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Deputy Operation Commander 

Rear Admiral (LH) René-Jean CRIGNOLA – FR Navy  

 

Born in Antony on the 22nd of February 1961, Rear-Admiral René-Jean Crignola 
joined the Naval Academy in 1980. After completion of training deployment on 
board FS Jeanne d’Arc, he was appointed on FS Dupetit-Thouars and took part in the 
operation Olifant off Lebanon. He then deployed to the Indian Ocean for one year.  
In 1985, he attended the PWO course, specialising in above water warfare, after 
which he received appointments on board a destroyer and a frigate between 1986 
and 1990 (FS Colbert and FS Tourville).  
Selected as an instructor for the Naval Academy in September 1990, he was in 
charge of a cadet squad. Next, he commanded a patrol boat (FS La Moqueuse) in 
New Caledonia from February 1993 to August 1994. Coming back from overseas, he 
taught above water warfare for one year in the naval instruction centre in Saint-
Mandrier (Toulon) and later on he graduated from the Joint Defence College  
(international division) in 1996. 

From 1996 to 1999, he was appointed to the joint operational planning staff in Creil and then joined the 
tactical division of the Naval Action Force HQ in Toulon for two years. After these five years in operational 
staffs, he took the command of the furtive frigate FS Aconit and was deployed in the gulf of Guinea, the 
Mediterranean Sea and Indian Ocean (operations “Corymbe”, “Amarante” and “Resolute Behaviour”). Coming 
back to the Naval Action Force HQ, he served as chief of staff for the carrier strike group and deployed to the 
Indian Ocean (“Agapanthe 04”) and to the Atlantic Ocean (“FRAME 05”). He played a key role in the NATO 
certification process of FRMARFOR as an HRF(M)HQ.  
In August 2005, he took the command of the Anti-submarine warfare frigate FS Dupleix and was deployed to 
the Indian Ocean for five months with the carrier strike group within TF150 for operation “Enduring Freedom”. 
In august 2007 he took part in the certification process of the HRF(M)HQ for  NRF10 before he joined the 
NATO Defence College Senior Course 112.  
He then served for three years as advisor for the Admiral commanding the Naval Action Force (ALFAN) for 
doctrine, expertise and professional skills. In 2011, he joined the Navy HQ in Paris. During the first year he was 
in charge of forces preparation and transverse domains for the entire Navy. He then served two years heading 
the “performance-synthesis” directorate responsible for the transformation of the command of forces and the 
Naval Staff.  
The 1st of September 2014, he has assumed the function of deputy commander of the French maritime 
reaction force (DCOMFRMARFOR). He was promoted to the rank of RAdm on August 1st. 
Since the 1st of September 2016, he is the commander of the French maritime reaction force 
(COMFRMARFOR) and also the deputy operation commander of the EUNAVFOR MED Sophia operation (DCOM 
EUNAVORFOR MED Sophia), in Roma, Italy. 
Rear Admiral René-Jean Crignola is Officer of the Legion of Honour and of the National Order of Merit. 
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