Minsk, 7 December 2009
To the attention of

Delegates of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum

Representatives of International Networks and Non-Gover nmental Organisations
Representatives of the EU Ingtitutions and Governments of the EU Member-Sates and the
Eastern Partnership Countries

Dear colleagues and friends,

We would like to inform you that on 3 December 2009, Tatsiana Shaputska, participant of the
Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum in Brussels, was expelled from the Belarusian State
University, Faculty of Law Studies. According to our sources, this action was undertaken by the
University administration under harsh pressure exercised by the Committee of State Security
(KGB). Official reasons for the dismissal of the student were named as her poor study records;
however the real cause is her participation in the Forum in Brussels.

In an open letter addressed to the rector of the Belarusian State University, Mr Ablameka, and
the deputy rector for education and social affairs Mr Klyunia, group of Civil Society Forum
delegates named these repressive measures as inadequate and not constructive that show the
negative attitude of the University administration to the participation of Belarus, and the
University itself, in the Eastern Partnership programmes (see.
http://eurobel arus.info/content/bl ogcategory/50/107/ )

This fact also could be recognized as a demonstration of Belarusian authorities approach
towards Civil Society and puts in doubt readiness and ability of Belarusian authorities to
constructive participation in Eastern Partnership programme.

We are appealing to you to show solidarity with Tatsiana (her e-mail address is
info@mfront.net) and support her by sending protest letters to the Belarusian State University
(Babrujskaya Str. 5a, 220000 Minsk) and the Ministry of Education of Belarus (Savetskaya Str.
9, 220010 Minsk), so that she has an opportunity to continue her studies.

Thank you in advance!
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