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EU Callsfor an Immediate End to the Killing of Afghan Civilians

Kabul, 25 July 2016

The UNAMA Report for the half of 2016 draws a gripicture in terms of Afghan civilian
casualties noting that the highest number of @rilcasualties have occurred so far this year since
reporting began in 2009. Even more concerning & thildren compose one-third of civilian
casualties, which is also the highest figure foitdcan killed or wounded in the same period
since reporting began.

The EU is seriously concerned about the repontidirigs and the state on non-combatants,
primarily children, in Afghanistan. The EU calls @il parties to exert the utmost effort to
prevent civilian casualties and combatants to céase engaging in operations were civilian
casualties are likely, if not intended.

"The increasing number of civilian casualties irgAdinistan is a big concern. The horrific attack
on the civilian protesters in Kabul on Saturdayveed that use of indiscriminate and random
attacks kills and injures more and more innocergh@hs. This is a clear breach of international
humanitarian law and must stop immediately. Thegasing trend of civilian casualties must be
reversed." Said the European Union Special Reptapen and Head of Delegation to
Afghanistan, Ambassador Franz-Michael Mellbin.

The UNAMA report lists 1,601 civilian casualties finst six months of 2016 including 507
women and 388 children killed. Ground engagemeaisinued to cause the highest number of
total civilian casualties followed by improvised ptosive devices (IEDs) and suicide and
complex attacks.

For questions or further information please contact

EUSR Media & Communication Advisor Media Advisor, EU Delegation to Afghanistan
Kjeld Andersen Abdullah Yadgare
Mobile Phone: +93 (0) 794 701 449 Mobile Phone: +93 (0) 700 17 35 48

E-mail: kjeld.andersen@ext.eeas.europa.eu  E-mail:abdullah.yadgare@eeas.europa.eu
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