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Honourable  Samia Suluhu Hassan, Minister of State – Vice President’s Office 
Union Affairs  

Your Excellencies the Heads of the EU Member Countries' Missions to 
Tanzania 

Member of the Diplomatic Corps 

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Dear Friends, 

 

It is a great honour – and also an emotional moment for me - to host this 

reception to celebrate the award of the Nobel Peace Prize 2012 to the European 

Union. The institutions which I represent in Tanzania, the EU Members States 

and - I would say - the European citizens at large are very proud of this 

recognition. 

 

Your Honour,   

the European Union construction during the 55 years from its foundation by six 

countries represents the most successful Peace project the world has witnessed 

in modern times. In a continent ravaged by wars and having originated two 

World Wars in 40 years, the current long lasting peace is a tremendous 

achievement. It has not only brought peaceful coexistence and collaboration 

among peoples that have fought for centuries, but has represented a source of 

attraction for additional twenty-two countries since its conception. Some of 



these countries have emerged from dictatorships or from division and 

underdevelopment during the Cold War era. 

Beside, the democratic foundations of the EU institutions have provided a 

formidable inspiration for countries living without freedom or in high risk of 

destabilisation. Even neighbouring countries have experienced, through the 

negotiation to access the EU, progressive opening and modernisation of their 

societies.  

Europeans, as brothers and sisters, have learned to live in peace and build up 

prosperous nations and institutions.  

 

Your Honour, Distinguished Guests, 

Today the EU continues to exude its drawing power and serves as a stabilising 

force beyond its borders. The Nobel Peace Prize puts new wind in our sails to 

reach out and help those who do not enjoy the same freedoms as we do and 

whose lives might be threatened by war, deprivation or hunger. It is why the 

European Union and its Member States continue to be the first global provider 

of international development aid and of humanitarian assistance. In a continent 

such as Africa and a country as Tanzania, I am proud to serve as the EU 

Ambassador and to be able to provide as EU, together with my European 

colleagues, half of the entire official development assistance to this country.  

As an official of the still young European External Action Service I am equally 

proud of the support the EU provides through its Common Security and Defence 

Policy to African led peace keeping missions to Somalia and Sudan, to law 

enforcement missions in Congo DR and in Central African Republic or to the 

successful anti-piracy effort in the waters of the Western Indian Ocean. Since 

2004, the EU has provided more than € 1 billion to support the African Union 

and regional organisations to strengthen their roles in peace and security, take 



responsibility for the stability of the continent and become internationally 

recognised major players in supporting Africa's peace and security. 

 

Your Honour, 

Rather than rest on our laurels, we should take the award to the EU as a boost to 

step up our engagement for lasting peace and prosperity. In times of difficult 

financial turmoil, the Nobel Peace Prize is indeed a reminder to Europeans of 

the core values of their successful journey. We must protect this achievement 

from disillusion and from resurgent nationalism. I take your presence here and 

your enthusiasm to celebrate this occasion as an encouragement for us not to be 

diverted by the difficulties of the present time.  

 

Your Honour, Distinguished Guests,  

Today December 10th is also the International Day for Human Rights, which this 

year comes under the theme of Political Participation. The EU is at the forefront 

of the international effort to preserve and develop the fundamental Human 

Rights and Freedoms.  A most recently adopted Action Plan on Human Rights 

engages the EU to step up efforts to promote freedom of expression, opinion, 

assembly and association, the fight against all form of discrimination and the 

support to human rights defenders. 

In today's occasion we commit that more generations in Europe and beyond can 

enjoy what we cherish every day: peace, democracy, the respect of human rights 

and the guarantee of fundamental freedoms. We will continue to work tirelessly 

to ensure that people around the globe can count on a free EU to give them a 

helping hand. 

 

 



Now, Dear Friends, 

Some brief information on what will happen today and later on. The three 

Presidents of the European Commission, of the Council of Ministers and of the 

European Parliament, Mr Barroso, Mr Van Rompuy and Mr Schulz will receive 

the Nobel Peace Prize. You will watch it live here in a few moments.  

The Prize, consisting of 8 million Swedish Crones, equivalent to nearly 1 

million Euro, will be devoted to children affected by war and conflicts across the 

world. As President Barroso said: "The Nobel Prize stands for reconciliation 

throughout the world. The Prize money should then benefit the first hope for the 

future, but also the first victims of present and past conflicts: the children". The 

Medal and the Diploma coming with the Prize will be kept by the European 

Union institutions on behalf of the European Union. 

 

I wish therefore to conclude my remarks by inviting you to raise your glass to 

celebrate this august occasion.  

Long life to the European Union and its peoples.  

Long life to Peace and Prosperity all across the world. 

Long life to the partnership between the EU and Tanzania. 

 

 

 


