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Dear Petitioner, 

Thank you for your letter dated 12 February, imparting your concern about the situation 
of Christians in Syria. The High Representative and Vice President of the European 
Commission Catherine Ashton asked me to reply on her behalf. 

Your petition raises a critical issue that the EU has consistently addressed since violence 
first erupted in Syria in March 2011. In its messages to the regime, the EU has 
condemned in the strongest terms the ongoing brutal repression and widespread human 
rights violations and reiterated the request to uphold the principles of freedom of religion 
and belief and to refrain from sectarian and ethnic division. 

In addition, it has repeatedly urged the Syrian opposition to agree on a set of principles 
for working towards a Syria where all citizens enjoy equal rights regardless of their 
affiliations, ethnicities or beliefs and reaffirmed its support to the Syrian people and their 
aspirations for a democratic Syria respectful of the rights of all its communities. 

In the same vein, the High Representative Catherine Ashton has in her statements 
condemned all acts aimed at inciting interethnic and inter-confessional conflict and 
affirmed that she stands with the Syrian people as they seek the respect of fundamental 
rights of individuals regardless of their religion or belief. 

As a universal human right, Freedom of religion or belief is a priority under the EU's 
human rights policy. The EU uses its full range of diplomatic and cooperation 
instruments to address the issue on a bilateral basis. It has also recourse to multilateral 
engagement in international fora to gather consensus on freedom of religion and belief 
standards and against religious intolerance and violence. The EU will remain mobilised 
so to ensure that freedom of religion and belief is protected everywhere and for everyone. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ilkka UUSITALO 

Service Européen pour l'Action Extérieure, B-1046 Bruxelles / Europese dienst voor extern optreden, B-1046 Brussel - Beigium. 
Telephone: (32-2) 584 11 11. 
Office: CAP C2/271. Telephone: direct line (3£-2) 584 64 13. E-maíi: llkka.UUSITALO@eeas.europa.eu 

Ref. Ares(2012)393798 - 02/04/2012

mailto:llkka.UUSITALO@eeas.europa.eu

