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OSCE 26th Annual Implementation Assessment Meeting, 
Vienna, 1-2 March 2016 

EU Statement at the Opening Session 
 

The European Union and its Member States are pleased to participate in the 26th 

Annual Implementation Assessment Meeting. We thank the Chairmanships of 

Iceland and Italy as well as the coordinators of the working sessions for the thorough 

preparation of the meeting.       

We regret that again this year, which is of particular importance for the Vienna 

Document, our discussions take place against the background of the crisis in and 

around Ukraine. In this context, Russia’s actions continue to raise serious concerns 

and challenge European security. The crisis in and around Ukraine reminds us of the 

confidence building potential of the Vienna Document, if implemented fully and in 

good faith, as well as of the urgent need to modernise it to better address the current 

European security environment. While CAC and CSBM regimes are not designed to 

solve conflicts they can increase transparency, enhance predictability and thereby 

contribute to security, stability and mutual trust, even in times of crisis.  

We believe that respecting the existing principles and commitments in the politico-

military area is a continuous obligation. Given the serious changes in the security 

environment, modernising the politico-military toolbox is an urgent task in order to 

increase transparency and predictability in the OSCE area. We commend the 

initiatives taken by participating States to that effect.  

This year's AIAM is held only two weeks after the High-Level Military Doctrine 

Seminar which derives from the Vienna Document and constituted an important 

CSBM in itself. The HLMDS was a valuable opportunity for high-level military 

dialogue. More frequent discussions on military doctrines could serve to increase 

transparency and thereby confidence among the participating States. The AIAM is 

another opportunity to enlighten us on the way ahead. We look forward to a 

constructive debate among delegations, guided by the coordinators' FFT papers and 
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supplemented by practical examples of implementation. We should do so with the 

further aim of improving our overall level of implementation of the Vienna Document 

and other Confidence and Security-Building Measures. 

We are aware that a commitment to strengthen the Vienna Document has to be 

guided by political will. And we cannot neglect the current circumstances we find 

ourselves in with international law and OSCE principles and commitments being 

challenged and in some cases not respected. At the same time we remain convinced 

that a more robust document will be beneficial for all of us. We appreciate the start of 

informal consultations on the updating and modernising of the Vienna Document over 

the last few weeks. We look forward to further negotiations on strengthening the 

Vienna Document, including a comprehensive review of the Vienna Document Plus 

proposals with the aim of increasing military stability, transparency and predictability 

for all participating States. We reiterate our readiness to pursue both a pragmatic and 

forward looking approach in this process. 

In this spirit we look forward to the discussions during the upcoming two days on the 

way ahead in this important task.  

The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and 
ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and Potential Candidate 
BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, and the EFTA countries ICELAND, LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, 
members of the European Economic Area, as well as UKRAINE, the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, 
GEORGIA, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO align themselves with this statement. 
 
* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Albania continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 


