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Frigate

FGS Schleswig Holstein

The frigate ”Schleswig-Holstein“ is the second ship out of a series of 4 units of the class 123, in 
accordance with the name of the type-ship also called ”Brandenburg“-class. Her NATO code 
number is ”F 216“. She was built at HDW-shipyard in Kiel, where the keel was laid down on July 
01, 1993. On June 08, 1994 the hull was launched and baptized at the same time. She is the third 
naval ship with the same name in line with the battle ship „Schleswig-Holstein“ from the time 
of the 2 World Wars and her direct predecessor, the destroyer “Schleswig-Holstein“. The frigate 
has been named after Schleswig-Holstein, the most northern of 16 states forming the Federal 
Republic of Germany, also called “land between the seas“. The crest of the state of Schleswig-
Holstein simultaneously is the crest which the frigate is showing on her bow. The ship belongs 
to the 2nd Frigate Squadron and is home based in Wilhelmshaven on the North Sea. Equipped 
with several different sensors, a modern command system with integrated capability of real time 
data transfer and a well-balanced weapon mixture the frigate is fitted and suited for every kind of 
maritime operation. She is armed with 4 ship-ship-missiles MM 38 EXOCET, 16 medium range anti-
air-missiles NATO SEA SPARROW in a vertical launch system, 42 short range anti-air-missiles RAM 
(Rolling Airframe Missile) in 2 launchers, one 76mm (3 inch)-naval gun mount, two 27mm-super 
rapid firing naval light guns, and 4 tubes for anti-submarine torpedoes. For close-in self defence 
the ship is also fitted with 4 chaff and decoy launchers and several machine guns. In addition it 
can embark 2 helicopters MK 88 A SEA LYNX. The propulsion system consists of a combination 
of 2 gas turbines and 2 Diesel engines driving 2 shafts and 2 propellers, producing a total power 
of 38.000 kilowatt (or 51.600 HP), which enables the ship with a displacement of 5.500 tons to 
sail with a maximum speed of roughly 30 knots. The crew of the frigate consists of 218 male and 
female soldiers including the technical and the flight crew of the helicopters. A Force Commander 
or Task Group Commander and his staff element can also embarked additionally. When the ship is 
completely manned it can host up to 243 crewmembers aboard. 

OVERVIEW

Type 123 Brandeburg Class
Lenght: 139 m
Beam: 16,7 m
Draft: 6,8 m
Displacement : 5,500 t
Speed : 29 kts
Propulsive power : 38,000 Kw (51,600 HP)

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS


