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In the spirit of their recent Partnership and Coapen Agreement (PCA), the EU and
Vietnam held on 12 January 2012 the first roundheir new, capital-based Human Rights
Dialogue. The meeting was held under the chairmpredftthe Acting Director of the Human
Rights and Democracy Department of the Europeaeriat Action Service (EEAS), Mr.
Rolf Timans, and the Director General of the Inéional Organisations Department of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam, Mr Hoang CHirung.

The EU emphasised that the promotion of and thgertdor human rights and the rule of law
was of crucial importance for Vietnam's own devetept and a key aspect of bilateral
relations. In this context, the envisaged revisofrnthe Constitution and a wide range of
legislative measures under consideration by theioNalt Assembly are of particular
relevance.

The meeting provided an opportunity for both sittesaise issues of interest and concern in
an open and in-depth manner, including discussiegarding a number of individual cases of
concern to the EU. The EU welcomed the participatid a wide range of representatives
from relevant line ministries, agencies and theigady in the Dialogue, as well as the

opportunity of carrying out a field visit to An Gig Province subsequently. Welcoming

Vietnam's remarkable achievements in the promaifagconomic and social rights as well as
poverty alleviation, the EU expressed the expemtathat current macroeconomic challenges
do not undermine Vietnam's commitment to continuegrovements regarding human rights
and the rule of law.

The EU expressed concern about signs of a moreictes approach to freedom of
expression and media in the country, which areuacgofor concern in Europe and risk to
affect Vietnam's international reputation.

While welcoming significant improvements in theldieof freedom of religion or belief in
Vietnam in recent years, the EU pointed to someying developments in 2011. Both sides
agreed that further efforts are needed to impraoxkaccelerate the process of registration of
congregations and churches in Vietnam.

The EU appreciated ongoing efforts by the Goverrin@nVietnam to improve living
conditions of ethnic minorities and their socialatonomic integration, including support
to education in ethnic minorities' languages. Th®t\vio An Giang Province provided an
opportunity to meet with local authorities as wadl representatives of religious and ethnic
minority communities.

The EU took note of Vietnam's commitment to subshibrtly implementation reports to UN
treaty bodies, notably on the UN Convention onRights of the Child and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The EU wg¥ietnam to fully implement the
recommendations accepted under its UN Universaiogier Review (UPR) in 2009, in
particular by ratifying the UN Convention againgiriire, the Convention of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities and several ILO ConvemtioThe EU welcomed the visits to
Vietnam by several UN Special Procedures on sauia economic rights and suggested
extending invitations also to those covering cauild political rights. The EU encouraged
Vietnam to accede to the Rome Statute of the latemnal Criminal Court (ICC).



The EU expressed hope that the ASEAN DeclarationHoman Rights currently under
preparation will enhance international human rigitésmdards.

Both sides shared the view that an independentl-fwattioning judiciary system, the
observance of fair trial rules and improved acdesfustice are essential for any modern
society. The EU welcomed ongoing reflections in tW@&am on making administrative
detention decisions subject to judicial review. Hig also encouraged Vietnam to cooperate
with the ICRC and allow it access to prisons antemt@n centres, as well as to further
reduce the number of offences punishable by théhdemnalty in the context of the ongoing
revision of the criminal code.



