
 

 

 

Key events of the EU-Ukraine cooperation. April, 2015 
 

JEAN-CLAUDE JUNCKER TO UKRAINE: KEEP REFORMING AND WE WILL KEEP 

SUPPORTING 

Amid crisis in the country, Ukraine is declaring its openness to foreign investments and is searching for international 

support while the EU encourages further reforms. 

Ukraine is uniquely primed for 

economic growth following pro-

European reforms on the one hand, and 

a military conflict in the eastern part of 

the country, on the other. A high-level 

international conference on support to 

Ukraine took place in Kyiv on April 28. 

While Ukraine’s leaders called for “a 

new Marshall Plan,” the EU was firm 

in its decision to use a “more for more” 

tactic, promising more aid for more 

reforms. 

“Important progress in reforms has 

been achieved, but more must be done, 

in a credible and sustained way,” said 

the president of the European 

Commission Jean-Claude Juncker, 

summing up Ukraine’s progress toward 

reforms, adding that, “The contract the 

EU has with Ukraine is clear: You keep 

reforming and we will keep 

supporting.” 

Juncker announced a new €1.8 billion macro financial assistance programme “to help Ukrainians move forward with the 

reform process” as a part of a €11 billion support package announced in March 2014 consisting of grants and loans to help 

stabilise the macro-economic situation in the country and facilitate the reform process. 

Speaking about Ukraine’s on-going implementation of reforms, Valdis Dombrovskis, vice-president of the European 

Commission, pointed to slow progress in the areas of constitutional, judicial and public administration reforms, adding that, 

“the longer one waits to start them, the higher the price.” 

Another important announcement by the EU top official, is the allocation of €110 million in support for SMEs and 

entrepreneurship in regions across Ukraine. This grant will target technical issues and prepare Ukrainian companies to adapt 

to EU standards and requirements for entering the EU market. 

Background  

The EU is both currently and historically the biggest international donor to Ukraine. Since Ukraine’s independence, the EU has 

provided €3.5 billion in grants to the country, while individual EU Member States have also provided substantial amounts as 

bilateral assistance. Ukraine has also received €10 billion in loans from the EU under beneficial terms. In recent years, Ukraine 

has received an average of €150 million in grants annually within the framework of the European Neighbourhood Policy. 

In March 2014, the EU implemented a support package for Ukraine worth €11 billion to be allocated over the following few 

years. Since then, the EU and the Ukrainian government have agreed on a number of concrete measures for the short and 

medium term to help stabilise the economic and financial situation in Ukraine, assist with the transition, encourage political 

and economic reforms, and support inclusive development for the benefit of all Ukrainians. 

Read the full text at http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/05/08/support-ukraine/  

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-159_en.htm
http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/05/08/support-ukraine/


 

 

LOCAL INITIATIVES TARGETING IDPs RECEIVE EU GRANTS 

As the number of IDPs exceeded 1 million people, the EU constantly supports IDPs in order to prevent humanitarian 

catastrophe in Ukraine. €17 million assistance is among numerous EU humanitarian projects in Ukraine, targeted 

different groups of displaced persons all over Ukraine, i.e. children, families, people suffered chronic diseases, and even 

entrepreneurs. 

Pirena is a displaced company from Donbas, which produces 

equipment for firemen. The company used to be successful and deal 

its products not only to Ukrainian market, but also to Georgia and 

Kazakhstan. When military actions started in Severodonetsk city 

and it was occupied by gunmen, the company faced racket and 

blackmailing. 

“Then we decided to move our enterprise to a safer place”, says 

Oleksandr Hryschenko, director general of Pirena company. The 

businessman managed to move his production to Vinnytsia region, 

but the majority of production facilities were lost in the occupied 

city. So, the company found itself striving to recover its functioning. 

Many Donbas enterprises appeared in such situation. According to data by UN monitoring mission as of October 2014, about 

40 thousand SMEs from conflict area were forced to stop their 

business activity, and as a result hundreds of thousand people lost 

their jobs. 

To solve this problem and support Pirena company together with 

other businesses from conflict-affected territories the EU provided 

€324 thousand grant for local initiative – Centre for adaptation of 

IDP entrepreneurs in Vinnytsia oblast within EU-funded project 

“Support to conflict-affected communities in Ukraine”, totalling 

€17 million. 

“This project is a part of the overall response of the EU towards 

the crisis in the eastern Ukraine in total amount of €320 million”, 

explains Berend de Groot, Head of Cooperation of the EU 

Delegation to Ukraine. 

Overall number of local initiatives is 17 projects in different 

regions of Ukraine targeting wide group of affected people from 

Donbas. Five of these projects were presented during the 

conference on Support to conflict-affected communities. Centre for 

adaptation of IDP entrepreneurs is one of them, aiming to help IDP enterprises from Donbas and the Crimea to recover their 

activity in Vinnytsia. 

Background information 

The EU-funded project “Support to conflict-affected areas” was launched in September 2014 as a response to IDPs and the 

impact of crisis. The €17 million budget of the EU project aims to cover 17 local initiatives targeting various groups of IDPs, 

many children families, orphans, people suffering from diabetes and other chronic diseases, entrepreneurs, etc. 

Type of activities of local projects vary from preparation of reception centres, schools, kindergartens, various public services, 

to recovery of infrastructure and support to displaced entrepreneurs from Donbas and Crimea. 

You can find the complete list of local projects by the following link. 

Read the full text at http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/04/29/support-to-idps/  

 

 

http://surdp.eu/en/news/Projects-selected-Grant-Facility-Program
http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/04/29/support-to-idps/


 

 

EXPERT: UKRAINE REDUCED ITS GAS IMPORTS THREEFOLD 

Deteriorating relations with Russia, a traditional gas monopolist, has propelled Ukraine to reduce its gas imports 

through increased reliance on domestic production and belt-tightening. 

We speak with Mykhailo Honchar, director of 

energy programmes at the NOMOS Centre, on 

perspectives of Ukrainian gas producing sector, 

its challenges, and the new opportunities 

arising with Ukraine’s integration into the 

European energy community. He is one of the 

initiators of an EU-funded project devoted to 

making Ukrainian gas production more 

transparent: “Independent monitoring of 

resource and financial flows from developing 

conventional and unconventional deposits of 

hydrocarbons under production sharing 

agreements.” 

Under the Association Agreement, Ukraine 

has committed to bringing its own practices in 

line with EU standards in the energy sector. 

What does this mean for us? 

<<There will be a mechanism for competition, where consumers are able to choose products  
under better conditions>> 

It means that Ukraine has to adopt a number of legislative and regulatory acts arising from the Energy Community Treaty, 

which Ukraine joined in February 2011. This means adopting at least three basic laws: law on the gas market, law on the 

electricity market, and law on the national regulator. 

The law on the gas market was adopted in 2010, but it is somewhat outdated: it does not include the provisions of the Third EU 

Energy Package. Now there is a new bill that encompasses the Second and Third Energy Packages that will be adopted in the 

very near future. 

What do these energy packages mean for Ukrainians? 

Implementing this legislation in Ukraine, as we have seen in many EU member states in the past, will make the Ukrainian 

energy sector transparent and similar to the European sector. Ukrainian consumers will be able to choose their energy supplier 

and energy suppliers will be able to choose consumers. So there will be a mechanism for competition, where consumers are 

able to choose products under better conditions. 

When can we expect this mechanism to function in Ukraine? 

There will inevitably be a period of transition during the implementation of these laws. You shouldn’t expect this to happen 

overnight. The problem is that these three laws should have been adopted together in one packagebut instead, they are being 

adopted separately and this has created some procedural difficulties. 

<<The idea is to build mechanisms for civil control of gas revenues and to direct them  
toward the common good>> 

What does your project stand for? 

It is a joint project conducted by the NOMOS Centre and the Kyiv International Energy Club (Q-Club), which was launched in 

2013 with a grant of over €200,000 from the European Commission. It aims to establish a system for the independent 

monitoring of the resources and financing associated with gas production projects under agreements on production sharing. 

 

 



 

 

To put it simply, the idea is to build mechanisms for civil control of gas revenues and to direct them toward the common 

good. Today all the public revenues stemming from gas production go to the central budget, but the gas-producing territories 

usually don’t see the profits of their work or receive the funds to cope with ecological problems arising from gas production. 

Our team prepared an algorithm to allocate gas production taxes at a local level. We based our idea on the Constitution of 

Ukraine, which states that Ukrainian resources belong to the people of Ukraine. To this end, we suggest establishing a 

National Development Fund, which would collect tax from gas production and distribute these funds for the common good. 

For instance, tax revenues could be used on environmental projects. 

Read the full text at http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/04/22/honchar/  

 

ZURAB ALASANIA: PUBLIC BROADCASTING SHOULD CHANGE AS SOCIETY CHANGES 

March 19, Verkhovna Rada adopted the Law on public television and radio broadcasting in Ukraine in the second 

reading, and lit green light to a public broadcaster. The EU has consistently supported Ukraine in taking these steps. 

Now the matter is finally put into practice. We talked with Zurab Alasania, director general of the National Television 

Company of Ukraine, on the future of public broadcasting. 

How long will it take in practice to 

complete the process of creating 

and implementing the law on 

public broadcasting? 

I hope it never ends. We need to 

look at this situation in a slightly 

different way. “Public” isn’t just 

about broadcasting; it is about 

society itself. Our system of 

broadcasting should change as 

society changes. We have to educate 

society and society must educate us. 

That is a never-ending process. I 

hope that the legal proceedings will 

be complete by the end of this year. 

Does that include the transition from state to public broadcasting? 

Absolutely. No matter how much she might like, it is impossible for a woman to deliver a healthy baby after just two months 

of pregnancy; it takes nine months. It is the same with the development of this law – the formal legal processes will take some 

time. Informally, we have already been working for a year so far. Until recently we have been spending time getting rid of all 

of the old and ineffective ways of doing things. Now we have finally started taking steps in the right direction, moving beyond 

all of our past mistakes. 

How can the current state system of regional broadcasting be transformed into a real public broadcasting service? 

Regional broadcasting should join us first. Each region can independently decide for itself how to develop its own system. All 

that we require is that there is strictly no ‘dzhynsa’ (paid journalism) or advertorials. Regional broadcasters should forget about 

such practices – they are remnants of the soviet system that should be eliminated. Regional state media have a tendency to be 

subordinate to local authorities and cater to their interests. This should be stopped and we will be keeping an eye on this. 

Public broadcasting has been a key topic of discussion between Ukraine and the EU for many years been. Does the EU 

support Pershy Natsionalny in creating public broadcasting? 

The EU has provided us with great expertise and lobbied the law on public broadcasting. It was not sure if the bill passed in the 

second reading because of high resistance in the Parliament and regional media. It was then that the EU started to lobby the 

bill. At all levels, they pressed for enactment. That is why the role of our European partners is significant. 

 

http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/04/22/honchar/


 

 

Now, when it became clear that public television in Ukraine will exist, the EU and other international partners are ready to 

provide financial assistance for the modernization of television equipment. 

Read the full text at http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/05/07/public-broadcasting/  

 

ENERGY-INDEPENDENCE ACROSS UKRAINE: A PHOTO-REPORT 

April 16-29, Ukrainians could sip some sunny coffee or pedal a movie in the main squares of Ukrainian cities. This is not just 

another windy fair, but a strategic information tour to educate people on alternative energy use for day-to-day needs. 

Vitaliy, a real energy geek, brews coffee in rays of sun. He 

encourages onlookers to sip some “sunny coffee” as he 

calls it. The coffee is hot and fragrant. You would never 

guess it was made without electricity or gas. 

“We tell people about alternative energy. This is a solar 

concentrator, which can be constructed at home,” says 

Vitaliy about his solar machine. He gives simple 

instructions on how to construct it: “you just need an old 

satellite dish covered with sun-reflecting film.” As simple 

as that! With this invention, you can go for a picnic and 

have some fried eggs, coffee or even grill food without 

harming nature. 

Vitaliy has been touring with a team from the National 

Ecological Centre of Ukraine (NECU) for two years. Over 

that time, he has noticed some changes in the mentality of Ukrainians. “People have started to realise their responsibility for 

the environment and climate change,” he says, adding, “they are also starting to look for energy efficiency to reduce their 

expenses.” 

“Using our booklets, people have already constructed at least 60 solar concentrators all over Ukraine,” says Vitaliy. 

  

There is also a creative and fun way of saving energy with a bicycle generator. With this invention, you can virtually create 

energy by yourself! “It is very motivating,” says NECU volunteer Bohdan. 

You can take on several productive activities at once. This invention generates energy through pedalling a bike. So, you can do 

your favourite physical activity while at the same time creating energy for your laptops, or even powering an outdoor movie. 

The main idea of this invention is to show that even something simple like a bicycle can be an element of energy 

independence. 

 

http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/05/07/public-broadcasting/


 

 

  

Background 

The info-tour is organised by a group of eco-NGOs to educate people on how to become more energy independent. The NGOs 

include NECU, UMKA, AVK, Eco club, Voice of Nature, Eremurus, and Green Wave. The EU actively encourages eco 

initiatives and gives financial support for their realisation, including support to this info-tour. 

You may track the activities of the project at the official Facebook page. 

Read the full text at http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/05/06/energy-tour/  

 

UKRAINE LAUNCHES EUROPE DAYS: JOIN IN!  

On 12-20 May Ukraine is to join the Europe Day celebration. The Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine, in 

cooperation with 10 cities of Ukraine shall held different types of events in order to once again remind the citizens 

about the “Europeanness” of Ukraine, its potential and intellectual power. This year’s Europe Day events will be united 

by the topic of urban development, healthy lifestyle and interaction between the cities’ activists. 

 

Europe Days in Ukraine with participation of the EU Delegation will last from 12 to 20 May 2015 in Kyiv, Odesa, Lviv, 

Dnipropetrovsk, Kramatorsk, Ternopil, Kirovohrad, Zhytomir, Kryvyi Rih and Ivano-Frankivsk. The following events are 

scheduled to be held in the framework of the celebration: 

What? Hackathon – a competition of ideas for youth projects “My creative city” 

Where? Your city’s creative space 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/%D0%86%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%82%D1%83%D1%80-%D0%95%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%BD%D1%96%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%96%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0/383075858550293?sk=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/pages/%D0%86%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%82%D1%83%D1%80-%D0%95%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%BD%D1%96%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%96%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0/383075858550293?sk=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/pages/%D0%86%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%82%D1%83%D1%80-%D0%95%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%BD%D1%96%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%96%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0/383075858550293?sk=timeline
http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/05/06/energy-tour/


 

 

Why?  During the hackathon, the active youth of your city shall propose real projects for modernization of your city into an 

even more European, competitive and investment attractive one. The EU Delegation shall informationally support the one 

project, which shall get the highest number of votes from all participants by the end of the event. The goal of the hackathon is 

to highlight the success stories for the residents as well as to build the understanding that the European integration is possible, 

inter alia, on the level of stories of individual people, campaigns and organizations. 

What? Public debates on the topic “How Ukraine can inspire Europe? In what way can Ukraine enrich Europe?”  

Where? Central square of your city 

Why?  Open street discussion shall gather together government representatives, businessmen, civil society activists and 

experts from various fields, with which all interested shall be able to communicate and pose questions concerning the 

modernization of life in Ukraine and improvement of life in a particular city. 

What?             The EU Projects Fair 

Where? Creative space of your city 

Why?  During the Projects Fair, the grants and opportunities for the development of a city and oblast, which are implemented 

by regional and national organizations and funds, shall be presented. The goal of the Fair is to tell residents of the cities about 

specific projects and opportunities for the development of the region. 

To join the Projects Fair, please, go through a short registration: Kramatorsk, 13 May; Kirovograd, 14 May; Odesa, 15 May; 

Dnipropetrovsk, 18 May; Kryvyi Rig, 19 May. 

What? Sports event “(Cycling and Track) Run to Europe” 

Where? Main street of your city 

Why?  During the event, everyone interested shall cycle or run the main streets of their city and demonstrate that Ukraine is 

not only about European intelligence and development, but also the European lifestyle, which promotes health and 

environment protection. 

Stay tuned on the news of your city and the EU Delegation for getting detailed information about the planned events in 

your city in the framework of the Europe Days celebration.  

Read the full text at http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/05/07/europe-days/  

 

 

 

Useful links: 

For more information on EU-Ukraine relations, consult the following resources 

http://euukrainecoop.com/useful-links/  

Calendar of past and future events:  

http://euukrainecoop.com/calendar/  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KfK9DBX6fI7JcBWANt-XyFv-lZOZ-lsIbkgjoeB47BI/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1agc6xq4RvEnS_OOmcvd_Gzy7NSPpBtD_-URZmoT7q-c/viewform
http://euukrainecoop.com/2015/05/07/europe-days/
http://euukrainecoop.com/useful-links/
http://euukrainecoop.com/calendar/

