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At the outset, the EU and its Member States would like to thank the panellists for 

their comprehensive and thought provoking interventions on the very important topics 

of human trafficking and irregular migration. This session comes at a very opportune 

moment. 

The European Union recognises the need to pro-actively tackle the root causes of 

irregular migration and indeed, the broader phenomenon of forced displacement, by 

stepping up efforts on conflict prevention, resolving existing conflicts and addressing 

climate change challenges and human rights abuses, all of which are major drivers of 

forced displacement. The EU and its Member States will continue promoting 

collective global responses to the root causes of forced displacement, contributing to 

finding durable solutions, and building the resilience of vulnerable communities.  

The EU and its Member States proposed a new, development-oriented policy 

framework to address forced displacement, together with humanitarian assistance. 

This approach is set out in the Commission Communication "Lives in Dignity: from 

Aid-dependence to Self-reliance: Forced displacement and development". Its aim is 

to foster the self-reliance and resilience of the displaced and their host communities 

through securing sustainable livelihoods and access to basic services, including 

education at all levels. This framework will build upon a broad engagement between 

international donors, host governments, local communities, civil society and the 

displaced themselves with the objective of improving living conditions during 

protracted forced displacement, achieving durable solutions for ending displacement 

and mitigating the shock of large-scale movements of people on host countries. 
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The root causes of crises and conflicts must be addressed so as to end the needless 

loss of lives and human suffering. The primary responsibility to prevent and solve 

conflicts lies with national governments and non-state parties to armed conflict, and 

requires the engagement of communities and civil society in political and governance 

processes. The European Union stands ready to support these processes and 

reconfirms that resolving and preventing conflicts, and preventing relapses into 

conflict, is a primary objective of the EU’s external action. 

The European Union also recognises the fundamental need to dismantle networks 

that operate in the smuggling of migrants and trafficking of persons. The leading EU 

agencies in this regard are EUROPOL and FRONTEX. One must also recognise the 

important contribution made by the Common Security and Defence Policy naval 

operation in the Mediterranean Sea and the Common Security and Defence Policy 

missions in Libya and the Sahel. All of these mechanisms allow for contributions by 

or cooperation with third states and/or other international or regional organisations.  

The European Union also recognises the role of the OSCE in this regard. The OSCE 

is contributing in many ways to strengthen law enforcement operations to dismantle 

smuggling and trafficking networks. The OSCE's comprehensive approach to security 

results in a close cooperation between the Special Representative and Co-ordinator 

for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings and other departments such as the 

Transnational Threats Department and institutions such as the Office for Democratic 

Institutions and Human Rights.  

Additionally the OSCE has organised a series of conferences in the Western Balkans 

during 2015 and 2016 that dealt with the issue of irregular migration and continues to 

implement specific capacity building programmes, amongst the participating States, 

both in terms of policing and border cooperation. The European Union fully backs the 

OSCE's supporting role in dealing with the issues of irregular migration and human 

trafficking. The Informal Working Group on Migration is another avenue in which to 

explore what else can be done on the issue of migration. The European Union 

welcomes cooperation between the OSCE, UNODC, INTERPOL, EUROPOL and 

FRONTEX.  
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The migrant smuggling challenge faced by Europe and the countries from the Bali 

process is similar and yet very specific for each respective region. Nonetheless, 

some of the measures discussed during this seminar could serve as good examples 

of best practice applicable for each region.  

Dealing with the issues of migrant smuggling and human trafficking requires a global 

response through international, regional and national efforts.  As a regional body, the 

European Union encourages ASEAN to play an active role here. Eradicating the 

trafficking of human beings remains one of the four pillars of the EU's Global 

Approach to Migration and Mobility and the European Union welcomes external 

cooperation towards achieving this goal.   

The highest priority for any region facing a migrant smuggling challenge should be 

the protection and assistance to victims of trafficking, especially women and children. 

It is essential that victims of trafficking amongst migrants are identified as early as 

possible and are offered suitable protection. The European Union is able to fulfil such 

priorities through EU legislation, specifically the Directive on "Preventing and 

Combating Trafficking in Human Beings and Protecting its Victims", that contains 

robust protective provisions for victims. This piece of legislation includes a strong 

gender perspective that offers gender-specific assistance and support measures as 

appropriate.  

Additionally, in 2012 the European Commission adopted the EU Strategy towards the 

Eradication of Trafficking in Human Beings. One of the main priorities of this Strategy 

is the identification, protection and assistance of victims of human trafficking.  

The European Union ensures that victims of trafficking in human beings can avail 

themselves of emergency assistance and health care to labour rights, rights 

regarding access to justice and to a lawyer, residence, as well as possibilities of 

claiming compensation. 

The EU's holistic approach to dealing with victims of human trafficking focuses on 

protection. It is a victim-and human-rights centred approach that is also gender-
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specific and child-sensitive. The European Union remains more than willing to share 

with you our experience in this sphere.  

In conclusion, the EU would like to reiterate its commitment to pursuing and 

strengthening cooperation with our Asian Partners, including through the OSCE, 

wherever this organisation can be of assistance with its comprehensive approach to 

security in order to better confront current and emerging challenges both regionally 

and globally. 

The Candidate Countries MONTENEGRO*, SERBIA* and ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation 
and Association Process and Potential Candidate BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, as well as UKRAINE 
and ANDORRA align themselves with this statement. 

* Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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