Workshop 
outputs to be outlined in a final report in 
2020 and for a conference to be held on 
Refugees’ Access to Higher Education. 

18-19 November 2019, Ankara

Workshop on Refugees’ Access to Higher 
Education in Turkey 



While Migrating (Göç’erken) Theater

Following the drama training that 
members of the Youth of the Future 
Committee received in scope of the 
‘Theater for Friendship’ project, which 
was launched in 2018 with the support 
of UNHCR, the ‘While Migrating 
(Göç’erken)’ theater play was staged 
for the first time in Gaziantep with the 
participation of Turkish, Syrian and Iraqi 
youth. Thereafter, the play went on a 
Turkey tour. 
New members joined the theater team 
and by being performed in the provinces 
of Kahramanmaraş (4 August 2019), 
Malatya (1 September 2019), Adana 
(15 September 2019), Osmaniye (22 
September 2019), Hatay (3 November 
2019), Şanlıurfa (17 November 2019), 
Ankara (24 November 2019) and Mardin 
(15 December 2019), ‘While Migrating’ 

has reached an audience of over 1.500 
persons. 
While Migrating, staged bilingually with 
the motto “A Theater Play for Friendship”, 
aims to strengthen communication and 
cultural interaction between ethnic and 
social groups. Through the play put on 
stage by refugee and Turkish youth, 
messages have been delivered regarding 
peaceful coexistence and contribution 
has been made to social cohesion and 
breaking down of prejudices and public 
perceptions towards refugees. While also 
helping to empower youth and promote 
their self-reliance through art, it has 
been observed that the youth present 
throughout the project has gained 
experience in project management, acting 
with a sense of responsibility, developing 
empathy and planning.
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Based on the necessity of transferring practice to 
theory related to the issue of migration that continues 
to gain significance each day, SGDD-ASAM, with 
its experience in the field for almost a quarter 
century, has established the Academy on Migration 
on 22 December 2019, which is its foundation 
anniversary. This Academy, established in Ankara, 
aims to contribute to the generation of knowledge, 
dissemination of information and unification and 
transformation of practice and theoretical information 
by utilizing the knowledge and experience acquired 
by SGDD-ASAM in the field over the years. 

SGDD-ASAM Academy on Migration aspires to form 
an effective platform of dialogue among universities, 
policymakers, international organizations and civil 
society actors, to contribute to literature in Turkey 
and throughout the world related to migration, to 
promote sharing of academic information and to 
support qualitative studies and students and young 
researchers interested in the area of migration. Based 
on these aims, it is planned for various activities 
to be conducted within the scope of SGDD-ASAM 
Academy on Migration, including peer-reviewed 
journal, seminar programs, migration library, research 
scholarships, panels and conferences.

22 December 2019, Ankara

Migration from Practice to Theory:  
SGDD-ASAM Academy on Migration 



While carrying out works and projects, SGDD-ASAM 
attaches great importance to establishing cooperation with 
national and local institutions and organizations, either due 
to legislation or for generating effective, integrative and 
durable solutions. In that regard, in order to conduct joint 
works, SGDD-ASAM has signed cooperation protocols in 
2019 on education, health, protection, access to means of 
livelihood, and social cohesion with government institutions 
such as Ministry of National Education Directorate General 
of Lifelong Learning, Ministry of Youth and Sports Directorate 
General of International Organizations and Foreign Relations, 
Ministry of Industry and Technology Presidency of GAP 
Regional Development Administration and with non-
governmental organizations such as Association of Child 
and Future (ÇOGEL), Health and Social Services at Home 
Association (EVSAD) and Refugee Support Center (RSC-
MUDEM).

Furthermore, protocols have been signed with Hacettepe 
University Faculty of Dentistry, concerning activities to be 
conducted for asylum seekers and refugees in Turkey on 
raising awareness on the mouth and dental health, and with 
Hacettepe University Faculty of Communication, concerning 
activities for promoting social cohesion in scope of traditional 
food culture. A “Cooperative Education Cooperation 
Document” for organizing cooperative trainings with SGDD-
ASAM for 3 terms for undergraduate students has also been 
signed with TOBB University of Economics and Technology. 

It is aimed to continue existing collaborations and to 
establish new partnerships in 2020 as well.

Cooperation Protocols 
Signed in 2019 
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1- Republic of Turkey Ministry of National Education, General Directorate of Life Long Learning

2- Republic of Turkey Ministry of Youth and Sports, General Directorate of International 
Organizations and External Affairs 

3- GAP Regional Development Administration

4- Republic of Turkey Ministry of Health, İstanbul Provincial Directorate of Health 

5- Republic of Turkey Ministry of Health, İzmir Provincial Directorate of Health 

6- Republic of Turkey Ministry of Health, Ankara Provincial Directorate of Health 

7- Republic of Turkey Ministry of Health, Hatay Provincial Directorate of Health 

8- Republic of Turkey Ministry of Health, Mersin Provincial Directorate of Health 

9- Republic of Turkey Ministry of Health, Samsun Provincial Directorate of Public Health 

10- Amasya Provincial Directorate of Family, Labor and Social Services

11- Karabük Provincial Directorate of Family, Labor and Social Services

12- Gaziantep Directorate of Probation

13- Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality

14- Eskişehir Metropolitan Municipality

15- Adana Metropolitan Municipality

16- Çorum Municipality

17- İstanbul Avcılar Municipality

18- Eskişehir Tepebaşı Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundation

19- Adana Union of Chambers of Craftsmen and Artisans

20- Child and Future Association (COGEL)

21- Bodrum Marine Rescue Association

22- Health and Social Services at Home Association (EVSAD)

23- Hacettepe University Faculty of Dentistry

24- Hacettepe University Faculty of Communication

25- TOBB University of Economics and Technology

26- Mind and Intelligence Games Federation (TAZOF)

27- Ankara Chamber of Commerce Innovation Consultancy Education Research Limited 
Company, Ankara Chamber of Commerce, Joon Social Design and Innovation Solutions, 
TED University Social Innovation and Altındağ Municipality

The list of institutions with which  
SGDD-ASAM has cooperation protocols and 
memorandums of understanding:



SGDD-ASAM in the Press

CNN Türk

Euronews

TRT Çocuk

NTV

Kanal D

ATV

THE 12TH CAPPADOCIA WOMEN’S GATHERING

THE 3RD CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL

TRT Haber

The 3rd Children’s Festival, organized by the 
Association for Solidarity with Asylum Seekers and 
Migrants (SGDD-ASAM) with the collaboration 
of UNICEF on the occasion of 23 April National 
Sovereignty and Children’s Day, was held on 
26 April 2019 with the participation of over 6 
thousand Turkish and refugee children.

UNICEF Turkey Representative Philippe Duamelle 
and Deputy Mayor of Çankaya Municipality Gülsün 

Bor Güner delivered the opening speeches of the 
3rd Children’s Festival that was hosted by Çankaya 
Municipality at Ahlatlıbel Atatürk Park. The day 
was celebrated with great joy where children had a 
delightful time accompanied by music, games and 
stage performance throughout the event. The 3rd 
Children’s Festival was broadcasted live by CNN 
Türk and Haber Global and received both visual 
and printed media coverage by Euronews, NTV, 
Kanal D, Milliyet, TRT Çocuk, A Haber and ATV.

The Association for Solidarity with Asylum Seekers 
and Migrants organized the 12th Traditional 
Cappadocia Women’s Gathering on the occasion 
of 8 March International Women’s Day, with the 
participation of more than 2 thousand Turkish and 
refugee women. This special day, attended by dozens 
of members of the press and celebrated with a great 
enthusiasm, was broadcasted by TRT World, VOA 
News, CNN Turk, ATV and Haber Global channels. 
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SGDD-ASAM in the PRESS
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Contact Us
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