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DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO VIET NAM VAN PHONG THUONG TRYC VE NHAN QUYEN

26 November 2015

Joint Press Release
Viet Nam and the European Union exchange views astthre experiences in
implementing International Conventions on Human Rids

Ha Long — A two international workshop entitletiSharing Vietnamese - European Experiences in
Implementing International Conventions on Human Rigs” convened today. The international workshop
is organized by the Permanent Office on Human Right collaboration with the Delegation of the
European Union to Viet Nam through the EU-Viet N&trategic Dialogue Facility.

The international workshop’s objectives are toadise awareness of the EU-Viet Nam policy dialogue
under the EU-Viet Nam Agreement of ComprehensivinBeship and Cooperation (PCA) among officials
of key central Government agencies and of provir@@ernment agencies in charge of implementing the
human rights policies at national and local level & share experiences in relation to human rigisises

as part of the EU-Viet Nam relations. Besides, thia platform for both sides to exchange the jpalct
experiences on implementing core international/@Nventions. The workshop also provides examples of
how Viet Nam and the EU have responded to the atitigs of the international and UN Conventions on
Human Rights, in particular to some of the nineibagernational UN-Human Rights conventions which
are binding pursuant to public international lawadihcontracting states, including the EU Membeat&t
and Viet Nam.

Mr. Nguyen Thanh Son, Director General of The Pemna Office on Human Rights and H.E.
Ambassador Bruno Angelet, Head of the European tuBielegation to Viet Nam delivered the opening
speeches at the workshop.

The workshop was attended by two leading Europegpeits in the field. Dr. Alexandra Xanthaki,
Member of the Oxford University Human Rights Pragrand Director of Research at Brunel Law Schooal,
Brunel University London, England. She discussedhencurrent trends and situation of Human Rights i
Europe and updated the EU’s engagement as a mahb&HRC; the European mechanisms and policies
on human rights. Besides, Dr. Xanthaki also sh#vedEuropean experience in implementing univensdl a
core international conventions on human rightslatiad EU Member States-level as well as some specif
conventions on human rights related to vulneralegs, human trafficking, and women'’s rights.

Professor Ray Murphy, Co-Director of the Irish Cenfor Human Rights at the National University of
Ireland presented on the processes of and maimsaictdransforming UN/international Conventions and
EU-policies on Human Rights into implementation oational and local level. Prof. Murphy also
highlighted some specific cases on how Europe damenting the Convention against Torture and other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishn{efMCAT) and discussed the related steps and
actions taken by the EU and its Members Statesrimptying with this important convention.

At the workshop, key Vietnamese speakers provigetbtdate information on the Viethamese laws and
policies on human rights, in particular the aroten Human Rights in Vietham’s 2013 Constitutiod &s



membership of the UN Human Rights Council, etcti€ipants were also updated on the core internation
human rights conventions and the state of Vietnapa|icipation in those conventions, including the
Government’s progress towards ratification of keteinational conventions such as UNCAT, CEDAW,
CERD. These presentations were made by seniolia#fiof Government agencies included Mr Dao Vu
Thang, Chief of General Division, The Permanerftd®ffor Human Rights, Mr Vu Anh Quang, Director
of Department of International Organizations, Minisof Foreign Affairs, Mr Dao Quang Vinh, Deputy
Director of the International Cooperation Departtméfinistry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairss
Nguyen Que Thu, Chief of general division, Deparitnef Legal and Judicial, Administrative Reform,
Ministry of Public Security, Ms Tran Nu Ngoc Anh,eputy Director of the International Cooperation
Department, Committee for Ethnic Minority AffairBr Chu Manh Hung, Vice Director of Hanoi Law
University and Mrs. Vu Thi Thanh Thuy Vice Chairwamof Quang Ninh People’s Committee

The international workshop in Ha Long received mitr@n 100 participants, including officials frometh
Permanent Office on Human Rights, Ministry of PalSiecurity, National Steering Committee of Human
Rights and other key Government officials workimglmuman rights, representatives of Provincial $tger
Committees of Human Rights from more than 25 neiginig provinces of Quang Ninh Province as well
as local and central level representatives, reptatees of the diplomatic corps, academic/research
institutions, and media. Two similar internatiomadrkshops were organized in Da Lat and Ho Chi Minh
City in September and October 2015.

Background Information

The EU-Viet Nam Strategic Dialogue Facility is ael+year program (2013-2016) funded by the European
Union that aims to support Vietnam's developmembupgh the implementation of activities in areas
covered by the EU-Viet Nam Partnership and Coojmragreement (PCA) signed in 2012.

M edia Contacts:
- Ms. Nguyen Lan Nhi, Information& Communicationfioér, EU — Viet Nam Strategic Dialogue Facility
Tel: +84 04. 3516 26 96 Mobile: (+84) 983 84 9Email:nhi.nguyenlan@EU-Vietnam-dialogue.vn

- Ms. Vu Kim Thoa, International Cooperation Officéhe Permanent Office on Human Rights
Mobile: (+84) 912 493 934 Email: vukimthoa227@gntaiin



