
Launch of Europe Week 2012 
Celebrating the European Year of Active Ageing and Solidarity Between Generations  

 

On May 9th the European Union marks the symbolic date when Robert Schuman put forward 
his ideas on a united Europe to bring lasting peace and prosperity to our continent. The 
celebrations for Europe Week will take place in the context of the European Year of Active 
Ageing and Solidarity Between Generations. 

The Head of the European Union Delegationto Tanzania, Ambassador Filiberto Ceriani 
Sebregondi on Monday May 7, 2012 held, together with Heads of Mission of the EU Member 
States, a press conference in Dar es Salaam where he unveiled a series of activities that were 
lined up for marking the Europe  Week and European Year of Active Ageing and Solidarity 
Between Generations. 

In connection with this theme, Ambassador Sebregondi said  

"Population ageing is a global phenomenon that is occurring fastest in low and middle-income 
countries. While ageing presents challenges to society, it also creates many opportunities. 
Solidarity among generations is key to overcome socio-economic and global challenges, such 
as the sustainability of social security systems, or the preservation of the natural resources".  

During the coming week, a series of activities have been organised by the Delegation of the 
European Union to Tanzania in collaboration with EU Member States' Missions to Tanzania, 
the Government, local and international organisations.  

On Tuesday May 8, a round table discussion will be held on "Regional Integration and Trade: 
European Union and East African Perspectives", which has been jointly organised by the European Union and the Department of Political Science and Public Administration 
of the University of Dar es Salaam. It will be held at Council Chamber at the University of Dar es Salaam and will include panellists from the EU, the Tanzanian Government, 
East African Community, Private Sector Foundation, among others.  

Europe Day itself, will be celebrated on Wednesday May 9. This day will mark the 62nd Anniversary of the Schuman Declaration which gave birth to the European Union.  

An information session on Call for Proposals for Support to Tanzanian Creative and Cultural Industries will be held at the National Museum in Dar es Salaam on 10 May. It 
will be an opportunity for  stakeholders from the sector to familiarise themselves with the procedure for benefiting from EU support in the area.  

On Thursday May 10 we will also launch the European Film Festival which will run through Tuesday May 15. Different European and Short Tanzanian movies will be 
screened at four different venues in Dar es Salaam namely; Alliance Française, Goethe-Institut, British Council and Nafasi Art Space.  
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There will also be a training workshop for journalists from different media outlets and parts of the country with the aim of equipping the journalists with skills and 
knowledge for promoting active ageing and solidarity between generations. The training has been jointly organised by the European Union and HelpAge International, an 
international charity advocating for the rights of the older people. It will be held on Friday May 11.   

A signing ceremony of Cooperation Programmes between the European Union and the Tanzanian Government will be held at the Ministry of Finance on Friday May 11. 

On Saturday May 12 at 8 AM there will be a football match at the Karume Stadium between the European Union and the Bunge Team which is aimed at demonstrating the 
good relationship between the European Union and Tanzania and also reinforce the EU's strong belief in partnership. Everyone is warmly welcome!  

On Sunday May 13 at 8 AM, the EU, in cooperation with the Dar es Salaam Cyclists Association-UWABA, invites the public to participate to a cycling caravan to raise 
awareness about road safety and Active Ageing and Solidarity Between Generations.  The caravan will begin and end at the Mnazi Mmoja grounds at the city centre and will 
pass through Bibi Titi Mohammed Road, Ali Hassan Mwinyi Road, Kawawa Road and Uhuru Street.   
 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

9th May is Europe Day. On this day in 1950 the French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman made an important speech that laid the foundations of today’s European Union 
(EU). His vision was that by pooling basic production of coal and steel and instituting new common institutions would lead to the creation of an European Federation 
indispensable to the preservation of peace.  

The signature of the Treaty of Rome by the first six countries marked the start of an extraordinary history of European integration based on the values of peace, prosperity, 
and dialogue. The European Union has since evolved from a common market towards a political integration project on a grand scale. We have built permanent peace among 
former enemies and achieved the successful reunification of Europe. The European Union has helped to advance democracy, political freedom and human rights throughout 
Europe where citizens live in prosperous and socially just societies. These achievements also guide the external relations of the European Union.   

 
Each year the European Council selects a theme for each year around which celebrations to mark the Europe Day are organised in the EU states and partner states. The 
European Council decided that the year 2012 should be declared the European Year of Active Ageing and Solidarity Between Generations.   
 
Every year during this time the Delegation of the European Union to Tanzania in collaboration with EU member states launch a series of events to celebrate around the 
Europe Day under different themes as decided by the European Council.  
 


