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“In today’s world no power can be assumed 
to be self-sufficient on security issues. 

Europe needs a strong and committed 
America, as its oldest and closest ally. And 

America needs a strong Europe, for its own 
national interest. We hold a joint place in 

the world. We can only stand up to today’s 
challenges if we stand together.”

 
Federica Mogherini, 

EU High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy
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“The EU’s Common Security and Defense 
Policy: Transatlantic Partners in Global 
Security” first took place in Washington, DC, 
in April 2012, and has been held annually 
each spring since that time.

The transatlantic symposium, part of the EU 
Delegation's "EU Rendez-Vous" event series, 
brings together American and European 
defense and security policy decision-
makers and experts—both  military and 
civilian—for  a day-long discussion of the 
EU's current and future crisis management 
capabilities, specific operations and missions, 
and future transatlantic cooperation in crisis 
management. 

Through candid and vibrant debates about 
the critical issues facing the transatlantic 
relationship today, EU Rendez-Vous events 
strengthen the enduring relationship between 
the United States, the European Union, 
and the EU’s Member States.  For more 
information, please visit www.EUintheUS.
org/EURendezVous. 

“Since the EU’s first Common Security 
and Defense Policy (CSDP) mission 

in Bosnia, launched in 2003, the 
United States and the EU have worked 

together on the ground—and with 
other partners, especially NATO 
and the UN—to address shared 

security concerns in the Balkans, 
in Afghanistan, across Africa, and 

elsewhere in the world.”

White House Fact Sheet
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Introduction from Ambassador  
David O’Sullivan

The world has changed dramatically in the 21st 
century.  Nations and their leaders face ongoing 
global threats ranging from terrorist activity and 
cyber-attacks, failed and fragile states, to ethnic and 
sectarian warfare. 

Europe must engage all possible levers of influence to 
respond constructively to these challenges—political, 
diplomatic, and economic—and coordinate our civil 
and military expertise to counter the risks. The EU's 
"comprehensive approach" to crisis management 
underpins our Common Security and Defense Policy 
(CSDP).  

Nations cannot stand alone. The EU cannot respond 
to the threat of terrorism in isolation.  The EU-U.S. 
relationship is stronger working in partnership 
defending our interests, protecting our citizens, and 
demonstrating our compassion and humanity in an 
increasingly challenging security environment.  

Our achievements depend on the ability to find ways 
to ensure that American and European civilian and 
military capabilities are interoperable whether they are 
deployed in the Western Balkans, the EU's Southern 
Neighborhood, or conflict zones around the world 
where we rely on each other for support and success.  
We must continue to enhance our collaboration to 
contribute to mutual goals of maintaining the balance 
of peace and prosperity worldwide.

The EU's relationship with NATO is essential. The 
scope of the tools and instruments available to the EU 
combined with the depth of the defense capabilities of 
NATO reinforce the importance and relevance of each 
other on the global stage.  

Head of Delegation of the European Union 
to the United States 
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In this publication, I invite you to learn more about 
the EU's Common Security and Defense Policy, how it 
works, where it operates, and what it can accomplish. 



The economic integration that has led to today's 
European Union was launched in the wake of World 
War II, as the leaders of  European nations realized 
that a permanent peace on the continent could only be 
achieved by pooling the raw materials of war under a 
common authority.  More than 60 years later, fostering 
peace still remains one of the EU’s guiding objectives. 

Through its Common Security and Defense Policy 
(CSDP), the EU is empowered to mobilize civilian 
and military resources to manage global crises and 
contain and prevent the types of conflict that can 
lead to extremism, terrorism, and state failure.  CSDP 
provides a mechanism to share civilian expertise in 
areas such as policing, the rule of law, and civilian 
administration, as well as to undertake “boots on 
the ground” military operations that help secure and 
stabilize conflict areas and fragile states.

CSDP has been operational since 2003, when the 
EU launched its first civilian mission—the EU Police 
Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina—and deployed its 
first military operation—Concordia—to the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. To date, thousands 

of EU Member State troops and civilian experts have 
carried out more than 30 CSDP operations on three 
continents, typically in support of United Nations or 
NATO crisis management objectives in the areas of 
peacekeeping, monitoring, and conflict prevention. 
Some of the most recent CSDP missions reflect the 
changing landscape of crisis management and have 
extended operations to the maritime domain:  Naval 
operations (EUNAVFOR) have been launched to 
help counter piracy on the open seas off the Somali 
coast and stop human traffickers in the south central 
Mediterranean.

The EU does not have a standing army, navy, or air 
force of its own. Instead, it relies on forces, equipment, 
and civilian experts contributed by EU countries for 
peacekeeping, crisis management, and humanitarian 
missions. 

CSDP operations aim to stem violence, secure 
the peace, support the rule of law, contribute to 
humanitarian missions, and bolster the ability of 
fragile states to sustain functioning democratic 
institutions.

“Operational engagement of 
the Union through CSDP is a 

very tangible expression of the 
EU’s commitment to contribute 
to promote and preserve peace 
and stability, strengthening the 
EU’s overall ability to respond 

to security challenges with civil 
and military crisis management 

instruments.”

Foreign Affairs Council
 of the European Union 

CSDP Decision-Making

The Common Security and Defense Policy is a 
component of the EU's Common Foreign and Security 
Policy (CFSP).  In the European Union, the authority to 
make decisions on foreign and security policy remains 
with the governments of the individual EU Member 
States. However, the Common Foreign and Security 
Policy allows the 28 countries of the EU speak and act 
as one in several important areas, including CSDP.

Responsibility for CSDP crisis management operations 
lies with a number of permanent EU politico-military 
bodies based in Brussels:

	 The Political and Security Committee monitors 
the international situation and helps define policies 
within the Common Foreign and Security Policy, 
including CSDP. It prepares an integrated EU 
response to a crisis, including the evaluation of 
strategic political, civil, and military options. The 
Political and Security Committee meets at the 
ambassadorial level.

	 The European Union Military Committee, the 
highest military body within the Council of the 
EU, consists of Member State Defense Chiefs, 
represented by their permanent military envoys. 
The European Union Military Committee advises 
the Political and Security Committee on all military 
matters relating to the EU. 

The Common Security and 
Defense Policy: How It Works 
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Overview of the missions and operations of the European Union November 2015

EU Operations

	 The Committee for Civilian Aspects of Crisis 
Management advises and provides information to 
the Political and Security Committee on civilian 
aspects of crisis management.

	 The European Union Military Staff provides 
in-house military expertise for the EU’s High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy. The European Union Military Staff is the 
EU’s only permanent integrated military structure 
and is a key player in the development of the 
Common Security and Defense Policy.

	 Under the political control and strategic direction 
of the Political and Security Committee and the 
overall authority of the EU High Representative, 
the Civilian Planning and Conduct Capability 
ensures the effective planning and conduct of 
civilian CSDP crisis management operations, as 
well as the proper implementation of mission-
related tasks.

Civilian Missions

Military Operations/Missions

EUMM
Georgia

Since 2008

EUPOL COPPS
Palestinian
Territories

Since 2006

EUBAM RAFAH
Palestinian
Territories

Since 2005

EUBAM
Libya

Since 2013

EUTM
Mali

Since 2013

EUSEC RD
Congo
Since 2005

EUPOL
Afghanistan

Since 2007

EULEX
Kosovo
Since 2008

EUFOR ALTHEA
Bosnia

Herzegovina
Since 2004

EUCAP
SAHEL
Mali

Since 2014

EUCAP
SAHEL
Niger

Since 2012

EUAM
Ukraine

Since 2014

EU NAVFOR
ATALANTA
Somalia
Since 2008

EUTM
Somalia
Since 2010

EUMAM RCA
Central African

Republic
Since 2015

EUNAVFOR 
MED

Mediterranean
Since 2015

EUCAP
NESTOR
Djibouti,
Somalia,

Seychelles,
Tanzania
Since 2012



In the European Union, crisis management and 
conflict prevention require a comprehensive approach 
that mobilizes the different tools at the EU’s disposal 
as part of a coherent and effective strategy.

The EU boasts a unique and wide array of instruments 
that can be used in response to a crisis: humanitarian 
aid; military power; civilian expertise in good 
governance and the rule of law, including the judiciary, 
police, and broader law enforcement communities; 
worldwide diplomatic networks, at both the EU and 
Member State levels; and international development 
programs (the EU provides more than half of 
worldwide official development assistance).

Such an integrated and multifaceted approach to crisis 
management requires the effective coordination of the 
whole range of instruments, which is facilitated by the 
EU's Crisis Management Platform. 

The Crisis Management Platform is chaired by the EU 
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy Federica Mogherini, the EEAS Secretary 
General Alain Le Roy, or the EEAS Deputy Secretary 
General for CSDP and Crisis Response, Pedro Serrano. 

As crises develop, the Crisis Management Platform 
brings together various EEAS crisis response/
management structures, including the Crisis 
Management and Planning Directorate, the Security 
Policy and Conflict Prevention Directorate, EU 
Military Staff, Civilian Planning and Conduct 
Capability, Intelligence, and Situation Center, and 
the EU Situation Room, along with other relevant 
geographical and horizontal EEAS Directorates, to 
craft a comprehensive response.

The earliest example of the EU’s comprehensive 
approach to peacekeeping and crisis management 
can be found in the Western Balkans where, in the 
early 1990s, the breakup of the former Yugoslavia 
led to violent and devastating conflict. The regional 
hostilities, which took place near the EU’s borders, 
prompted EU leaders to create formal instruments 
for both joint diplomacy and intervention, including 
the Common Security and Defense Policy.  Other 
examples of the EU's comprehensive approach include 
multiple operations in the Horn of Africa.

Crisis Management: 
the Comprehensive Approach

EUPOL Afghanistan

EUNAVFOR MED-Operation Sophia, launched 
in June 2015, operates in the south central 
Mediterranean helping to disrupt the business 
model of human smuggling and trafficking in 
persons and reduce the loss of lives in the 
Mediterranean Sea. During its first six months 
of operation, EUNAVFOR MED has been 
responsible for saving more than 9,000 lives.
This military operation, which falls within 
the CSDP’s crisis management framework, 
employs systematic efforts to identify, capture, 
and dispose of vessels as well as enabling 
assets used or suspected of being used by 
human smugglers or traffickers. 

EUNAVFOR MED-Operation Sophia
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Over the past decade or so, EU military crisis 
management operations have helped secure and 
stabilize conflict zones ranging from the Western 
Balkans to Africa to Asia. 

EUFOR Concordia and EUFOR Althea have helped 
deter conflict and maintain the peace negotiated 
in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina.  Additional CSDP 
military operations have supported United Nations 
and African Union efforts to stabilize conditions in 
DR Congo, Mali, Darfur/Sudan, and Chad/Central 
African Republic. More recently, EU naval forces 
(EUNAVFOR) have helped deter and prevent acts 
of piracy and armed robbery on the high seas off 
the coast of Somalia and contribute to impeding and 
preventing human trafficking and human smuggling 
in the south central Mediterranean.

Today, the EU is striving to do more, and to do it 
better, by pooling and sharing Member States’ military 
capabilities: specifically, by exploiting civilian-
military synergies, avoiding duplication of efforts and 
encouraging specialization, and taking advantage of 
economies of scale. Pooling and sharing is designed to 
enhance the defense capabilities of the Member States, 
both individually and as a whole.

Progress is notable in several areas where pooling and 
sharing of defense resources is helping to plug critical 
capability gaps, including air-to-air refueling, cyber 
defense, and satellite communications.  The European 
Defense Agency (EDA) in Paris is vital to the European 
concept of pooling and sharing. Established in 2004, 
the EDA helps develop multinational solutions to 
improve the EU’s military capabilities at a time when 
declining defense budgets necessitate a cooperative 
approach among EU Member States.

Rapid Response and Deployment. Because the 
EU does not possess a standing military of its own, 
troops for CSDP military operations are drawn from 
dedicated national forces.  In the current global 
environment, troops often need to deploy rapidly, so 

the EU maintains a roster of battlegroups that can be 
deployed within 15 days on missions lasting up to four 
months.

Each battlegroup consists of approximately 1,500 
troops, and can act as either as a stand-alone force or as 
an advance force preparing for a larger multinational 
peacekeeping effort. Two battlegroups at a time remain 
on standby for a six-month period, allowing the EU to 
launch two concurrent rapid response operations.

EU-NATO cooperation. Twenty-two of the 28 EU 
Member States are also members of NATO, and 
officials from both organizations work together 
closely to ensure proper coordination and mutual 
reinforcement of military crisis management 
operations. The Berlin-Plus Agreement allows the EU 
access to NATO’s collective assets and capabilities for 
EU-led operations, including command arrangements 
and assistance in operational planning. Recently, the 
EU and NATO have agreed to cooperate further in 
such areas as cyber security, hybrid threats, and the 
newly launched  NATO mission in the Aegean Sea.

EU Military 
Capabilities
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 “More efficient use of the defense 
expenditure is precisely why the European 

Defense Agency plays such a crucial role. Its 
mission is to help reduce the long-standing 

fragmentation of Europe’s defense sector and 
to deepen European defense cooperation. It 

allows Member States to acquire together 
what is out of reach individually.” 

Federica Mogherini, EU High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and 

Head of the European Defense Agency

EUFOR Tchad/RCA

“I want the Agency to devote 
its efforts toward structuring 

capabilities, the capabilities that 
the Member States want to have, 
which are not possible to acquire 

individually, considering the 
decrease in the defense budgets. 

We need to spend well, which 
means we need to spend together, 

and to integrate the fragmented 
defense industry in Europe.”

 EDA Chief  Executive 
Jorge Domecq

EDA Head of Agency Mogherini meets 
EDA Chief Executive Domecq



Civilian missions rely primarily on staff seconded 
by Member States, bolstered by international and 
local contractors. Thousands of civilian experts are 
currently deployed in 11 civilian CSDP missions, 
focused primarily in the areas of police, the rule of 
law, civilian administration, civil protection, and 
security sector reform. Lessons learned through 
these years of experience are applied to strengthen 
the strategic impact of the missions and build a body 
of EU best practices in crisis management.

EUPOL Afghanistan

EU civilian crisis management operations help 
support fragile states by ensuring the functioning 
and legitimacy of government and its institutions, 
with a particular emphasis on police and security 
management, the rule of law, civilian administration, 
civil protection, and monitoring. Such assistance 
helps states recover enough to deliver a secure and 
safe environment; a reliable, trustworthy police 
force, judiciary, and penal system; and a competent 
government administration.

The EU’s Common Security and Defense Policy8

European Union Police Mission 
Afghanistan

The EU Police Mission (EUPOL) in Afghanistan 
has been an important element of the international 
community’s efforts to support the Afghan people 
as they take responsibility for law and order within 
their country. Since 2007, EUPOL Afghanistan 
has supported the development of sustainable 
and effective civil policing arrangements that 
ensure appropriate interaction with the wider 
criminal justice system, including strategies 
for criminal investigation, national training, and 
border management. EUPOL is advancing the 
professionalization and efficiency of the Afghan 
National Police as a civilian police service. Human 
rights, gender, enhanced accountability, and 
transparency are mainstreamed across all mission 
activities. 

Headquarters:                      Kabul, Afghanistan
Starting Date:                          June 2007
End of Mandate:                        December 2016
Staff:                    Approximately 156  

international staff  
and 166 local staff 

European Union Advisory Mission Ukraine

Launched in 2014, at the request of the 
Ukraine government, the European Union 
Advisory Mission Ukraine (EUAM) provides 
Ukraine’s civilian security sector with strategic 
advice for the development of effective, 
sustainable, and accountable security 
services that contribute to strengthening the 
rule of law in Ukraine. EUAM is an unarmed, 
non-executive civilian mission with an initial 
mandate of two years. 

 
Headquarters:                      Kiev
Starting Date:                          July 2014
Duration:                         Two years
Staff:                    Approximately 

100 international staff  
and 75 local staff 

EUPOL Afghanistan

Civilian Capabilities: 
Afghanistan to Ukraine



Instability in the Horn of Africa poses an ongoing 
challenge not only to the security of its people but 
also to the rest of the world. The EU contributes both 
civilian and military crisis management support in the 
region through multiple CSDP operations designed to 
maintain peace and international security, and to help 
establish secure and stable environments that enable 
both governments and citizens to rely on the rule of 
law.

The EU’s Strategic Framework for the Horn of Africa 
(2011) provides a high-level political framework 
for maximizing EU impact in the region. A Special 
Representative provides local political guidance 
to the three CSDP missions in the Horn of Africa: 
EUNAVFOR Operation ATALANTA, which protects 
humanitarian aid shipments and fights piracy off 
the Somali coast; EUTM Somalia, which helps train 
Somali security forces; and EUCAP Nestor, a mission 
to strengthen maritime capacity building in the 
region.

The EU Operations Center was activated in 2012 for 
the first time to improve coordination and strengthen 
civil-military synergies between the three CSDP 
actions.  During spring 2016,  a comprehensive 
strategic review of the EU's CSDP engagement in 
Somalia and the Horn of Africa is being undertaken 
to match the EU's engagement even better to the key 
priorities of the region.

EUTM Somalia

The EU Training Mission (EUTM Somalia) supports 
the training of Somali National Security Forces in 
partnership with the United Nations, the African 
Union Mission in Somalia, and the United States.

Based in Somalia since early 2014 (and previously in 
Uganda), EUTM Somalia focuses on Command and 
Control, specialized capabilities, and ensuring that 
EU training expertise is transferred to local actors.  
Training also covers international humanitarian laws 
and human rights, as well as the protection of civilians, 
especially women and children. Increasingly, EUTM 
focuses its advisory and mentoring components on 
building long-term capability and capacity within 
the Somali Ministry of Defense and Somali National 
Army General Staff. Advisory work encompasses 
areas of operations, plans, logistics, administration, 
and legal affairs.

EUNAVFOR  Somalia: Operation Atalanta 

The EU’s first-ever naval operation helps deter, 
prevent, and repress acts of piracy and armed 
robbery on the high seas. Operation Atalanta protects 
vulnerable vessels cruising off the Somali coast, 
including merchant ships and World Food Program 
vessels delivering food aid to displaced persons in 
Somalia. 

Military personnel involved in the operation can 
arrest, detain, and transfer persons who have 
committed—or are suspected of having committed—
acts of piracy or armed robbery; they can also seize 
pirate vessels and ships captured by pirates, along with 
the goods on board. 

The vessels and aircraft that participate in Operation 
Atalanta operate in a zone comprising the south 
of the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and part of the 
Indian Ocean—an area comparable in size to the 
Mediterranean Sea.

The Comprehensive Approach in Practice: 
The Horn of Africa

 CSDP Missions in the Horn of Africa: Mission Facts and Figures

Mission:  EUTM Somalia
Headquarters:  Mogadishu 
Starting Date:  April 2010 initially                                                                     
                                (new mandate 2015) 
End of Mandate: December 2016
Staff    
(troop strength):       124

Mission:  EUNAVFOR Somalia 
   (Operation Atalanta)
Headquarters: Northwood, 
   United Kingdom
Starting Date: December 2008
End of Mandate: December 2016
Staff:  1,200

Mission:  EUCAP Nestor
Headquarters: Mogadishu
Starting Date: July 2012 
End of Mandate: December 2016
Staff:  137 international staff 

                             and 39 local staff 

EUNAVFOR  Somalia: Operation Atalanta

EUTM Somalia

EUTM Somalia
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EUCAP Nestor

EUCAP Nestor is a regional training mission designed 
to strengthen maritime security. The civilian mission 
is augmented with military expertise that contributes 
to building the capacities of coastal police and the 
judiciary in Somalia and previously in other countries 
in the area.  

Success Story—Operation Atalanta
Operation Atalanta is achieving dramatic results: In early 2011, 736 hostages and 
32 ships were being held for ransom in anchorages off Somali beaches. By the end 
of 2015, 26 hostages and no ships were being held in the same area. The operation 
has successfully protected all the World Food Program vessels delivering food and 
aid to the Somali people, as well as other vulnerable shipping in the area.  

Civilian Capabilities: 
Afghanistan to Ukraine



The Comprehensive
Approach in Practice

The earliest example of the EU's comprehensive 
approach to peacekeeping and crisis management can be 
found in the Western Balkans where, in the early 1990s, 
the breakup of the former Yugoslavia led to violent and 
devastating conflict.  The regional hostilities, which 
took place near the EU's borders, prompted EU leaders 
to create formal instruments for both joint diplomacy 
and intervention, including the Common Security and 
Defense Policy. 

Today, the countries of the Western Balkans—
including Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (fYROM), 
Kosovo (under UN Security Council Resolution 
1244), Montenegro, and Serbia—are all considered 
potential future members of the European Union.  

The Western Balkans
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Slovenia joined the EU in 2004, and Croatia became 
an EU Member State in July 2013. Albania, fYROM, 
Montenegro, and Serbia have been officially accepted 
as candidates for EU membership.  

The EU supported these nations in their progress 
through six different Common Security and Defense 
Policy missions, including its very first military 
mission: EUFOR Concordia, which took over from 
NATO's Operation Allied Harmony in 2003 to help 
stabilize the region and allow the implementation of 
the 2001 Ohrid Framework Agreement.  Like the EU's 
other missions in the Western Balkans, the operation 
was designed to help rebuild a region of peaceful, 
democratic, and prosperous countries, where an 
international security presence is no longer needed.

CSDP Missions in the Western Balkans: Mission Facts and Figures

Mission: EUFOR Althea

Ensured compliance with the 1995 Dayton Peace Accords, provided 
deterrence against future conflict, and enhanced security and public safety. 
From 2012 the Operation re-focused on Capacity Building and Training 
of the Armed Forces of BiH, while continuing to honor its obligations to 
support the BiH authorities in maintaining a Safe and Secure Environment. 

Headquarters: Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Starting Date: December 2004
End of Mandate: November 2016
Staff: Approximately 600 
 
Mission: EULEX Kosovo

Helps Kosovo achieve a strong independent multiethnic justice system 
and police and customs service, with a particular focus on protection 
of minority communities and the fight against corruption and organized 
crime, by monitoring, mentoring, and advising on all areas related to the 
rule of law.

Headquarters: Priština, Kosovo 
Starting Date: December 2008
End of Mandate: June 2016
Staff: 800 international, 800 local  

Mission: EUPM / Bosnia and Herzegovina (2003-2012)

Aimed to establish a sustainable, professional, and multi-ethnic police 

service in BiH through mentoring, monitoring, and inspection, with a 
particular focus on police reform and fighting organized crime.

Headquarters:  Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Mission: Operation Concordia (March-December 2003)

Supported the implementation of the August 2001 Ohrid Framework 
Agreement ending hostilities between armed ethnic Albanian groups and 
fYROM security forces.

Headquarters: Skopje, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
  

Mission: EUPM Proxima 
(December 2003-December 2005)

Supported fYROM's development of an efficient and professional police 
service through monitoring and advising at the central, regional, and local 
levels.

Headquarters: Skopje, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
 

Mission: EUPAT/ former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (December 
2005-June 2006)

Succeeded Proxima, with a special focus on border police, public peace, 
order, accountability, and the fight against corruption and organized crime.

Headquarters: Skopje, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
 



More than 60 years after it was founded, the European 
Union has emerged as a capable, strategic global 
actor that can respond quickly and effectively to 
today’s complex threats.  Its comprehensive approach 
complements efforts by both the United States and 
NATO, and includes both “boots on the ground” 
military operations that help secure and stabilize 
post-conflict areas and fragile states, as well as civilian 
missions that provide expertise in areas like policing, 
the rule of law, security sector reform, and civilian 
administration.

Such a strong and balanced transatlantic relationship 
is the key to building a more secure, democratic, 
and prosperous world. The United States is the EU's 
foremost strategic partner in promoting peace and 
stability, democracy, and development around the 
world, and the EU and the United States collaborate 
on a wide range of civilian and military crisis 
management and conflict prevention initiatives.

For example, in 2011, the EU and the U.S. strengthened 
on-the-ground coordination in crisis situations with 
an agreement allowing U.S. civilians to participate 
in EU CSDP missions. As a result, more than 60 

The Way Forward:
Identifying Areas of Further Transatlantic Cooperation

“The United States maintains a profound commitment to a 
Europe that is free, whole, and at peace. A strong Europe is our 
indispensable partner, including for tackling global security 
challenges, promoting prosperity, and upholding international 
norms….NATO is the strongest alliance the world has ever 
known and is the hub of an expanding global security network. 
Our Article 5 commitment to the collective defense of all NATO 
Members is ironclad, as is our commitment to ensuring the 
Alliance remains ready and capable for crisis response and 
cooperative security. We will continue to deepen our relationship 
with the European Union (EU), which has helped to promote 
peace and prosperity across the region, and deepen NATO-EU 
ties to enhance transatlantic security.” 

U.S. National Security Strategy, February 2015

Americans have served as part of the EU Rule of Law 
Mission in Kosovo.

Cooperation and coordination between the EU 
and the U.S., along with African partners and the 
UN, has also been essential to the success of the EU 
Training Mission for Somali soldiers in Somalia. The 
EU launched the ongoing military training mission 
in 2010 to help strengthen the Transitional Federal 
Government and Somalia's institutions; the U.S. 
covered the cost of transport, equipment, and salaries. 
In November 2015, the EU Military Staff concluded 
an Administrative Agreement with US EUCOM to 
further intensify cooperation. 

Looking ahead, it will be more important than ever to 
identify further areas of transatlantic cooperation, not 
only to rationalize defense costs and avoid duplication 
of effort, but also to guarantee that European and 
American security needs are met and that the partners 
can not only respond quickly and effectively—and 
jointly—to emerging crises, but also address the root 
causes of conflict and prevent violence in fragile states 
worldwide.
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NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg

“NATO and the European 
Union [are] based on the same 
values. Democracy, individual 
liberty, and human rights, and 

of course these values are of 
great importance for both the 
European Union and NATO.” 

 
NATO Secretary-General

 Jens Stoltenberg
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