
EU Collaborative Research 
and Innovation
Opportunities

Published by the
Delegation of the European Union
to the United States.

2175 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037
202.862.9500

For more information: 
www.EUintheUS.org 
www.facebook.com/EUintheUS
www.twitter.com/EUintheUS
delegation-usa-info@eeas.europa.eu

n  Horizon 2020 
 http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/

horizon2020/
n  European Research Council 

http://erc.europa.eu/
n  Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 
 http://ec.europa.eu/research/

mariecurieactions/ o
n
 t

h
e
 w

e
bHow Does It Work?

Horizon 2020 brings together a broad spectrum of 
stakeholders and offers easier access to more funding to 
researchers in more fields than ever before. It also brings 
research and innovation closer together by providing 
seamless support from scientific discovery to commer-
cialization—from the lab to the shopping cart. 
Horizon 2020 encompasses all EU-level funding for re-
search and innovation, under three main priorities:

n Supporting Excellent Science. Funding the best re-
search in Europe, promoting career advancement and 
mobility for scientists, and supporting the develop-
ment of world-class research infrastructures.

n Fostering Industrial Leadership. Accelerating the 
development of technologies and innovations that 
will become the foundation of tomorrow’s businesses, 
and helping Europe’s small and medium-sized com-
panies to grow into world-class entities.

n Solving Societal Challenges. Finding solutions to 
global problems, including: health, demographic 
change, and well-being; food security, sustainable 
agriculture, and forestry; marine and maritime and 
inland water research, and the bio-economy; secure, 
clean, and efficient energy; smart, green, and integrat-
ed transport; climate action, environment, resource 
efficiency, and raw materials; inclusive, innovative, 
and reflective societies and secure societies - protect-
ing freedom and security.

Horizon 2020 is the largest and most open international 
research cooperation program in the world. It is expect-
ed to help increase the scale and scope of transatlantic 
research and innovation collaboration, especially in the 
following areas:

n  Marine and Arctic 
n Health
n Advanced Materials
n Transportation
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What is Horizon 2020?

Am I Eligible for Funding?

Competitive calls for proposals are open to everyone, 
including organizations or individuals outside the Eu-
ropean Union.
If you are a non-European researcher willing to do 
much of your work in an EU Member State or associ-
ated country, you may be eligible for a European Re-
search Council (ERC) grant, which rewards the best 
ideas for high-risk, high-gain frontier research from top 
researchers of any nationality:

n  ERC Starting Grant: Available to researchers with 
two to seven years of post-doctoral experience.

n ERC Consolidator Grant: Available to researchers 
with seven to 12 years of post-doctoral experience.

n  ERC Advanced Grant: Available to researchers who 
have already established themselves as independent 
research leaders in their own right. 

If you are interested in training, mobility, and career de-
velopment in Europe, you may be eligible for funding 
using the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions. 
Although EU funding is not automatically available to 
U.S.-based research teams who are partners in select-
ed collaborative Horizon 2020 projects*, they can still 
benefit from access to complementary expertise, equip-
ment, data, and facilities; economies of scale and an ex-
panded research scope; enhanced research quality; effi-
ciency, speed, and impact gains; access to new networks 
and alliances; and career development.

*except currently under the “Health, Demographic Change, and 
Well-Being” societal challenge

Horizon 2020’s 
Challenge-Based Approach
Horizon 2020 also utilizes a “challenge-based” ap-
proach: the EU defines the problem and asks partici-
pants to propose the best way to reach a solution. Spe-
cial focus areas include personalized health care, energy 
efficiency, and blue growth—unlocking the potential of 
oceans and seas with a strategy supporting sustainable 
growth in the marine and maritime sectors.  

?
A new multi-year program from the 
European Union, the Horizon 2020 
Framework Program for Research 
and Innovation offers more than $100 
billion in funding between 2014 and 
2020 to support scientifically-excel-
lent research, innovation, and tech-
nological development, mostly in a 
transnational and multidisciplinary 
collaborative mode. 
Horizon 2020, the latest word in more 
than three decades of EU support for 
such research and technological de-
velopment, fosters ideas, growth, and 
jobs and ensures that Europe pro-
duces world-class science, removes 
barriers to innovation, and makes it 
easier for the public and private sec-
tors to work together in delivering in-
novation.

How Do I Apply?

You can learn more about eligibility, open calls, and the 
application process by accessing the European Commis-
sion’s dedicated Participant Portal for Horizon 2020 at 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desk-
top/en/opportunities/h2020. 


