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CONFERENCE REPORT 
 

The EU-Moldova International Investors' conference was held on 12 June 2014 in Chisinau. It was organised at the occasion 

of the visit of European Commission President José Manuel Barroso to Moldova and in the light of the upcoming signature of 

the Association Agreement, including a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (AA/DCFTA), between Moldova and the 

EU (27 June 2014). The conference, which was organised by the EEAS in cooperation with the Moldovan Investment and 

Export Promotion Organisation (MIEPO) and the EU-funded ‘East Invest’ programme, generated a major interest and was 

attended by more than 300 participants. It brought together EU and Moldovan businesses (also from both sides of Dniester 

river), high level representatives from the EU Commission, the Moldovan Government, EIB, EBRD and other IFIs, 

Eurochambres and the diplomatic corps.  

The conference was opened by Moldova's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy, Valeriu Lazar, who briefly 

welcomed the participants. The opening was followed by two key note speeches. Moldova's Prime Minister Iurie Leancă 

reiterated the need to pursue Moldova's efforts on its European path and underlined the importance of the signature of the 

AA/DCFTA for local business and citizens in terms of future prosperity, including job creation and innovation. 

In his key note speech the President of the European Commission José Manuel Barroso congratulated Moldova on the 

reforms already done, encouraged the Moldovan authorities and people to continue this process and addressed the areas 

where further efforts are still needed. He confirmed the EU's commitment to Moldova and emphasized that the 

comprehensive political and economic partnership provided for in the AA/DCFTA is the best way to guarantee a united, 

democratic, modern and prosperous Moldova. President Barroso called upon Russia to take advantage of the EU-Moldova 

AA/DCFTA.  

The opening session was closed by the Secretary General of the Vienna Economic Forum, Elena Kirtcheva, who presented 

the main conclusions and recommendations of the Vienna Economic Forum, which took place in Chisinau just days before 

the Investors' Conference. 

The following session focused on the support for private sector development in Moldova. The European Commission (M. 

Koehler - DG DEVCO) highlighted that Moldova is the EU's largest per-capita assistance recipient worldwide, and presented 

support and financing opportunities, such as the Neighbourhood Investment Facility (NIF), support for implementation of the 

AA/DCFTA and for integration with the EU market. The Vice-presidents of the European Investment Bank (EIB, W. Molterer) 

and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD, A. Simor) gave presentations of their activities in 

Moldova, which were followed by a discussion. After the lunch break, the session on private sector development was 

continued with presentations by the representatives of the Moldovan Government (Deputy Minister of Economy D. 

Godoroja), the IFC (A.M. Mihaescu), USAID (K. Larson) and Eurochambres (D. Vantyghem). 

The last session concentrated on the business/investment angle of integration with the EU, the implications of the 

AA/DCFTA and opportunities and benefits that the new agreement brings. The contributors to the session and subsequent 

discussion were representatives of the European Commission (DG Trade), Mobiasbancă, the Moldovan-German Economic 

Cooperation Organization, the European Business Association of Moldova, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 

Moldova, and the American Chamber of Commerce in Moldova. 

The conference was closed by Moldova's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy Valeriu Lazar, and was followed 

by a networking dinner. 
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