
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Key events of the EU-Ukraine cooperation. February, 2014 

FÜLE: “ONLY A UKRAINIAN PLAN CAN WORK” 

Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy Štefan Füle continued EU’s political efforts in 
helping Ukraine to find solution to the political crisis. He held talks with partners in Kyiv on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. After that he made the following statement to the media (watch also video on the link below) 
 

“It is my third visit here in as many 
weeks. This one is very much 
connected to the Foreign Affairs 
Council and has an overarching goal 
to stress the EU´s concerns and 
continued willingness to help. My 
main message is that only one plan 
can work here: a Ukrainian plan 
agreed by Ukrainians and 
implemented swiftly. 

I had talks with the President, 
leaders of the opposition, civil 
society, and activists from 
Euromaidan. All of them are 
important actors in this process. I 
conveyed to them that deep 
engagement of all is needed to find 

negotiated solution based on consensus. In all my meetings I stressed how important is confidence and trust as 
the main precondition for political process. I made the point that confidence and trust of the population cannot 
be achieved on Maidan and main squares in big cities, while throughout the country the arrests, intimidations and 
harassment of protesters and activists continue from people in uniforms and in civilian or sporting clothes. An 
important part of my programme was to visit two hospitals to see injured protesters and policemen. My message 
there was that violence is not acceptable. Politicians must think about the impact of their actions or non-actions. I 
also used that opportunity to appreciate the work of doctors in these difficult circumstances. 

From all my conversations I gathered that there is the need: 

• to take urgent steps on constitutional reform, and formation of the new inclusive government, ensuring 
free and fair elections. 

• to nominate the remaining member of the Investigation Advisory Panel, as initiated by the Secretary 
General of the Council of Europe, and make the Panel work as soon as possible. The work of this Panel is 
important – it would ensure that the investigations by the Ukrainian authorities proceed in a way which is 
compatible with Ukraine’s international commitments. 

• More security, no impunity: respect and protection for rights and freedoms, end of intimidations, 
harassment, quick and transparent investigations of acts of violence. 

• It is strange and unacceptable that injured are brought to hospitals by police and not by ambulances. 
• I had the opportunity to appreciate the work of the independent media. Freedom of press is one of the 

main pillars of democracy. For democracy to strive, journalists must have freedom to do their job and 
must not be deliberately targeted and threatened. By targeting the press you target one of the pillars of 
your own democracy. 

This brings me to what the EU could bring to facilitate the process. Throughout our continued engagement and 
based on the FAC Conclusions from Monday, we continue to support the peaceful political process. 

We are ready to step up our efforts, together with international partners, to help Ukraine in dealing with difficult 
economic situation with reform agenda and assistance. 

 

http://euukrainecoop.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/fuele.jpg
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/player.cfm?sitelang=en&ref=I086367


 

 

 

 

On Monday the EU Foreign Ministers made clear that in case of deterioration of the overall situation we are ready 
to respond quickly. And let me also refer to the last sentence of the Foreign Affairs Council’s conclusions: the 
Member States reaffirmed their commitment to sign the Association Agreement/ Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Agreement (DCFTA) with Ukraine and at the same time made clear that this Agreement is not the final 
goal of our cooperation. 

To conclude:  Time is not on your side – we are. But this is a Ukrainian process. A process, in which the future of 
this country and its people is at stake. 

For this process to be successful, it needs to be inclusive – not only about the authorities and opposition, but also 
about the civil society and business community. They are extremely important to unlock the full potential of this 
beautiful country. And the authorities must realise that they bear the main responsibility in this process.” 
Watch the press conference here. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON UKRAINE 

On 10 February, the Foreign Affairs Council adopted the following conclusions on Ukraine:  

1.  The EU follows with deep concern the situation and the continuing political crisis in Ukraine and remains ready 
to respond quickly to any deterioration on the ground. The Council is alarmed by the human rights situation, 
including violence, cases of missing persons, torture and intimidation and deplores the deaths and injuries 
sustained on all sides. The Council calls on all actors to refrain from violence and dissociate themselves from 
radical actions. The authorities should undertake all necessary measures to respect and protect the Ukrainian 
citizens’ fundamental rights. Any demonstrations should be pursued by peaceful means. The continuous cases of 
deliberate targeting of organisers and participants of peaceful protests as well as of journalists must immediately 
be stopped. The Council continues to urge the authorities to duly investigate all acts of violence in a transparent 
and impartial manner and bring the perpetrators to justice. The current atmosphere of impunity which allows for 
such acts to take place must be addressed. The EU also encourages the Government of Ukraine to appoint its 
member of the Council of Europe Investigation Advisory Panel without delay. 
2.  The Council welcomes the recent steps, in particular the decision of the Verkhovna Rada on 28 January to 
revoke the laws which unduly restricted the exercise of fundamental freedoms. Further efforts are necessary to 
find a durable solution to the current political crisis. The EU urges all sides to seek, through an inclusive dialogue, a 
democratic solution that would meet the aspirations of the Ukrainian people. The EU invites Ukraine to reach out 
for international mechanisms for crisis resolution. A new and inclusive government, constitutional reform bringing 
back more balance of powers, and preparations for free and fair presidential elections would contribute to 
bringing Ukraine back on a sustainable path of reforms. The EU stands ready to provide expert support in all 
areas judged useful and encourages Ukraine also to draw on the expertise of international organisations such as 
the Council of Europe, the OSCE and the United Nations. The EU appreciates the effort of the OSCE Chairman-in-
Office and its offer of support. 
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3. The EU remains committed to supporting Ukraine’s reform course. On the basis of a new Ukrainian Government 
pursuing economic and political reforms, the EU is ready to further pursue its efforts with the international 
community and international financial institutions to assist Ukraine, in line with well-established conditions, to find 
a sustainable way out of its difficult economic situation. The Council invites the High Representative and the 
Commission to continue efforts to this end. 

4.  The Council commends the High Representative’s and the Commission’s tireless efforts to facilitate dialogue 
between actors in Ukraine. The EU will remain actively engaged with Ukraine and maintain its high level presence, 
in order to assist the stakeholders in their efforts to stabilise the situation and to bring Ukraine out of the current 
crisis. 

5.  Recalling its conclusions of 10 December 2012 and of the European Council of 19-20 December 2013, the 
Council reiterates its commitment to signing the Association Agreement, including a Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Area, as soon as Ukraine is ready. The Council emphasizes the right of all sovereign states to make their 
own foreign policy decisions without undue external pressure. The Council expresses its conviction that this 
Agreement does not constitute the final goal in EU-Ukraine cooperation. 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S RESOLUTION ON UKRAINE 

On Thursday, 6 February, the European Parliament adopted resolution on situation in Ukraine. 

The resolution condemns violence 
against “peaceful citizens, journalists, 
students, civil society activists, 
opposition politicians and clergy” in 
Ukraine. 

In this regard, it calls on EU 
institutions and member states “to 
take immediate action, including 
increased diplomatic pressure and 
the introduction of personalised 
targeted measures (travel ban and 
asset and property freezes) with 
regard to all those Ukrainian officials 
and legislators and their business 
sponsors (oligarchs) who are 
responsible for the crackdowns on 
and deaths of protestors. 

The document also calls “to step up 
efforts to stop money laundering and tax evasion by Ukrainian companies and businesspeople in European banks.” 

MEPs encourage the EU, the US, the IMF, the World Bank, the EBRD and the EIB to “prepare a long-term 
package of concrete financial support to help Ukraine tackle its worsening financial and social situation and 
provide economic support to launch the necessary deep and comprehensive reforms of the Ukrainian economy by 
the government.” 

The European Parliament is also concerned over excessive use of violence by the security forces and the Titushki. It 
demands that President Viktor Yanukovych cease the deployment of Berkut riot police and other security forces in 
“provoking, kidnapping, harassing, torturing, beating and humiliating supporters of the EuroMaidans, as well as 
arbitrary arrests and over-extended pre-trial detentions.” 

MEPs ask the European Parliament’s Conference of Presidents to establish a permanent mission of MEPs in 
Ukraine as soon as possible, “with a view to defusing tension and facilitating dialogue between the parties.” 
Moreover, they call on Russia “to stop retaliatory measures and undue pressure aimed at undermining the 
sovereign right of its neighbours freely to determine their future.” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The resolution also recalls EU’s readiness to sign an Association Agreement, including deep and comprehensive 
free trade area deal, with Ukraine as soon as the political crisis is overcome and the relevant requirements are met 
as defined by the Foreign Affairs Council of 10 December 2012 and supported by Parliament’s resolution of 13 
December 2012. 

More information: 

Full text of the European Parliament resolution on situation in Ukraine 

WHAT CAN THE EU AGRICULTURAL LAND MARKET PRACTICE OFFER? 

In his interview Stefan Verbunt, Resident Twinning Advisor of the EU-funded project “Assistance in the 
development of an open and transparent agricultural land market in Ukraine” shares the challenges of his 
recently launched project and views on what could be done to ensure transparent agricultural land market 
operations in the future.  

- What makes the nonexistent agricultural land 
market in Ukraine nontransparent and what 
are the main challenges of your project in view 
of this? 

Indeed, there is currently a moratorium on 
agricultural land sales. So in fact there is no 
market, because there are no transactions. As 
a result there are not a lot of incentives for 
farmers to invest and this really handicaps the 
development of the agricultural sector. 

A lot need to be done. Basically there are two 
central requirements in order to open up the 
agricultural land market: the administrative side 
and the legal systems. If you want to have a 
functioning land market, you need a proper 
cadastre. In the recent past Ukraine has 
developed a Land Information System 
(National Cadastre System) supported by the 

World Bank aimed at registering the data on the land plots. On the legal side, the land must be legally registered. 
When buying land one needs to be certain that the seller has legitimate right to do this and that there are no 
other obligations on the land. A lot of work has already been done in Ukraine but system still needs 
improvements. Our project will assist to get these systems and institutions functioning in line with EU best 
practices. 

In Ukraine there are about 7 million individuals (farmers, retired people and others) with land shares, who were 
given these shares when Ukraine became independent. Of course, after 20 years of independence landowners are 
really becoming impatient, because some of them want to sell, some want to buy more. This resulted in vast 
amounts of land (shares) being leased to big companies. These large companies starting from 10.000ha and much 
more, have an enormous impact on the social structure of the Rural areas. This is of course a political issue. 

Another issue is the productivity of land (not to be confused with fertility) which is far below its potential. No one 
is willing to make long-term investment to increase productivity, when there is not sufficient legal certainty. 
Foreign investors, companies with the necessary knowledge and equipment, could assist in developing the 
agricultural sector if only the legal system would allow it. 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2014/03/06/land-market/  

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=P7-RC-2014-0138&language=EN
http://euukrainecoop.com/2014/03/06/land-market/


 

 

 

 

IMPROVED PHYTOSANITARY CONTROL TO BOOST UKRAINE’S EXPORTS 

Ukraine has a lot of export potential in the agrarian sector, but phytosanitary concerns significantly limit the 
development of these prospects. An EU-funded project with a budget of €1.2 million supports the State 
Veterinary and Phytosanitary Service of Ukraine in guaranteeing the safety of plants and plant products. 

An interview with Agris Bokums delved into the 
matter of bringing Ukrainian phytosanitary norms 
in line with EU legislation. 

- Your project is focused on phytosanitary 
regulations. What do these regulations mean and 
how do they influence the lives of ordinary 
citizens? 

The practical importance of phytosanitary norms 
consists in preventing the import of infected 
plants, fruits, vegetables, planting material for 
agricultural purposes, and decorative crops. 
Preventive measures can enable us to save the 
harvest and avoid expenses associated with curing 
the plants in case of their deterioration. There are 
many different risks that arise from infected 
plants: land would be quarantined and fruit would 
be destroyed. All these outcomes can have severe 
socio-economic consequences. 

-   What are the main challenges to Ukrainian phytosanitation now?    

According to our evaluation, phytosanitary legislation in Ukraine is quite good and guarantees an acceptable level 
of plant control. At the same time, in order to bring these regulations to equivalence with European norms, some 
elements should necessarily be revised. In particular, the basic Directive on Plant Quarantine – COUNCIL 
DIRECTIVE 2000/29/EC of May 8, 2000 on protective measures against the introduction of organisms harmful to 
plants or plant products into the community. It is crucially important to harmonise Ukrainian legislation with this 
directive. 

Common phytosanitary regulations are necessary for successful trade both between the EU and outside countries 
and inside the EU. For example, when Croatia joined the EU in 2013, the main benefit for its agricultural sector 
was entering the common European market, which it could only access after meeting the EU phytosanitary 
requirements. 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2014/02/07/improved-phytosanitary-control-to-boost-ukraines-
exports/  

HOW TO COMBINE PARENTHOOD AND CAREER? 

Due to shortcomings in Ukrainian legislation, women often find it difficult to compete in the labour market. We 
discuss the challenge of combining parenthood and a career with Valentina Proskurina, leader of the EU-funded 
project, “Back to work: reintegration of parents to professional life after a parental leave.”     

-   What challenges do Ukrainians face when combining parenthood and career, and particularly when returning 
to professional life after a parental leave?  
In Ukraine it is usually women who put their professional lives on hold in order to care for a baby, and their rights 
in this case sometimes turn into their burden. Ukrainian legislators have placed so much emphasis on the 
recommendations of international organisations that Ukrainian women are now overloaded with benefits and this 
sometimes means they become uncompetitive in the labour market.  

http://euukrainecoop.com/2014/02/07/improved-phytosanitary-control-to-boost-ukraines-exports/
http://euukrainecoop.com/2014/02/07/improved-phytosanitary-control-to-boost-ukraines-exports/


 

 

 

 

For instance, business trips are strictly prohibited for a mother of a child under three years old, even if she has the 
desire and ability to go. At the same time, despite having the necessary qualifications, a woman may be excluded 
from consideration during a selection process simply because she has children and potential employers fear she 
might take sick leave from time to time. 

Reaching a compromise between parents and employers is a huge problem in Ukraine. In order to solve this 
problem, it will be necessary for the government to develop employment policies that do not limit parents’ career 
opportunities. 

-   How does the situation in Ukraine differ from that in EU member states? 

Of course, problems around reintegrating parents into the labour market do not exist only in Ukraine. Parents’ 
challenges after parental leaves are universal: upgrading their qualifications, maintaining contacts with colleagues, 
considering working from home, seeking a flexible timetable and finding their child a place in a childcare facility 
(especially if the employer offers child care). 

In the EU there are different ways of solving this problem. For example, since Germany has a shortage of skilled 
workers, the state itself stimulates the reintegration of women into the labour market. In particular, the 
government made an interesting decision: parents are allowed to cut their parental leave short and carry it over 
for use later – when the child goes to school, for example. The Project has already proposed a similar legislative 
initiative to the Ministry of social policy of Ukraine. 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2014/02/06/how-to-combine-parenthood-and-career/  

EU BOOSTS SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN CITIES’ SUSTAINABLE ENERGY INITIATIVES 

The Covenant of Mayors initiative is very important for Ukraine, as the country is the most energy-intensive 
economy in Europe. 

Walter Tretton, Head of Operations Section 3 “Development related 
to infrastructure (energy, transport) and environment” of the EU 
Delegation to Ukraine, stressed this point during an information 
session related to sustainable energy use in Kyiv on January 23. 

Given the fact that Ukraine is highly dependent on foreign energy 
resources, the country’s energy use in the forthcoming years will not 
decline. 

“Even now when Ukraine gets one of its energy resources – gas – 
30% cheaper, every schoolchild can tell you that if you get a 30% 
rebate, but consume three times more, in the end you will pay much 
more and become more dependent,” Tretton stressed. 

Moreover, a huge amount of energy in Ukrainian cities is wasted. 
Tretton added that this often happens because of inefficiencies like 
outdated district heating systems. 

The implementation by Ukrainian municipalities of their sustainable 
energy commitments under the Covenant of Mayors initiative could 
address some of the challenges the Ukrainian energy sector is facing. 
Currently, while 43 Ukrainian cities are already committed to the 
programme, many of them still face difficulties in achieving the 
Covenant of Mayors energy targets. 

To this end, Gabriel Blanc, Programme Manager at the European 
Commission, announced the establishment of a new Call for 

Proposals aiming at financing Sustainable Urban Demonstration Projects Programme (SUDeP). 

 

http://euukrainecoop.com/2014/02/06/how-to-combine-parenthood-and-career/


 

 

 

 

With an overall budget of €12.5 million, SUDeP Call for Proposals aims at supporting Eastern Partnership 
municipalities that have signed the Covenant of Mayors in implementing their sustainable energy action plans. It 
will provide financial support to municipal projects targeting energy saving, energy efficiency, renewable energy, 
and reductions in CO2 emissions. 

Sviatoslav Pavliuk, key expert at the Covenant of Mayors East office, believes the newly established initiative will 
bear fruit in Ukraine. “Ukraine has the biggest interest in such projects among Covenant of Mayors – East 
countries,” Pavliuk stressed. 

Background 

The information session, “Call for Proposals Supporting the Eastern Partnership Cities in the Implementation of 
Sustainable Energy Action Plans under the Covenant of Mayors,” was held in Kyiv on January 23. It brought 
together 75 representatives of Ukrainian and 5 representatives of Belarussian municipalities, the European 
Commission, as well as representatives from the Ukrainian ministries. The main objective of the event was to equip 
all stakeholders with the key tools necessary to apply for the EU Call for Proposals “SUDEP”, aiming at 
implementing sustainable energy projects within the Covenant of Mayors initiative. 

The Covenant of Mayors is a mainstream European movement involving local and regional authorities voluntarily 
committing to increasing energy efficiency and use of renewable energy sources on their territories. By their 
commitment, Covenant signatories aim to meet and exceed the European Union’s 20% CO2 reduction objective 
by 2020. 

More information: 

Covenant of Mayors initiative 

Energy Efficiency Cities of Ukraine organization 

 
 
Useful links:  
 
For more information on EU-Ukraine relations, consult the following resources 
http://euukrainecoop.com/useful-links/   
  
Calendar of past and future events: http://euukrainecoop.com/calendar/  
 
 

http://www.covenantofmayors.eu/index_en.html
http://enefcities.org.ua/
http://euukrainecoop.com/useful-links/
http://euukrainecoop.com/calendar/
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