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2016 OSCE Asian Conference 

Bangkok, 6 - 7 June 2016 

EU Statement – Session 1: Enhancing International Efforts 
to Strengthen Security Co-Operation  

 
 

It is an honour and a privilege to address the first session of the 2016 OSCE Asian 

Conference on behalf of the European Union. We would like to express our warmest 

gratitude to the host country, the Kingdom of Thailand, for their excellent hospitality and 

thank Germany, as the 2016 OSCE Chairmanship, and the Republic of Serbia, as the Chair 

of the OSCE Contact Group with the Asian Partners for Co-operation, for the smooth 

preparation of this annual event. 

We would like to thank the panellists for their engaging presentations. These Asian Partners 

conferences provide us with an excellent opportunity to learn from each other's experiences 

and discover ways in which we can work together to enhance our shared security. 

Security developments in South Asia, the Middle East and in North Africa demonstrate that 

there is a need for global joint action to fight terrorism and extremism, while defending 

international human rights standards, democracy and the rule of law. Terrorism poses a 

direct threat to all countries and all people, regardless of their ethnic background, religion or 

belief. To tackle terrorism effectively, we need to address the root causes of radicalisation 

and violent extremism. These issues cannot be ignored by any country in the world today 

and show that we need to step up efforts and cooperation on a national, regional and 

international level – including with our partners in Asia.  

The European Union has intensified cooperation with countries in the Middle East, North 

Africa, Persian Gulf and other parts of the world. The emphasis of such cooperation has 

been on capacity-building measures, addressing foreign terrorist fighters, law enforcement, 

border management, aviation security, curbing terrorist financing and countering violent 

extremism. The promotion of interfaith and intercultural dialogue with the Muslim world, and 

the implementation of effective conflict prevention measures are also high on the European 

Union's agenda.  

Throughout international and regional fora, the EU has stressed the need for an integrative 

and inclusive approach to counter violent extremism. It is essential that such an approach 
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involves religious leaders and a free and independent civil society with a strong emphasis on 

youth. In order to prevent radicalisation, the EU Counterterrorism strategy is built upon the 

four pillars "prevent, protect, pursue and respond" instead of a more security dominated 

approach, as we feel that such an approach could be counterproductive. We would welcome 

the speakers to present their thoughts on such an approach.  

The European Union fully supports the UN Secretary General's Plan of Action on the 

Prevention of Violent Extremism, and considers this plan to be an important foundation for 

further international cooperation in this area. In this regard, we are ready to further 

strengthen cooperation with ASEAN on counter-terrorism issues, in particular on a 

multilateral level and through the United Nations. We have been actively engaged in the 

ASEAN Regional Forum on counter-terrorism and transnational crime. Additionally, we fully 

support the Global Counter Terrorism Forum, of which some of our OSCE partner states and 

the European Union are founding members.   

Countering violent extremism and radicalization that lead to terrorism can only succeed if we 

work together. We welcome the increased attention this issue has enjoyed in the OSCE and 

underline our continued support for the OSCE's role in contributing to the global fight against 

terrorism. We believe that with its cross-dimensional approach, the OSCE has a unique 

capability to support both the participating States as well as the Partners for Co-operation. 

The OSCE's comprehensive approach to security has made us especially effective in 

addressing these "cross-dimensional" security challenges; challenges that are significantly 

impacting European and Asian, as well as international, peace and security.  

Overall, the OSCE is seeking to operationalize international commitments within the regional 

setting and focus on capacity building mechanisms in order to help implement these 

commitments. These commitments include the 2015 OSCE Ministerial Council Declaration 

on Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism and Radicalization leading to Terrorism and 

the 2014 OSCE Ministerial Council Declaration on Countering Foreign Terrorist Fighters and 

on Kidnapping for Ransom. These declarations explicitly call for cooperation and 

engagement with the OSCE's Partners for Co-operation on such issues. Clearly indicating 

the OSCE's desire for progress, we are now looking for consensus in order to promote the 

sharing of advanced passenger information systems within the aviation sphere which is 

particularly relevant in identifying and preventing the potential travel of foreign terrorist 

fighters.  

Mrs/Mr Chairperson, Terrorism is not the only threat we are facing today. On the issue of 

cybersecurity, the OSCE has done ground-breaking work to try and operationalise 

international norms, as outlined by the UN Governmental Group of Experts, within the 
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regional setting. The OSCE has also agreed on a series of confidence building measures 

that seek to increase transparency, cooperation and stability within the field of cybersecurity. 

Some of these measures, such as the nomination of points of contact to alert authorities in 

case of cyber security incidents, could serve as sources of inspiration or examples of best 

practice for other regional organisations. 

The European Union and its Member States strongly supports the two-pronged approach 

that focuses on the implementation of already agreed confidence building mechanisms whilst 

identifying new avenues for additional confidence building mechanisms. We welcome the 

initiative of the German Chairperson-in-Office to identify how work in the OSCE on cyber and 

ICT security issues can be intensified in the politico-military dimension and extended to cover 

economic and environmental as well as human aspects. We welcome the side event that is 

organised by the US Delegation as Chair of the Informal Working Group on cyber security 

later today, which will provide an opportunity to inform partners more concretely about the 

OSCE approach and efforts in the cyber field as well as to listen to our Asian Partners for 

Co-operation.  

In conclusion, we once again thank today’s speakers for their interesting presentations. Let 

me stress that the OSCE - Asian Partnership remains meaningful and important towards 

fostering a culture of regional cooperation. We would like to remind all parties that the 

European Union is committed to pursuing and strengthening cooperation with our partners, 

including through the OSCE, wherever the organisation can be of assistance with its 

comprehensive approach to security. 

The Candidate Countries MONTENEGRO*, SERBIA* and ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation 
and Association Process and Potential Candidate BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, as well as UKRAINE, 
the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and ANDORRA align themselves with this statement. 

* Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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