Message from Franz Jessen, EU Ambassador to Vietnam

Earlier today the EU Ambassador to Vietnam, Fraassdn, expressed his concerns over the
sentencing of 14 bloggers and journalists (acg8yigt Nghe An province on 9 January to
prison terms ranging form 3 tol3 years, for actateel to the exercise of freedom of
expression.

Ambassador Jessen recalled the fundamental righdlfpersons to hold and freely express
their opinions in a peaceaful manner, in accordavitte the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and Article 19 of the International CovenantCivil and Political Rights, to which
Vietnam is a party.

He added that this sentencing appears to be irgtensi with Vietham's respective
international obligations, and continues to therallenegative trend with sentencing of
bloggers and Human Rights Defenders, as shownéydhfirmation on appeal of the harsh
sentencing for bloggers Dieu Cay, Anh Ba Sai Gah B Phong Tan, on 28 December 2012
in Ho Chi Minh city.

The sentences in these two trials appear to bequéatly severe.

The Vietnamese authorities should review the seeteimmediately.

Thoéng diép tir 6ng Franz JessenPai sir EU tai Viét Nam

Ngay hom nayPai st EU tai Viét Nam Franz Jesseid bay & sr quan ngi vé viéc ket an 14
blogger va nha bao (nhadtaiong) tai tinh Ngré An ngay 9 thang lut3 dén 13 rim tu vi
nhitng hanhdong lién quardén viéc thuc hién tw do ngén lan.

Dai sir Jesserda nhic lai quyen oo ban cia tit ca moi nguoi la duoc quyén c6 y kén va bay
to y kien mot cach hoa binh theo Tuyéie Goan au ve Nhan qugn vabicu 19 @a Cong
udc Quoc € vé Quyen Dan & va Chinh trma Vit Nam la nét thanh vién.

Ong thém ing viéc két an nay cho thy sy khéng nlit quan i nhitng trach nlim trong tng
cua Viét Nam va tép tuc xu hréng tiéu erc chung éa viéc két an nhiing blogger va nimng
Nguoi Bao v Nhan qugn, thé hién king viéc gitr nguyén Bn an ring ti phién toa phic
tham di véi cac bloggediéu Cay, Anh Ba Sai Gon vaaTPhong En vao ngay 28 thang 12
nam 2012 4i thanh plé H5 Chi Minh.

Nhing hin &n i hai phién tda nay la@ac biét nang.

Chinh qugn Viét Nam nén xem xéti nhirng bin 4n nay ngayap tic.






