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Speech by Ambassador Tomasz Kozlowski 
  

 

Honourable Minister Dave, 
Ladies and gentlemen. 

It is a real pleasure for me to be able to address this important event and be part of the National 
Consultation process before the Marrakech COP next month. 

First of all, allow me to again congratulate India on the ratification of the Paris Agreement on 
the 2nd October, the highly symbolic birthday of the father of the nation, Mahatma Ghandi, 
and with this yet again stepping up and showing World Leadership on Climate Action. 

The EU presented its ratification of the Paris agreement only a few days later, and so jointly, 
our two parts of the World enabled the entry into Force of the Paris Agreement. 

The very positive momentum was further underlined by the landmark agreement reached on 6 
October by the International Civil Aviation Organisation to curb CO2 emissions from 
international aviation and the historic Kigali Agreement on Amendment of Montreal Protocol 
for phase-down of HFCs, which was agreed two weeks ago. Also here, let me thank India for 
its constructive engagement and cooperation. 

What are our expectations for the COP 22? 

For the EU, the COP 22 in Marrakesh has to be one of a real step-change after Paris. 
Marrakesh has to demonstrate that commitments are being implemented. 

This story has to emerge from all Marrakesh deliverables. We should leave Marrakesh with 
shared understanding of direction for main items of the Paris work programme. We need to be 
ready to complete it by 2018. 

The agenda for Marrakesh is very rich. Unlike in Paris where there was one big deliverable, we 
will have a variety of outcomes. 

First, there are a number of formal deliverables under the negotiating process 

- In particular, we have important conclusions to reach on loss and damage. I mean the review 
of the Warsaw International Mechanism. And on capacity-building, I mean terms of reference 
of the Paris Committee on Capacity-Building.  
- And of course we need to make progress on building the Paris transparency framework. 

Secondly, we need to enhance action and transparency before 2020 

- It's essential that we clearly demonstrate that countries are swiftly putting in place ambitious 
climate policies to implement their NDCs and integrating NDCs into national development 
planning in coherence with the SDGs.  
- We have an opportunity for progress on climate finance, with a ministerial event. Progress on 
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the roadmap to $100 billion will hopefully be an important signal.  
- We also need progress on capacity-building. The EU strongly supports quick 
operationalisation of CBIT - the Capacity-Building Initiative for Transparency.  
-We will also continue the multilateral processes for monitoring, reporting and verification. 
This will raise the profile of all countries' efforts and it will be a valuable experience for the 
future.  

Third, we need to demonstrate that the Action Agenda is delivering and developing 

- The Action Agenda must build on the momentum from the Lima Paris Action Agenda and 
encourage tangible progress in 2016. 
- One of the strengths of the action agenda is its voluntary nature which encourages wide 
participation. This is why we would refrain from developing strict guidelines or heavy 
governance. We need to find a light, flexible way of ensuring transparency and tracking 
progress.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Towards Implementation  
The strength of the Paris Agreement lies on its universal nature – for the first time almost every 
country in the world has committed to playing its part in tackling climate change. 

However, commitment and ratification will not by itself deliver the transformation that is 
needed. The commitments must be translated into actionable policies and measures for all 
sectors of the economy. 

The EU is well ahead of the curve when it comes to implementing climate policies. Our 2030 
climate and energy framework, which forms the basis of our NDC, is designed to reduce 
emissions at least by 40% by 2030 compared to 1990 and by 80-95 % by 2050. At the same 
time our target is to improve energy efficiency by 27% and to reach 27% share in renewable 
energy.    

A key element is our Emissions Trading System - ETS. We are now in a process of adapting it 
to the 2030 emission target. 

For the sectors not covered by emissions trading, the European Commission presented a 
package of measures in July 2016, including:  
- binding emission targets for the transport, buildings, agriculture, waste and land use and 
forestry sectors;  
- a strategy on low-emission mobility, and  
- robust accounting rules for the land use sector. 
Alongside action to reduce emissions, we are taking action to make Europe more resilient to 
the impacts of climate change. 

Working with partners 
India is a very important partner for the EU in pursuing effective international efforts to 
address the challenges of climate change. 

On Energy, a policy level dialogue between EU and India is already in place since many years, 
and renewable energy is a clearly identified cooperation priority. 
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Concrete initiatives have already happened on the ground: The EU is partnering with India on 
large scale assistance for offshore wind development, the large scale grid integration of clean 
solar produced under the solar parks programme and on implementation of energy efficiency 
legislation in four key states. 

Another area where we plan to engage with India is to pursue the objectives of the International 
Solar Alliance, which was one of India's great contributions to the Paris agreement. 

In terms of finance, the European Investment Bank has already provided loans and credit lines 
for more than 1,2 billion € to support implementation of energy and climate related projects in 
India. 

We are extremely interested to expand our EU – India cooperation to other climate related 
issues. 

Very recently, during the EU-India Summit, Prime Minister Modi agreed with the European 
leaders on a Clean Energy and Climate Partnership. 

With this Partnership the EU wants to place itself as a credible long tern partner for India to 
work on a clean energy future for India and to implement the Paris Climate Change agreement. 

The idea of the Partnership is to bring together all relevant stakeholders: EU Member States 
and Indian States, European and Indian institutions, businesses and civil society. 

The Partnership will facilitate policy dialogue, will bring best practices, business solutions and 
joint research and innovation and will look at financing models for clean energy and climate 
change. 

The EU is in a unique position. We can bring together 28 European Member States, all of 
which have their own key strengths, competencies and technologies. 

The Clean Energy & Climate Partnership can bring real benefits to both India and the 
EU.  And we are committed to work with all Indian counterparts to make it happen. 

As a first and very necessary step, we are committed to make Marrakesh a success together 
with India – we are working on an EU-India Side event during the COP with the working title 
"Towards implementation: EU and India climate activities 1 year after Paris". We hope for this 
to be sending a strong signal of our partnership on this journey. 

In conclusion, I am extremely grateful for the fruitful cooperation we have with India on 
climate related activities and would express our sincere wish that this cooperation continues to 
develop in Marrakesh and beyond. 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


