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On 8 October 2010 Ambassador Tim Clarke, Head of the Delegation of the European 

Union to the United Republic of Tanzania, presented his credentials to Ambassador Juma 

Mwapachu, Secretary General of the East African Community.  

 

"The European Integration process that has culminated in the European Union started more 

than 50 years ago. This deep economic and political integration process makes the 

European Union a natural partner of the East African Community with whom it shares a 

similar vision" Ambassador Clarke said. 

 

The EU is one of the main partners of the EAC. It is its main trade partner accounting for 

one fourth of EAC exports and one fifth of EAC imports. In order to consolidate this 

relationship, the EU and the EAC have jointly set a deadline of end November 2010 to 

conclude the negotiations for a comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement. The EU 

is also the main development partner to the region, having contributed 2.2 billion euro in 

2008, and a total of 12.2 billion euro between 2001 and 2008 in official development 

assistance.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA INQUIRES:  
Tom VENS – tom.vens@ec.europa.eu  

http://ec.europa.eu/delegations/tanzania/index_en.htm 
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The EU as a key partner for the EAC  

 

 

The EAC and the EU have close historical links. Their partnership is articulated around the 

three pillars of the Cotonou Agreement: political dialogue, support to the development 

agenda of the EAC region, and preferential market access for EAC exports into the EU. 

 

The political relations between the EU and its partners in the world were boosted in 2010 

with the entry into force of the Lisbon. The EU's political relations with the EAC are 

framed within the larger context of the EU's partnership with countries of the ACP region 

(Africa, Pacific and Caribbean) on the one hand and the EU's partnership with Africa on 

the other hand. The EU and EAC region maintain a political dialogue on issues of common 

interest including on human rights, democratisation, the rule of law and good governance. 

The EU supports this dialogue with concrete initiatives such as the deployment of EU 

Election Observation Missions or military and civilian support to fight terrorism and 

piracy. 

 

The EU (European Commission and EU Members States) is the main development 

partner of the EAC. ODA from the EU amounted to 2.2 billion euro in 2008, and a total 

of 12.2 billion euro between 2001 and 2008. This accounts for almost half of the official 

development assistance to the region.  These funds have been destined to support the 

development goals of the region through national authorities and through the EAC 

Secretariat. Regional integration is supported in particular through the European 

Development Fund (EDF), which has set up a Regional Programme of 645 million euro. 

This programme has provided critical support for the completion of the negotiations 

leading to the establishment of the Common Market. The EAC is benefiting as well from 

the direct experience of the EU in its own integration process. The European Central Bank, 

for instance, has been recently conducting feasibility studies to implement a common 

currency in the EAC region that will benefit from the first hand experience of the ECB. 

 

The EU is the main trade partner of the EAC. In 2008, one fourth of EAC exports went 

to Europe, and the EU accounted for one fifth of EAC imports.  To support EAC exports 

the EU has been providing preferential market access to exports from the region since 1975 

through the Lome and Cotonou regimes. Market access was improved further in 2008 when 

the EU and the EAC initialled the Framework EPA, an agreement allowing duty free and 

quota free access to the EU and improved rules of origin for all EAC products. In 

exchange, the EAC states will gradually improve the market access to the EAC for goods 

from the EU over a period of 25 years. The elimination of import duties for industrial 

inputs and capital goods will be beneficial for local industries, providing them access to 

production inputs at a lower cost. The EU and the EAC are committed to conclude 

comprehensive EPA negotiations by end of November this year. 
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The EU is the main contributor of development assistance the region

ODA flows to the EAC region (billion USD)

Source: OECD
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Trade flows between the EAC and the EU, 2008 (billion USD)

The EU is the main trade partner of the EAC region, accounting for 

about one fifth of its commercial exchanges

Source: Comtrade
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Trade and ODA flows between the EAC and the EU 

(cumulative from 2001 to 2008, in USD million)
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