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EU ENGAGEMENT WITH CIVIL 
SOCIETY IN SOUTH AFRICA



THE EUROPEAN UNION AND 
CIVIL SOCIETY

The European Union (EU) is a unique politico-economic union of 28 European countries 

that has delivered half a century of peace, stability, and prosperity.

The EU Delegation to South Africa, similarly to an "embassy", represents the EU and 

promotes its values and policies. The EU Delegation to South Africa also manages 

various programmes which contribute to alleviating poverty and ensuring decent 

living conditions in South Africa.

In South Africa, CSOs have historically 

played - and continue to play - an active role 

in social justice, raising awareness, 

education and  campaigning for a range of 

human rights issues as well as improving 

service delivery to complement government 

social service programmes. However, in 

recent years there is a sense of crisis in the 

sector due to issues around its �nancial 

sustainability, capacity, ability to do advocacy 

work, impact on inequality and poverty, 

accountability towards citizens and  

collaboration with government and the 

private sector. 

In this context, continuous e�ort to 

support a more enabling environment for 

CSOs is crucial in South Africa in order to 

achieve transformation and the long 

lasting impact of development policies. 

Thus, the EU Roadmap for South Africa was 

introduced and endorsed by Heads of 

Missions in November 2014. It is a joint 

initiative between the EU and its Member 

States to strengthen partnership with civil 

society and provide support for their 

endeavours.

The European Union (EU) has a long 

history of dialogue with civil society 

within its borders as well as abroad.

In its communication "The roots of 

democracy and sustainable development: 

Europe's engagement with Civil Society in 

external relations", the European 

Commission (EC) promotes a more strategic 

and systematic approach to its engagement 

with civil society.

The policy recognises civil society for its 

important role in building just, equitable 

and inclusive societies and considers it 

an asset for any democratic system. 

Subsequently, the EU has identi�ed three 

priorities for its support to Civil Society 

Organisations (CSOs):

In addition, the policy calls for EU 

Delegations to develop country roadmaps 

for each of the partner countries. The 

purpose is to develop a common strategic 

framework for the engagement of EU 

Delegations and Member States with civil 

society at country level, with a view to 

improving the impact, predictability and 

visibility of EU actions. There are a number of 

stages, including: evaluating the state of 

local civil society and the current level of EU 

engagement, setting EU priorities and actions, 

and �nally, monitoring the implementation of 

the roadmap.

The Structured dialogue initiative on 

the involvement of Civil Society and 

Local authorities in EC development 

cooperation.

Launched in 2010, this two-year dialogue 

and consultation process was organised 

by the European Commission , involving 

the European Parliament and EU Member 

States.  More than 700 representatives of 

Civil Society and Local Authorities from 

Europe and partner countries participated 

and actively contributed to this dialogue. 

Its conclusions and recommendations on 

the best way to increase the e�ectiveness 

of all partners and to support CSOs in their 

roles as development actors substantively 

in�uenced the elaboration of the 2012 EU 

policy on support to Civil Society and the 

roadmap itself.
 

The dialogue was followed by the Policy 

Forum on Development, a unique 

opportunity for the stakeholders' to engage 

in dialogue together in an inclusive and 

transparent manner,  as well as  exchange 

views on development and international 

cooperation issues. The Policy Forum on 

Development meets twice a year and has a 

dedicated webpage where you can 

download newsletters and relevant 

information: 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fp�s/mwikis/aid

co/index.php/Policy_forum_on_development

• Enhancing efforts to promote a conducive environment for CSOs in 
 partner countries;
• Promoting meaningful and structured participation of CSOs in domestic policies 
 of partner countries;
• Increasing local CSOs' capacity to perform their roles more effectively as    
 independent development actors.



50 words 50 wordsSITUATION

PRIORITIES

•      Uneven capacity and varied performance of CSOs; 

•      Need for improved accountability, deeper democracy  
  and a more inclusive society;

•      Need to create more constructive forms of engagement  
 between the State and CSOs, in which citizens feel there is  
 a genuine desire to listen to and act on their concerns;

•     CSOs' sense that space for advocacy and rights-based   
 CSOs is shrinking;

•     Capacity and internal governance constraints often limit  
 the ability of CSOs to be effective governance actors;

•     Questions of sustainability of the sector and a growing  
 sense of crisis.

ACTIONS

In line with this roadmap, the EU Delegation to South 
Africa will, among other things, provide support for 
capacity building activities and organise dialogues with 
CSOs in various provinces. If you are doing something 
aligned with one of the roadmap priorities and if you 
want to �nd out how we can be partners, please 
contact us on: 
DELEGATION-S-AFRICA-CSO@eeas.europa.eu

CURRENT EU  
ENGAGEMENT

• Priority 1: A transformed, transparent, communicative, vibrant  
 and sustainable civil society able to play its role.

• Priority 2: Civil society contributing effectively to the building of  
 a capable and accountable developmental state.

• Priority 3: Civil society positively contributing to economic   
 policy-making and helping to promote inclusive growth.

• Priority 4: Civil society being able to express its voice and  
 in�uence key policy processes underpinning the EU-South   
 Africa Strategic Partnership (such as security, trade, gender,   
 youth migration, human rights, climate change) at various levels  
 (national, regional, global).

Civil Society has always been a major focus of attention 
and recipient of EU aid. In addition, the EU Delegation to 
South Africa has maintained non-�nancial relations with a 
variety of civil society actors with whom it engages in 
dialogues particularly on political and developmental 
issues.

THE EU ROADMAP FOR 
ENGAGEMENT WITH 
CIVIL SOCIETY IN SOUTH AFRICA



FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR SOUTH AFRICAN CSOs 
Funding for CSOs is available both under programmes run by the European Commission 

in Brussels and by the EU Delegation to South Africa.

Calls for proposals are published in national newspapers, on the SANGONET website, on 

the EUROPEAID website and on the EU Delegation to South Africa website.

You may submit a proposal for a concrete project under an “EU Calls for Proposals” which 

covers your area of activity. If successful, this project will be co-�nanced by the EU.

THE EUROPEAN UNION IN 
SOUTH AFRICA
The relationship between South Africa and the EU has been growing since 1994, 

underpinned by the Trade, Development and Cooperation Agreement (TDCA) and the 

EU-SA Strategic Partnership signed in 2007. 

This partnership is built upon a shared commitment to democracy and the rule of law. It is 

centred on enhanced political dialogue around issues of shared interest including climate 

change, the global economy, governance, bilateral trade and peace and security matters. In 

line with this, its action encompasses sectoral cooperation programmes and dialogues at 

various levels.  

ON GOING SUPPORT TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT AND CIVIL 
SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS IN THE HEALTH SECTOR

EU DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION PRIORITIES FOR 2014-2020

Under its Health Programme, the EU Delegation is supporting the Department of 

Health to improve access and quality of public health services. €10 million was 

provided for this programme via grants to CSOs working in key focus areas involving 

life expectancy; maternal and child mortality; HIV and AIDS;  and the strengthening 

of health governance systems.

Under sector budget support to the South African Government, the EU Delegation to 

South Africa is supporting work done by CSOs. For example, in 2015/2016, under the 

Socio and Economic Rights for All Programme (SEJA) implemented by the 

Department of Justice and Constitutional Development, the EU will support the work 

done by CSOs in the �eld of access and promotion of  socio and economic rights.

The EIDHR is a thematic instrument which aims to provide support for the promotion 

of democracy and human rights in non-EU countries. The overall budget for the 

EIDHR is about € 1,33 billion for 2014-2020 and will be mainly implemented through 

Calls for Proposals.

CSO THEMATIC PROGRAMME

South African CSOs are eligible under this thematic programme which aims to enhance 

CSO contribution, to governance and accountability, to social development and to 

promote inclusive and sustainable growth.

For the period 2014-2020, the EU has committed € 241 million to support programmes 

run by Government or CSOs in the following key sectors:

• Employment creation; 

• Education, training and innovation;

• Building a capable and developmental state.

THE EUROPEAN INSTRUMENT FOR DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT AND THE EU SUPPORT TO CSOS


