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OSCE Permanent Council N°1095 
Vienna, 7 April 2016 

Interpretative Statement under Paragraph IV.1 (A) 6 of the 
Rules of Procedure of the Organisation for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe 

 

 

In connection with the decision of the Ministerial Council on the extension of the 

mandate of Ms Dunja Mijatovic as the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the 

Media, the European Union would like to make the following interpretative statement 

under the relevant provisions of the Rules of Procedure, and we request this 

statement to be attached to the decision. 

 

The European Union considers the autonomous institutions to be key OSCE 

assets.  We stand firmly with the RFoM as an institution and fully support its mandate 

and the excellent work of the current office holder, Ms Dunja Mijatovic. 

 

The European Union thanks the Chairmanship in Office for its tireless efforts to 

appoint a Representative on Freedom of the Media before the mandate of Ms Dunja 

Mijatovic ends. Nine participating States nominated candidates for this position, 

including seven from the European Union, offering participating states a wide range 

of capable candidates to choose from. Despite the best efforts of the Chairmanship in 

Office to build consensus, they were all rejected by one participating State, the 

Russian Federation. We have heard so far no credible explanation from the Russian 

Federation as to why none of the nine candidates would be acceptable. Participating 

states must now show the strongest sense of responsibility and ownership, to find a 

new representative in a process that must be planned and managed carefully in 

order to be successful. The current situation must therefore be analysed carefully.  

 

In this situation, a prolongation of the mandate of the current Representative is a 

reasonable way to ensure the continued functioning of the office. We have called for 
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a substantial and meaningful extension as an exceptional measure that would allow 

the representative and the institution to fulfil its mandate in a meaningful way. We 

interpret this decision as a commitment by all participating States to ensure the 

further proper functioning of the institution until a successor has been appointed, if 

consensus has not been reached by the end of the year.  

 

The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO*, and 

ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and Potential Candidate 

BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, and the EFTA countries ICELAND and NORWAY, members of the 

European Economic Area, as well as UKRAINE and GEORGIA align themselves with this statement. 

* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Albania continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 

 

 


