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EU Statement on “Countering Terrorism – transnational 

threats in the OSCE area”  
 
Transnational threats, such as terrorism, transnational organised crime and cyber 

threats, are no doubt among the main security challenges we face in our days.  

 

 The EU and its Member States acknowledge that the OSCE has developed an 

impressive framework with topical decisions and documents to address transnational 

threats, namely through preventing and countering violent extremism and 

radicalisation leading to terrorism (VERLT), police and border co-operation and cyber 

confidence building measures. We believe that OSCE activities in these areas should 

continue to focus on the organisation’s particular added value. 

 

 We cannot prevent and counter these threats in isolation. And we can only 

effectively address them in a comprehensive and cross-dimensional manner, while 

fully respecting OSCE commitments and principles, in particular those in the field of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms. Indeed, this is clearly set out in the 

commitments we have signed up to in the OSCE.  

 

[TERRORISM] 

 

Today’s discussion focuses on counter terrorism and rightly so. Sadly, almost no 

week goes by without us having to mourn the victims of heinous terrorist attacks 

across the OSCE region and in the territories of Partners for Cooperation. These are 

indiscriminate attacks driven by propaganda and hate, against our norms, values and 

principles, against our ways of living and against what we stand for. 
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 We fully support the primary role of the UN in preventing and countering terrorism 

and welcome the close coordination and cooperation between the OSCE and the 

UN. Last December in Belgrade, Ministers of the participating States of the OSCE 

adopted two important Declarations. These built on previous commitments to prevent 

and counter terrorism, most recently in 2014 in Basel on Kidnapping For Ransom 

(KFR) and Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTF), as well as on relevant resolutions of the 

UN Security Council. Looking ahead at the 2016 Ministerial Council in Hamburg, we 

support the proposal by the CiO that participating States commit to establishing 

Advance Passenger Information - or API - systems in line with international 

standards and guidelines.  

 

The recent report by the Secretary General on the implementation of the 2015 

Ministerial Declarations showed the various and "united" activities undertaken by the 

Secretariat, the autonomous institutions and the field missions in support of 

participating States. It included also proposals for additional action. The Berlin 

conference was also extremely valuable to analyse and discuss how best to prevent 

violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism within the OSCE, particularly 

through its focus on youth and women. At that conference, Foreign Minister and CiO 

Frank Walter Steinmeier reminded us that our response to terrorism should not be 

hatred in return. While prosecuting those responsible for such crimes, our response 

has to be to defend and strengthen human rights and democracy and promote 

tolerance. That response offers the best and most secure future for our youth. 

 

[ORGANISED CRIME] 

 

 While millions are attracted by prosperity and peace in our countries, others seek to 

undermine and abuse our legal systems. Effective border management plays a 

critical role in helping to prevent and counter the movement of foreign terrorist 

fighters, as well as trafficking in human beings, people smuggling and other forms of 

transnational organised crime. Cooperation at regional and international level of law 

enforcement agencies is essential if we want to effectively tackle organised crime 

networks and fight against impunity of traffickers.  
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 The OSCE has valuable expertise to offer at both policy and operational level - in 

terms of policing and border management - and we encourage participating States as 

well as Partners for Cooperation to make use of it. In this regard, we consider the 

OSCE Border management Staff College a key resource, which should be developed 

and put on a sustainable financial footing in order to help meet the increasing 

demand for border management assistance. 

 

[CYBER] 

 

Finally, we welcome this year’s adoption of additional confidence building measures 

to enhance cyber security as well as the CiO initiative to identify how work in the 

OSCE on cyber and ICT security issues can be intensified in the politico-military 

dimension and extended to cover economic and environmental as well as human 

aspects. The cyber confidence building measures, which are designed to increase 

transparency and trust, are crucial in order to reduce the danger of miscalculation, 

misperception and misunderstanding. Their ultimate goal is a reduction in the risk of 

tension and conflict between states. We stand ready to both contribute to advancing 

their implementation and to explore additional CBMs.  

 

[PARTNERS FOR CO-OPERATION] 

 

Our Partners for Cooperation are confronted with the same or similar challenges. In 

this regard, we support efforts to implement Ministerial Council Declarations on 

Cooperation with Mediterranean and Asian Partners and to explore new paths of 

collaboration with a view to addressing common transnational threats and challenges 

in a manner consistent with the OSCE’s comprehensive approach to security.   

 

[CONCLUSION] 

 

Mr Chairperson, the OSCE makes a valuable contribution in the fight against 

transnational threats. We look forward to continuing our joint work to improve the 

OSCE’s effectiveness in tackling transnational and emerging threats and challenges. 

For this to be effective and sustainable, now and in the long term, full respect of 
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OSCE commitments and principles, in particular those in the field of human rights 

and fundamental freedoms, is essential. 

 
The Candidate Countries TURKEY, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 
MONTENEGRO*, SERBIA* and ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process 
and Potential Candidate BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, and the EFTA countries ICELAND, 
LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, members of the European Economic Area, as well as UKRAINE, the 
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, GEORGIA, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO align themselves with this 
statement. 

* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part 
of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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