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FRENCH SHIP ACONIT VISITS DAR ES SALAAM 
 

 

The French frigate ACONIT arrived in Dar es Salaam for a formal visit today (29 Feb 12).  The ship 
joined the European Union Naval Force (EUNVFOR) earlier this month.  This force is one of three 
coalition task forces engaged in anti-piracy operations in the Indian Ocean, highlighting the very 
significant international effort being expended to curb the threat of piracy in the region.   
 
The Operational Commander of the EUNAVFOR mission is British Rear Admiral Duncan Potts who 
leads a multinational HQ near London, his deputy is German Rear Admiral Rainer Endres and the 
deployed force of ships, maritime patrol aircraft and helicopters is commanded by Spanish Rear 
Admiral Jorge Manso embarked in PATINO.  Other elements of the force include contributions from 
the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Greece and Estonia.  
 
Since joining the Force ACONIT has been actively involved in a number of operations to protect 
shipping carrying food aid to the beleaguered population of Somalia, as well as the active pursuit 
and disruption of pirates operating across the Indian Ocean.  During that time, ACONIT has 
conducted several boardings of merchant and fishing dhows to control their activities and prevent 
acts of piracy. 
 
ACONIT left Toulon, France, on January 28th and called at Djibouti 15 days ago. ACONIT’s crew 
includes 180 seamen (of whom 25 are women). Before deploying, the crew members followed an 
arduous training program, to be prepared to perform their counter-piracy duty.  
 
ACONIT is a Stealth frigate, commissioned in 1999. She inherits her name from a Free French 
Naval Forces corvette, which sunk two German submarines the same day during World War II. Her 
armament includes anti-surface warfare, anti-air warfare, decoy launchers, various guns and a 
helicopter. 
 
ACONIT, commanded by Captain Olivier de Saint-Julien, will be spending four days in Dar es 
Salaam where her crew will have some well deserved rest and also assist with some training for the 
Navy of the Tanzania People's Defence Forces before returning to her mission. 
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