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PRESS RELEASE 
 

THE Dutch frigate NMNLS Van Amstel is visiting Dar es Salaam between April 21 and 24 for a formal visit. The 

ship is part of the ongoing operation against piracy in the Indian Ocean by the European Union Naval Force (EU 

NAVFOR) dubbed Somalia Operation Atalanta. This force is one of three coalition task forces engaged in anti-

piracy operations in the Indian Ocean, highlighting the very significant international effort being expended to 

curb the threat of piracy in the East Africa region.  

  

NMNLS Van Amstel has been in Dar es Salaam since Saturday April 21, 2012 where her crew had some well- 

deserved rest, and also assisted with training for the Navy of the Tanzania People's Defence Forces (TPDF) 

before returning to her mission. 

  

The military vessel, which is part of the contribution by the Royal Netherlands Navy to the Somalia Operation 

Atalanta, joined the force earlier this month and has so far escorted two Merchant Vessels chartered by the 

World Food Programme (WFP) that were destined for the drought- and war-stricken Somalia.  WFP is currently 

providing life-saving assistance to about one million people in Mogadishu, central, and northern Somalia and 

will scale up its operations during coming months to reach more people in the parts of the country to which it 

has access.  

  

As part of the visit to the country, the European Union, the Embassy of the Netherlands and WFP Tanzania  

today granted a press briefing to journalists from different media houses to highlight efforts to fight against 

piracy along the East African coast and also the EU NAVFOR's support to humanitarian operations in the region.    

  

Since joining the Force, NMNLS Van Amstel has been actively involved in a number of operations to protect 

ships carrying food aid to the beleaguered population of Somalia, as well as the active pursuit and disruption of 

pirates operating across the Indian Ocean.  During that time, NMNLS Van Amstel has conducted several 

boardings of merchant and fishing dhows to control their activities and prevent acts of piracy. 

 

Escorted by EU NAVFOR Operation Atalanta assets, WFP has delivered over 854.181 metric tons of food to 

Somalia through Mogadishu, Merka, Bossaso and Berbera, and under EU NAVFOR protection not a single WFP 

vessel has been attacked by pirates. 

  

“WFP remains extremely grateful to the EU for escorting ships carrying our food.  Piracy continues to be a 

major concern for everyone in this region and without this sort of crucial protection for our vessels literally 

millions of hungry people would be at risk of famine,"  said WFP's Representative to Tanzania, Richard Ragan. 

,”  

 

On his part, the EU Ambassador to Tanzania, Filiberto Ceriani Sebregondi assured EU's continued support to 

the fight against piracy on the East African coast. "The EU is concerned with the continuing impact of piracy and 

armed robbery off the coast of Somalia on international maritime security and on the economic activities and 

security of countries in the region," he said.  

 

He added that as a result and as part of a comprehensive approach, the EU launched the EU NAVFOR Somalia 

Operation Atalanta within the framework of the European Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) and in 

accordance with relevant UN Security Council Resolutions (UNSCR) and International Law.  

 

For more information contact: 

European Union: Tom Vens, Head Political, Press and Information Section EU Delegation to Tanzania  

Tom.VENS@eeas.europa.eu  

World Food Programme: Fizza Moloo, Donor Relations Officer, Fizza.Moloo@wfp.org  

 
 


