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 I would like to offer a brief report to the members on the 

state of play of the current negotiations round. 

 Following progress announced recently by US and China, 

overall positively received by others participants, we have resumed 

the negotiations on the expansion of the coverage of the 

Information Technology Agreement. The EU is hosting the current 

round of talks. 

 We are all aware of the importance of these negotiations. 

There is no doubt that a positive outcome would be beneficial not 

only to the world economy but also in many ways to the 

multilateral system. It would certainly contribute to reinforce the 

momentum for the challenges we have ahead of us for next year on 

the completion of the Post-Bali work. 

 We have in front of us the most far reaching market access 

package made in the WTO since 1996, worth more than 1 trillion € 

of world trade: concluding it will give a powerful signal of the 

capacity of the WTO to provide an important contribution to the 

world economy – and of its capacity to deliver market access deals. 

 Since last Thursday we have made significant progress. 

Plurilateral work at technical level has advanced smoothly, 

allowing to virtually finalise the draft of the final ITA Expansion 

Declaration and to sort out the outstanding issues that our customs 

experts were facing. 

 On the coverage of the ITA expansion, participants have 

shown a great deal of flexibility and this has allowed us to 

accommodate concerns of a vast majority of the participants to the 

negotiations. 



 However, while the finalisation of the negotiations appears certainly within reach, there is still 

some distance – small, compared with the long way we have already gone – which needs to be 

bridged. 

 Some delegations are consulting their capitals with the view to be able to make the final effort 

which is needed to come for a satisfactory compromise for all parties.  

 In these final steps, DG Roberto Azevedo has been very actively involved with a view to 

facilitate a positive outcome and I would like to thank him for his efforts on behalf of all participants. 

 My assessment, shared very widely by other participants, is that we need to make every effort 

to conclude now. Later it will not be easier, rather the contrary. Now is the moment.  

 Given the very high economic importance of these negotiations, the considerable efforts of 

flexibility already demonstrated by many capitals, as well as the relatively limited distance that still 

needs to be bridged in order to reach a final deal, we have decided to prolong the negotiations until 

tomorrow Friday 12 December.    

 


