
1 

 

European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) 2014-2020 - Single Support Framework for 
EU Support to the Republic of Moldova (2014-2017)  

 
The relationship between the Republic of Moldova (hereafter 'Moldova') and the EU in based 
on the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) of 1994, and the EU-Moldova 
European Neighbourhood Policy Action Plan of 2005. These agreements are to be replaced, 
respectively, by an Association Agreement (AA) and an Association Agenda. Both sides aim 
at signing the AA in June 2014. 

In its dialogue with Moldova, the EU will pay particular attention to the fight against 
corruption, the proper conduct of elections, the reform of the justice and law enforcement 
systems, the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, sector reforms and 
regulatory approximation in view of AA implementation, improvement of the business 
environment, education reform, and implementation of the decentralisation strategy. The EU 
will also encourage constructive engagement with the breakaway region of Transnistria. 

Following comprehensive consultation with the Government, civil society organisations, 
multilateral and bilateral donors, international financial institutions and international 
organisations, a consensus has been reached on three priority sectors to be financed through 
the national envelope: 

• Public Administration Reform (indicative 30%) 

The Government recognises the need to modernise Moldova's public administration system 
as a means to achieve its foreign policy objective of political association and economic 
integration with the EU as well as effective decentralisation. Moreover, to pursue its goal of 
reinvigorating the rural economy, the Government needs to strengthen the system of local 
and regional governance in all parts of the country. 

• Agriculture and Rural Development (indicative 30%) 

The Government has acknowledged the importance of agriculture and rural development 
policies in order to diversify employment opportunities; re-create a sense of community in a 
rural but deeply divided country; empower rural communities; halt labour migration and 
attract investment; and increase the competitiveness of the agri-food sector. 

Confidence-building measures in the areas of local development represent the main action 
for the Transnistrian region and the Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia. Should 
political circumstances permit also other complementary forms of assistance, such assistance 
could be also mobilised under this SSF. 

• Police Reform and Border Management (indicative 20%) 

Recent ENP progress reports drew attention to the need to strengthen law enforcement 
capacities and to sustain over time the achievements of the visa liberalisation action plan. 
Therefore, EU support will focus more directly on assisting the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
to reform the police force, demilitarise the border police, introduce a rights-based policing 
policy, and tackle police corruption. Emphasis will also be placed on further securing 
Moldova’s borders by tackling organised crime, trafficking, smuggling and counterfeiting.  

These actions are complementary with the priorities of regional co-operation, notably 
energy, transport, environment, water and waste management. In addition, complementary 
support for capacity development will address the implementation of commitments 
deriving from EU agreements and the dialogue on mobility, where not already covered by 
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sector assistance; and complementary support to civil society will help Moldova's civil 
society build stronger democratic processes and accountability systems outside the three 
priority sectors.  

Financial overview: 

 Indicative allocation 2014-2020 €610,000,000 - €746,000,000   

 Indicative allocation 2014-2017 €335,000,000 - €410,000,000 

Including: Public administration reform 30% 

 Agriculture and rural development 30% 

 Police reform and border management 20% 

 Complementary support: 

Capacity development and institution building 

Civil society 

20% 

15% 

≤5% 

 

 


