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EU AND UKRAINE WORKING TOGETHER TO PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS 

The new Lisbon Treaty commits the EU to “contribute to peace, security … 
and the protection of human rights, in particular the rights of the child”. 
The EU marked the International Human Rights Day on 10 December 
with a number of events, including a Human Rights documentary film 
festival in Brussels. In Ukraine, the EU-UNDP project “Equal Opportunities 
and Women’s Rights in Ukraine” organised a Round Table on Combating 
Domestic Violence (see below).

In the EU-Ukraine Action Plan, the EU and Ukraine commit themselves to co-
operate to combat all forms of discrimination, religious intolerance, racism and 
xenophobia.
Through the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR), 
the EU supports in Ukraine a number of NGOs on issues which enhance respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms (including combating racism, xenophobia and discrimination). EIDHR projects 
also promote democratic reforms and enhance the reliability and transparency of democratic electoral processes. Projects also 
work towards the elimination of the death penalty, torture, children and armed conflicts and violence against women.
The EIDHR programme was created in 1994 following an initiative of the European Parliament and finances projects submitted 
by civil society or provides small grants to human rights defenders. There are currently 9 EIDHR projects operating in Ukraine, 
each with a budget of between €100,000 and €700,000. Some of the EIDHR projects in Ukraine are featured below.

EU-UNDP PROJECT ASSESSES DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN UKRAINE

On 10 December the EU-UNDP project “Equal Opportunities and Women’s 
Rights in Ukraine” presented the results of the Assessment of Ukrainian 
national system of prevention, response and combating domestic violence. 
 
The presented study suggests that ineffective legislation, police officers’ 
indifference and complicated legal procedures impede an effective system of 
domestic violence prevention and combating in Ukraine. Experts stressed that 
the Criminal Code of Ukraine lacked a basic definition of domestic violence 
which is classified as a ‘physical’ or ‘sexual assault’. They also noted that the 
police were often reluctant to react to domestic violence cases and regarded 
them as ‘internal family affairs’.The experts recommended improving the 
penalty system and reforming the protective measures for victims. They also 
pointed to complicated legal procedures and medical examination for victims 
of domestic violence. Overall, the experts noted a serious lack of sustainability within the national system of social services for 
domestic violence victims.

More information at: http://gender.undp.org.ua/ 
Contact person: Mykola Yabchenko, e-mail: mykola.yabchenko@undp.org.ua

EIDHR PROJECTS IN UKRAINE
EU SUPPORTS STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY IN UKRAINE 

In the framework of the EU-funded project “Strengthening democracy in Ukraine through monitoring of government 
decisions in the context of the European Neighbourhood Policy with Ukraine in accordance with good governance and 
rule of law” the Centre for Political and Legal Reforms monitors Ukrainian government’s commitments to observe relevant 
legislation and develop and implement administrative, judicial and criminal justice reforms. The Centre also performs quality 
and efficiency control of the legislative, executive and judiciary branches of power in Ukraine.

In November the project held a roundtable on key issues in the legislative process before the Presidential election. The project 
experts assessed the legislative process of the constitutional and judicial reforms, and public administration and criminal justice 
reforms, and concluded that most political actors in Ukraine did not put these reform issues on their agendas. During a similar 
event in April the project presented its monitoring results for the first quarter of 2009: at that time the experts also noted a slow 
pace of reforms in Ukraine.

More information at: www.pravo.org.ua 
Contact person: Maryana Demkova, e-mail: maryana@pravo.org.ua 

EU CO-OPERATION NEWS
Newsletter of the Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine



№ 42 
17 December, 
2009 

EU PROJECT COMBATS AGE DISCRIMINATION OF OLDER PEOPLE IN UKRAINE

The EU-funded project on age advocacy “Together We Can” is implemented 
by the Human Rights Foundation in Vinnitsa, Zhytomyr, Kirovograd, Lviv, 
Chenigiv and Chernivtsi regions.  Its purpose is to combat age discrimination 
of older people through supporting regional NGOs in human rights advocacy 
and education, and to provide older people with consulting support and 
regular opportunities for active communication and leisure.

As a result of the multi-level training programme senior NGOs leaders received 
necessary knowledge and skills; implemented a number of events focused 
on public attention to age discrimination issues; established regional senior 
societies. The project also organised a grant competition and selected seven 
regional initiatives. These small-scale advocacy and awareness raising projects 
will work in the areas of legal aid and social assistance for older people, dialogue 
and cooperation between youth volunteers and senior societies.

Contact person: Andriy Rybalka, e-mail: ukrhrf@ukr.net  

EU PROJECT STRENGTHENS ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN PROTECTION  
OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 

The GURT Resource Centre implements the EU-funded project “Strengthening the Role of Civil Society in Protection of Children 
Rights” in Lviv, Mykolaiv and Poltava. The project aims to increase the capacity of civil society organisations to advocate for the 
protection of children’s rights, especially guaranteeing their rights to live in families or family-type environment. 

During the first year of its implementation the project signed co-operation agreements with local councils in Poltava and 
Mykolaiv and founded NGO coalitions for protection of children rights in Lviv, Poltava and Mykolaiv. Currently in its second 
year of implementation, the project has organised a grant competition for local organisations. Their project proposals will be 
directed to organisation of campaigns to strengthen NGO representation in protection of children rights and offering new 
services to children and families with children. 

More information at: www.dity.gurt.org.ua 
Contact person: Maryna Zaviyska, e-mail: zaviyska@gurt.org.ua 

EU SUPPORTS CITIZEN IMPACT ON LOCAL POLICY-MAKING

The EU-funded project “Citizen Initiative for Economic and Social Rights 
Protection” is implemented by the Counterpart Creative Centre. Its purpose 
is to involve the general public into the processes of territory planning on 
community level. The project supports civic initiatives aimed at increasing 
the citizen impact on local policy-making in the field of land planning and 
territorial development.

The project started in March 2009 in Ternopil, Khmelnytsky and Odesa regions, 
where in partnership with local organisations it opened consulting offices to 
provide the public with information and legal advice on how to protect their 
rights while planning territories. The project organised training sessions for 
community activists to improve their skills in advocacy and involving general 
public into policy making in the field of territory planning. The project announced 
a call for proposals to select rural communities to provide site-planning and also foresees a grant programme for local civil 
society organisation to monitor local policies in this area.

Contact person: Roman Shutov, e-mail: shutov@ccc.kiev.ua 
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EU-FUNDED PROJECT NEWS

STUDY VISIT ON MIGRANTS ASSISTANCE AND READMISSION-RELATED ISSUES TO THE EU 

In November the EU-funded, IOM-implemented project “Technical Cooperation 
and Capacity Building for the Governments of Ukraine and Moldova for the 
Implementation of the Readmission Agreements with the EU (GUMIRA)” organised 
a study visit to Germany for two groups of Ukrainian NGOs and governmental 
representatives. 

The first group of seven NGO representatives that run IOM Centres for Migrants’ 
Advice in Ukraine exchanged experience with similar organisations in Germany. The 
group visited Hamburg to discuss various integration and re-integration strategies 
for migrants, and Berlin where they obtained a comprehensive presentation on 
programmes for returnees and social assistance to migrants, learned about IOM 
projects in Germany on counter-trafficking and had a discussion on promoting tolerance in society and combating xenophobia. 
The second group of four representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and State Border Guard Service of Ukraine participated 
in the study visit on readmission issues. The government officials held meetings with their German colleagues, learned about 
their practices and experience, and developed contacts for the future work. The issues discussed included correlation of 
international law and national legislation in the area of readmission, stages of readmission between two countries and others. 

Contact person: Lidiya Kuzmenko, e-mail: lkuzmenko@iom.int   

EU EXPERTS ADVISE UKRAINIAN BORDER GUARD ON EU-COMPLIANT OFFICER TRAINING

On 7-10 December the joint EU/U.S. project “Improving Integrated Border Management: Follow-
up to Reinforcing the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine’s Human Resources Management 
System (HUREMAS 2)” organised a seminar for short-term border management officer 
training in the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine (SBGS). The project seeks to facilitate the 
institutionalisation of EU standards in the SBGS and ensure the sustainability of SBGS-driven 
reform, including efforts to foster a modern law enforcement personnel training system.

The seminar was led by the experts of the Polish Border Guard which examined the curricula 
for the SBGS’ three-month border management course, and engaged in constructive dialogue 
with officials at the SBGS Academy and the SBGS Administration in Kyiv on means to enhance 
the SBGS’ short-term border management training in line with EU standards. The Polish Border 
Guard and the National Police of Hungary have assisted the project in according special emphasis 
to EU-compliant short-term border management courses over traditional four-year studies, citing 
their own experience in the demilitarization of training curricula and transformation of border 
guarding tasks, and played an integral role in facilitating the introduction of a three-month border management course for 
warrant officers at the SBGS National Academy in Khmelnitskiy.

Contact person: Stephen Rogers, e-mail: srogers@iom.int

EU-COE  PROJECT AGAINST CORRUPTION SUMS UP ACHIEVEMENTS 

On 9 December the joint EU-Council of Europe “Support to Good Governance: 
Project against Corruption in Ukraine” held its final conference on the International 
Anti-corruption Day. Representatives of the EU Delegation and Council of Europe, 
Minister of Justice, Government Agent for Anti-Corruption Policy as well as civil 
society organisations assessed the project impact on introduction of European 
anti-corruption standards in Ukraine and summarised project results.

Throughout its implementation (June 2006-December 2009), the project assisted 
Ukraine in introducing international anti-corruption standards into the domestic legislation 
and in implementing recommendations of the Group of States against Corruption 
(GRECO). The major achievements of the project are the creation of favourable conditions 
which enabled the adoption of the “anticorruption law package“ and the setting up of a national policy level anticorruption body 
(Government Agent for Anticorruption policy). Moreover, the project supported the elaboration and discussion of efficiency of the 
national anti-corruption strategies and action plans. It contributed to the reform process of the public administration, the criminal 
justice system and the judiciary. The project supported efforts aimed at introducing European standards of transparency in funding of 
political parties and electoral campaigns and enhancing the system of prevention of corruption in local self-government. The project 
training activities contributed to strengthening the capacities of the law enforcement and judicial authorities to fight corruption. 

Contact person: Vlasta Sposobna, e-mail: vlasta.sposobna@coe.int 
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TEMPUS INFORMATION DAYS IN EASTERN AND NORTHERN UKRAINE

On 9-10 December the EU-funded National Tempus Office in Ukraine (NTO) held 
in Donetsk and Kyiv the Tempus Information Days 2009 for Eastern and Northern 
Ukraine. The events were organised with the support of the EU Delegation, 
Ministry of Education and Science, Academy of Pedagogical Sciences, Donetsk 
National University and Council of Rectors for Donetsk Region.

In Donetsk about 70 representatives from 30 higher education institutions of 
Eastern Ukraine took part in the event. The Rector of the Donetsk National 
University opened the event and encouraged the participants to discuss and 
further explore the opportunities offered by the EU educational programmes 
such as Tempus, Erasmus Mundus and Jean Monnet, for the modernisation of 
higher education in Ukraine.   
The Higher Education Reform Experts Team, a new initiative of the European 
Commission intended to accelerate higher education reforms, conducted a special session on the Bologna process, its 
development after Leuven and its major achievements in Ukraine.
In Kyiv the Tempus Information Day took place within the framework of International Exhibitions “Education and Carrier 
2009” and “Education Abroad”. About 50 participants from Kyiv and regional higher education institutions participated in the 
information session.
The NTO representatives also presented the results of the Second Call for Proposals of Tempus IV, its priorities, innovations, 
selection criteria, as well as the major recommendations on preparation of application forms for the Third Call for Proposals. 

More information at: http://tempus.org.ua/ 
Contact person: Svitlana Shytikova, e-mail: s_shytikova@ilid.org.ua

EU LAUNCHES FOUR NEW PROJECTS TO SUPPORT THE INNOVATION SECTOR OF UKRAINE

On 10 December the EU Delegation to Ukraine presented four new EU-funded 
projects to stimulate research and innovative activities for Ukraine’s further 
economic development, to improve Ukraine’s innovative policy at all levels 
and to foster Ukraine’s international competitiveness. Representatives of 
the EU Delegation, Deputy Ministers of Economy and Education, beneficiary 
institutions, as well as team leaders of four projects took part in the event.

The Head of the EU Delegation, Ambassador José Manuel Pinto Teixeira stated 
during the press conference that “one of the most important goals of the 
European Union in Ukraine is to stimulate research and innovative activities for 
Ukraine’s economic development”. Four new presented projects will have a total 
budget of €12 million and will be implemented during the next 26 months. 
The first EU project “Enhance innovation strategies, policies and regulation in Ukraine” aims at policy improvement in the 
sector of research and innovation on the governmental and regional level in compliance with theEuropean best practice. It will 
improve the regulatory and legislative environment of the research and innovation sector including intellectual property rights, 
as well as scientific exchanges between foreign and Ukrainian experts.
The second project “Development of financial schemes and infrastructure to support innovation in Ukraine” will improve the 
financial environment for the research and innovation sector through the creation of distinct financial instruments: venture capital 
funds targeting innovative and technology-oriented businesses and loan guarantee funds as pilot projects in two regions. 
The third project “Support to knowledge-based and innovative enterprises and technology transfer to businesses in Ukraine” will 
help to establish technology transfer incubators, science centres and technoparks that support innovative business development. 
The forth EU project “Joint Support Office for enhancing Ukraine’s integration into the European Research Area” aims at Ukraine’s 
integration into the European Research Area by establishing a sustainable operational structure for EU-Ukraine scientific and 
technological cooperation supporting in preparation of future accession of Ukraine to the EU-funded Framework Programmes.

Contact person: Viktor Kovalenko, e-mail: kovalenko@keycommunications.ua 
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This newsletter is produced in the framework of the project “PR Support for EC Assistance and Co-operation Programmes  
in Ukraine”. The project is funded by the European Union and implemented by the KEY Communications Agency.
Contact person: Sergiy Zamar, e-mail: zamari@keycommunications.ua

EU PROJECT SUPPORTS IMPLEMENTATION OF EU-UKRAINE AGREEMENTS

On 11 December the EU-funded project “Support to the Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement (PCA) Implementation” organised the conference 
“Monitoring and Evaluation for Better Government: challenges and opportunities” 
on the occasion of the completion of the project. The conference was attended by 
some 90 participants representing the EU Delegation, Embassies of EU Member 
States, Ukrainian Government, project beneficiaries, local and foreign experts.

The project was launched two years ago for improvement of the system for 
monitoring implementation of agreements between Ukraine and the EU in close 
cooperation with beneficiary public authorities, in particular the Coordination 
Bureau for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration. The objective of the conference 
was to establish a platform to discuss and exchange opinions on the principles 
of good governance, effective planning and implementation of policies, strategies and programmes and consolidating efforts 
of all stakeholders from all branches of Government. The conference presented project results and became a forum to discuss 
needs and expectations of Ukraine regarding the application of EU’s best practices in the area of European integration and public 
administration, specifically in view of new dimensions in EU-Ukraine relations.

More information at: http://pca.kiev.ua/  
Contact person: Iryna Ozymok, e-mail: office@pca.kiev.ua 

FINAL ROUND OF THE COMPETITION ON EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

The EU-funded national competition among secondary school students on 
European integration “Europa Nostra” held its final round on 12-13 December 
in Kyiv. 27 best secondary school teams from all regions of Ukraine participated 
in the competition final. The Head of the EU Delegation, Ambassador José 
Manuel Pinto Teixeira welcomed the secondary school students. 

The winner of the competition became the secondary school team from Velyki Mosty 
town of Lviv region which scored the highest number of points in the competition. 
They received an extraordinary award – “European holidays” in Brussels. During 
the final round of the competition the teams presented their vision of one of the 
EU Member States and participated in policy debate presenting action plans on 
extending cooperation between the EU and Ukraine. The aim of the project was to 
raise awareness of Ukrainians about the EU-Ukraine relations and particularly about the EU programmes of financial and technical 
assistance for Ukraine, as well as the opportunities for young Ukrainians provided through these programmes.

More information at: http://www.europanostra.info/
Contact person: Andriy Donets, e-mail: debate@cent.dn.ua

INFORMATION EVENT ON REGIONAL ENERGY COOPERATION

On 15 December the EU-funded programme “Interstate Oil and Gas Transport to 
Europe” (INOGATE) organised in Kyiv an information event to inform local energy 
experts and stakeholders  about programme developments. Some 35 participants 
representing the EU Delegation, Ministry of Fuel and Energy, national regulatory 
bodies, energy industry, academia and financial organisations attended the event.

In his welcome address the Head of the Operation Section III of the EU 
Delegation Hans Rhein gave an overview of the INOGATE programme in 
Ukraine and its future development. The event also included presentations on 
the INOGATE Work Programme for 2009-2010 and forthcoming INOGATE 
projects. Other presentations and discussions were held on ongoing projects 
in Ukraine in the areas of metrology, gas safety, harmonisation of standards and investment attraction.

More information at: http://www.inogate.org/
Contact person: David Conway, e-mail: d.conway@inogate.org

The next issue of this newsletter will be published on 14 January 2010.
Happy Holidays!
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