
 

 

 

Key events of the EU-Ukraine cooperation. March, 2015 
 

BENEFITS FROM EU TRADE PREFERENCES – INFOGRAPHICS  

The EU’s autonomous trade preferences for Ukraine have been in existence for almost a year: since April 23, 2014. 

What has changed in the Ukrainian export structure since then?  

At first glance, no dramatic changes are apparent. According to data from DerzhStat, Ukrainian exports grew only by 2.6% 

on the results of 2014. These are very poor figures, because in mid-2014, exports were expected to grow by over 15%. 

This low growth can be explained by the general slowdown of the Ukrainian economy, primarily due to the conflict situation in 

the eastern part of the country. 

But there is another problem. Ukrainian producers failed to meet most quotas for duty-free exports to the EU last year. 

Moreover, in many areas there were no exports at all. 

Does this mean that hopes for the European market were unfounded? 

The infographic prepared by the EU-Ukraine Cooperation News denies such conclusions. 

Here are groups of products that contributed the most to export growth to the EU in 2014. These exports are faced with neither 

political risks, nor unstable exchange rates. As a result, one can expect significant growth in exports this year for these groups 

of products. 

 

The article was provided by Evropeiska Pravda. 

Read the full text at http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/03/26/trade-preferences/  
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OPENING UP NEW HORIZONS WITH EU SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION  

Ukraine joins the EU’s Horizon 2020 programme to open up €80 billion in opportunities for Ukrainian scientists and 

Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs).  

This opportunity was made possible through Ukraine’s signing of 

the Horizon 2020 association agreement under unprecedented 

conditions: a 95% membership discount with the opportunity to 

pay the membership fee over a period of four years. The Horizon 

2020 association agreement was signed in Kyiv on March 20 by 

Carlos Moedas, EU research, science and innovation 

commissioner, and Serhii Kvit, the Ukrainian minister of education 

and science. 

“Horizon 2020 is expected to substantially boost Ukraine’s 

integration into EU and international scientific communities,” 

noted Moedas, adding that “it gives Ukraine the same access to all 

programme components as EU member states have, namely: scientific infrastructure development, mobility, grants, twinning 

projects on interuniversity cooperation, and support to innovation for SMEs.” This includes the Marie Skłodowska-Curie 

actions, a €6 billion programme of research grants. 

Innovation in SMEs and Access to risk finance are two business-

targeted components of the programme that are now extensively 

available for Ukrainian entrepreneurs under Horizon 2020. 

“To get a bigger piece of this €80 billion pie, you need to be 

proactive, know English, and stay on the cutting edge of modern 

research,” advised Kvit. To provide advice to Ukrainian researchers, 

Horizon 2020 established National Contact Points (NCP). 

All interested parties are strongly advised to keep apprised of 

updates on the Horizon 2020 national website. The website contains 

useful tips and details on events such as information days and 

webinars for potential participants. 

Background 

With a budget of almost €80 billion for 2014-2020, Horizon 2020 is the largest multinational programme dedicated to research 

and innovation. In its predecessor, FP7, Ukraine was one of the best performing countries. The top five priority areas with 

retained participation from Ukraine were environment (including climate change), transport (including aeronautics), 

nanosciences, nanotechnologies, materials and new production technologies, food, agriculture and fisheries, 

biotechnologies; and space. 

Ukrainian legal entities, involved in research and innovations, can already participate in all Horizon 2020 activities funded 

under the 2015 budget, as this association covers the years 2015-2020. 

More information: 

Network of national contact points in Ukraine http://h2020.link/en/  

Official website http://horizon2020projects.com/ 

How to get funding http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/how-get-funding 

Success stories http://www.horizon2020.lu/Downloads/Success-Stories 

Read the full article at: http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/04/01/horizon2020/  
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EU SUPPORTS IDP HOTLINE IN STRENGTHENING ITS CAPACITY 

The humanitarian impact of the long-running crisis in Eastern Ukraine continues to grow. As the number of internally 

displaced persons in Ukraine now exceeds 1 million, the EU has decided to support the DonbasSOS volunteer initiative 

– a hotline providing advice to IDPs 0 800 309 110.  

“There are 1.8 million displaced persons in Ukraine, taking into 

account those who have left for other countries. If I may make a 

reference, in the Balkans the total number of displaced persons was 4 

million people during the conflict. It is important to have these figures 

in mind to understand the magnitude of problems that we are 

confronted with today. And it seems we are far from the end of it.” – 

says Berend de Groot, Head of Cooperation of the EU Delegation to 

Ukraine. He regards the hotline as an important part of humanitarian 

aid for crisis-affected people. 

‘‘We are receiving about 100 calls a day from displaced persons,” says 

Yulia Halahan, the coordinator of the DonbasSOS hotline. “In most cases people are calling us to ask for evacuation, or to 

consult on how to receive the pass. The need for food, clothes, medicines and shelter are the third most common requests. 

Requests vary every day. For instance, today people called to ask why there are delays in the payment of benefits for IDPs”. 

The EU support to the volunteer-led hotline DonbasSOS is 

part of an 18-month EU-funded project “Comprehensive 

Stabilisation Support to IDPs and Affected Population in 

Ukraine”, implemented by International Organisation for 

Migration (IOM). Its overall budget is € 6.5 million. In 

addition to the hotline, the project includes several 

components, including a cash assistance programme, 

livelihood support to IDPs, and community stabilisation 

support. 

Now the EU support for the hotline will strengthen its 

capacity and widen the range of topics it can address. 

Additional areas will include information for people who 

plan to return to their homes in the liberated territories, 

which include about 30 settlements in Eastern Ukraine. 

Background  

The EU-funded and IOM-implemented project “Comprehensive Stabilisation Support to IDPs and Affected Population in 

Ukraine” is being implemented in the regions with significant concentrations of IDP and Government-controlled territories in 

the Donbas. The main activities of the project include, among others, providing timely information, raising awareness about 

IDPs, and providing technical support to assist the Government of Ukraine in its response to the crisis, in part through 

improving the implementation of the IDP registration system and data management. 

The EU remains one of the major contributors to the response to the crisis in Eastern Ukraine. It has already provided about 

€46 million in response to humanitarian and transition initiatives, which also includes the work of IOM. 

For more information please visit: http://www.iom.org.ua/en/assisting-displaced-persons-and-affected-communities 

Read the full article at: http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/03/24/idp-hotline/   
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EU BACKS PUBLIC BROADCASTING INITIATIVES THROUGHOUT UKRAINE  

The EU is supporting grassroots public broadcasting initiatives with a grant of over €800,000 for their development all 

over Ukraine.  

Hromadske TV appeared in the Ukrainian media 

landscape over a year ago (at the end of 2013) as a 

response to the longtime demand for independent 

public broadcasting. It has quickly become an 

important source of information on key social 

processes. Since January 2015 Hromadske TV is part of 

the EU-funded Hromadske Network. 

“We are the only civic broadcaster in Ukraine. This is 

the first ever TV initiative of this kind in our country 

that emerged ‘from the grassroots.’ Since being 

initiated by a group of journalists in Kyiv, it has 

successfully spread across the regions,” says Mykola 

Feldman, head of the Hromadske Network project. 

Hromadske TV differs from most other Ukrainian TV 

channels: journalists stream information live from hot 

spots across the country; most of the topics they cover 

have a social dimension and there are no on-air advertisements. 

 “At the beginning of the project we didn’t know whether Ukrainians would be 

willing to donate their own money to support us. But it turned out that there is a 

high demand for the services we provide. During Euromaidan we received 

enough charitable donations to cover our channel’s operations,” says Roman 

Skrypin, one of the founders of and a presenter on Hromadske TV. “However, as 

the war in Eastern Ukraine became more intense, people became less financially 

capable of further supporting us.” 

Within the first few months of operating, the TV channel became so popular that 

its team started receiving numerous requests from local journalistic initiatives in 

the regions to replicate the same format on the spot.  

Background 

The grassroots Hromadske Network project received an EU grant in the amount of €815,552 for the period of 2015-2016. 

The project’s main goals are to support independent media and civil society, enhance the capacity of local grassroots TV and 

radio correspondents, establish a public network of web-based television and radio media, and provide unbiased and 

uncensored news. Hromadske Network is implemented by two independent NGOs: Hromadske TV and Hromadske Radio. 

Within the project, Hromadske TV is receiving funds to develop its public broadcasting in partnership with media outlets in the 

regions of Ukraine, while Hromadske Radio is receiving funding to help develop its network of correspondents. 

Hromadske TV website: http://www.hromadske.tv/ 

Hromadske Radio website: http://hromadskeradio.org/ 

Read the full article at: http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/04/01/hromadske/  
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Useful links: 

For more information on EU-Ukraine relations, consult the following resources 

http://euukrainecoop.com/useful-links/  

Calendar of past and future events:  

http://euukrainecoop.com/calendar/  

http://euukrainecoop.com/useful-links/
http://euukrainecoop.com/calendar/

