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Mr. Chairman(Ms. Chairwoman),  

Your Excellencies,  

Distinguished Delegates,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I would like to begin by expressing my sincere appreciation to Her Excellency Baroness 

Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 

Policy, and His Excellency Mr. Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, President of the Federal 

Republic of Somalia, for hosting this much anticipated conference on Somalia at this 

critical juncture. My deep respect also goes to the people of Somalia for their devotion in 

mapping their own future as they work hard to break free of war, destruction, and 

poverty to achieve the goals of reconstruction, development, peace and security. 

 

Korea welcomes the concerted efforts by the EU and Somalia to bring the New Deal 

Compact  which is very much in the spirit of the with the five Peace- and State-building 

goals of the New Deal agreed upon at the Fourth High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, 

Busan, 2011. The Compact, which well reflects the New Deal principles, is indeed built 

on a solid foundation.  We are of the view that the adoption of this Compact represents a 

meaningful starting point - it is expected to provide a consolidated mechanism through 

which the international community will back up the Somali Government’s reconstruction 

and development efforts. We expect, as a result of this meaningful conference, that the 

international community may be able to establish an optimal modality for rendering 

support to Somalia where necessary resources can be efficiently allocated in accordance 

with the priorities for reconstruction of Somalia. To ensure that valuable progress is 

made in the Compact, we also believe that the Somali Government should pursue 

accountability mechanisms in the field of development assistance and also seek to 

reduce its dependence on foreign aid in the future. 

 

Korea is now reviewing its policy to increase  the volume of aid for countries in the Horn 

of Africa. With Somalia's departure from its violent past, we are now focusing on how to 

increase our engagement with Somalia in building a working bureaucracy to achieve its 

reconstruction and development goals. At the multilateral level, Korea will continue to 

increase its contribution to support the Compact and to provide various forms of 

humanitarian assistance through the WFP, UNICEF and other organizations. 

 

Moreover, Korea is seeking ways to strengthen bilateral support for Somalia to provide 

proper assistance to the Somali Government for the implementation of its development 

plan. As the first former recipient of aid to join the DAC, the Republic of Korea is 

convinced that its experience of development over the last six decades can be of great 

value to Somalia, serving as a frame of reference and guidance. In this regard, the 

Republic of Korea will expand capacity building programs for the sharing with Somali 

government officials and experts of our know-how with regard to establishing efficient 

well-functioning institutions and developing human resources.  

 

Korea is of the view that restoring peace and stability in Somalia is equally critical. 

Despite security improvements following the ousting of the insurgents, we are still 

concerned about security threats in the country as shown in the recent terrorist attacks 
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in Mogadishu by al Shabaab. As a Chair of the UN Security Council Committee pursuant 

to resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907 (2009) concerning Somalia and Eritrea, Korea is 

committed to playing its part in the international community’s efforts in controlling arms 

transfers to reduce security threats in the country.  

We have been participating in the global efforts to combat piracy such as by deploying 

the naval unit 'Cheonghae' charged with the mission of escorting merchant ships and 

fighting against piracy in cooperation with the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF). We are 

also supporting AMISOM by contributing to the trust fund and through the UN Security 

Council consultations. Korea also welcomes the deployment of UNSOM, which embarked 

on its operations on June 3rd. We believe that UNSOM will play a significant role in the 

Somali Government’s efforts to restore peace and security. 

 

It is my sincere hope that this conference will be of value in paving the way for a 

brighter future for Somalia. We look forward to the firm support of the international 

community and continued efforts by the Somali Government.  I take this opportunity to 

reaffirm that, in tandem with this, the ROK will continue to play an active part in 

supporting the efforts by Somalia by sharing our development experience as well as 

through the implementation of various capacity building programs. We will continue to 

be a true friend to the Somali people. Thank you for your kind attention.  

 


