|dentification study for the
N promotion of cultural heritage
o, in Crimea, Ukraine

- This project is funded by the European Union




This study was undertaken by a Project team with the following members:
Senior Expert on Cultural Heritage - Hon. Prof. Dr. Bernd von Droste zu Hulshoff
Junior Expert on Cultural Heritage - Dr. Ricarda Schmidt

This booklet brings the focus on a small number of tangible
cultural heritage properties some of them of outstanding
universal value (OUV).They are all fragile and threatened by
theft and plundering, negligence and lack of resources.
Crimea’s heritage is at risk, losing its meaning and its
transmission to future generations is uncertain.

Prof. Dr. Bernd von Droste

The diversity and beauty of the Crimean cultural heritage
sites and landscapes are truly exceptional. The protection
and preservation of these precious jewels for future

D :ii.':g'

generations will contribute essentially to the sustainable
development of the entire region and is therefore of utmost

importance. It is a matter of particular concern for me to
h contribute to this important task.

Dr. Ricarda Schmidt

U

The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of ACE
International Consultants in consortium with GDSI Ltd and can in
no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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Intropluction

This booklet contains a summary of the findings from the EU-funded
project “ldentification Study for the Promotion of Cultural Heritage in
Crimea", undertaken in May - June 2011. The purpose of the project
was to obtain an overview of heritage conservation and protection in
Crimea, and to assess the possibilities for international recognition of
its unique legacy in order to ensure its protection and conservation.

A number of visits to cultural properties of great value were undertaken
to determine their potential for future international recognition according
to the UNESCO criteria of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV):

i. to represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;

ii. to exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span
of time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in
architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or
landscape design;

iii. to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural
tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared;

iv. to be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or
technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant
stage(s) in human history;

v. to be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement,
land-use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or cultures),
or human interaction with the environment especially when it has
become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change;

vi. to be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions,
with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of
outstanding universal significance. (The Committee considers
that this criterion should preferably be used in conjunction with
other criteria).




This site, proposed for future inclusion
on the World Heritage List, occupies an
area in the middle course of the River
Belbek, north-east of the Shulskaya
depression. The area provides illustrative
examples of how people used natural
inaccessibility when creating fortresses
on isolated plateaus (Mangup Kale and
Eski Kermen) and jutting spurs (the
Surenne Fortress, Kyz Kule, the citadel
of Mangup Kale on Cape Teshkli Burun),
with the fortress structures naturally
following the steep plateau contours,
road approaches carved to the main
fortress gates (as is the case in Mangup
Kale and Eski Kermen) and lines of
defence constructed across the valleys.

* Noticeable intensification of
anthropogenic pressures on the
landscape areas in the immediate
vicinity of the historic monuments,
particularly in Eski Kermen and
Mangup Kale

e Spontaneous development
encroaching onto both the monument
conservation area and the landscape
conservation area (core zone and
buffer zone)

e Christian monuments, especially cave
churches and monastic complexes,
are being exploited by the church,

. Further

which does not show any particular
respect for the historic interiors,
embellishing them with modern icons,
curtains and applying
synthetic finishing agents, removing
the cultural layer with its valuable
archaeological material (under the
pretext of having to clean the premises)
Lack of coordinated policy to
preserve the historical, cultural and
natural heritage of the region.

utensils,

research has to be
undertaken to determine the exact
World Heritage criteria that it meets
(most likely, criteria (iii), (iv) and (v) will
be met).

. Considerable work has to be

undertaken to prepare an appropriate
delimitation of the core and buffer
zones, and to provide legal protection
and management, including the
preparation of a Management Plan
regulating tourists access.

. Action has to be taken to protect the

archaeological sites from illegal
excavations.

. To reverse these negative
developments, a special
interdepartmental governmental

programme is to be developed and
implemented.




In Crimea, the cultural heritage of the
Scythians dates from the 7th century BC
to the 3rd century AD. The culture of
the Crimean Scythians is particular
because it was formed and influenced
by an intensive exchange with the
Mediterranean cultures, other European
barbaric tribes and the nomads from the
Eurasian steppes. Among the Scythian
monuments in Crimea, Neapolis and Ak-
Kaya are the most important.

Scythian Neapolis existed from the end
of the 3rd century BC until the second
half of the 3rd century AD. The
archaeological ruins sit on the outskirts
of present-day Simferopol. This city was
the centre of the Crimean Scythian
tribes, led by Skilurus and Palacus,
who were possibly buried in the large
mausoleums that were discovered on
the site and which had been equipped
with extraordinarily rich grave furniture.
Neapolis was destroyed halfway through
the 3rd century AD by the Goths.
In 2011, the area was declared the
historical-archaeological conservation
“Scythian  Neapolis”, and
excavations are currently taking place.

zone

Neapolis is potentially threatened by the
strong will of the municipality and some
scientists to reconstruct the monuments
in order to present them to tourists. The
so-called mausoleum of Skilurus has
already been reconstructed. However,
this has been done in an inappropriate
way.

The area, which encompasses about 10
hectares, is characterised by a
distinctive terrace with slopes to the
north and descends to a plain. The
fortress was settled from the late 4th to
the first half of the 2nd centuries BC.
It was the first and therefore oldest
capital of Crimean Scythians. In the
3rd century BC, Neapolis became a
second royal fortress of Crimea and
replaced Ak-Kaya in the 2nd century BC.
It is planned to establish an
archaeological park at Ak-Kaya, which
will encompass the fortress and the
adjacent tumuli, in 2011 and 2012.

Ak-Kaya and its surroundings are
threatened by extensive agricultural use.
Large fields, reforestations, orchards
and large water basins threaten the
ground monuments and change the
character of this relic landscape.

* The Scythian sites of Neapolis and
Ak-Kaya are rare testimonies to a
culture which has disappeared and
had its own expression in Crimea.
Both sites fulfii World Heritage
criterion (iii).

e They should be protected in their
authenticity and integrity as future
candidate sites for the World Heritage
Tentative List of Ukraine.




Sudak Fortress - 6-16th cegt_t_;rié'; - Crimea

Trasling Posts and fortifications
on Genoese Trisle Rowtes

From the Mediterrmnenn to the Bluck Sen

The fortresses of Sudak, Cembalo and
Feodosiya - all located in Southern
Crimea - are proposed to become part
of an envisaged serial transnational
property “Trading
Fortifications on Genoese Trade Routes.

Posts and
From the Mediterranean to the Black
Sea”’. The envisaged property was
added to Ukraine’s Tentative List in 2010
under criteria (ii) and (iv), and would
comprise of several monuments in ltaly
and Ukraine. However, at present, ltaly
has evidently postponed the preparation
of the nomination dossier for this
property by giving priority to other
nominations.

Moreover, the fortress of Sudak has
been added in 2007 to Ukraine’'s
Tentative List as a single monument
under the criteria (ii), (iv) and (v), named
the “Complex of the Sudak Fortress
Monuments of the 6th - 16th ¢.”. Since
2010, the nomination team has been
exclusively working on the nomination
dossier of the transnational property.
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a) Sudak

According to the State Party, the “Sudak
Fortress is a unique complex of
monuments of medieval archaeology
16th
centuries. Towers, walls, the city gate

and architecture of the 6th -
and other defensive constructions
compose a unique, well-preserved
fortification system, which skilfully
harmonizes with the natural relief.” The
archaeological park of the fortress of
Sudak encompasses about 30 hectares
and is protected as a national
monument.

The Project Team observed that the
rather low level of authenticity is the main
problem at Sudak. Although it is stated
that 85% of original building fabric is
preserved (which would make it the best
preserved medieval monument of the
ones that are proposed for inclusion),
large parts of the walls including the
battlement and towers have been visibly
reconstructed. Reconstruction works
lasted from 1968 to 1994. However,
within the walls, large parts of the
settlement are still unexcavated; these
parts are therefore still authentic.




Threats

» Buffer and protection zones are not
respected, as the Master Plan of the
City is still not adopted. Several large
buildings were erected in the
controlled regulation area in close
vicinity of the site and have thus
damaged its visual integrity.

¢ |nadequate
archaeological heritage including
unregulated tourist access that

protection of the

causes erosion.

b) Gembalo

The Cembalo
considered as an outstanding (and
virtually intact) authentic example of the
14th to 15th century Genoese
fortification art in the Black Sea region.
The ruins of the fortress ensemble bear
an exceptional testimony to the impact
that various military art developments
and innovations had left upon the

fortress can be

architectural features of this complex. In
particular, its curtains and towers
illustrate the switch from the arbalest
battle techniques to the first firearms and
artillery. The architectural ensemble of
the fortress is also an extraordinary
example of human interaction with the
natural landscape in terms of fortification
art and regular urban and sea port
development, exhibiting a skilful use of
landscape features in order to establish
strategically important defence centres
on domineering heights,
terracing and urban development, and
the use of exceptional bay features for
sheltering and anchoring ships.

artificial

Conclusion and Recommendations
1. The intended transnational serial
nomination “Trading Posts and
Fortifications on Genoese Trade
Routes. From the Mediterranean to
the Black Sea” should not only
Sudak, poses
problems of authenticity, but also

include which
the fortress complex of Cembalo
(Balaklava) which possesses a high
degree of authenticity (and perhaps
other fortifications which the Project
Team did not visit) in Crimea.
The Project Team recommends
updating the Tentative List of Ukraine
by including the Genoese fortress
complexes of Crimea which
correspond to World Heritage criteria,
notably Cembalo.

2. Ukraine’s Tentative List is to be
updated, insofar as the nomination of
Sudak as a single monument should
be removed.

3. The Management Plan for the fortress
of Sudak has to be finalised. Proper
tourist facilities and access should be
developed. The on-site security
system has to be updated to provide
adequate protection of cultural
heritage. An emergency plan in case
of potential natural disasters, such as
landslides,
hurricanes should be developed.
The buffer zone protection needs to
be improved.

earthquakes and

Gembalowortress - 14-18th cent Bs.

Sevastogdpl

w .
Cembalq-Eqrgress - 14-18th centuries - Sevastopl
4

P | Fi
CembaloiEortress #14~18th

enturies - Sevastopol

ra
evastopol
S L




5th centuries - Crimea

CrAO - built in the 20th century - Crimea

The Crimean Astronomical Observatory
(CrAO) is part of an envisaged serial
transnational property, involving three
further observatories on the territory of
Ukraine, namely the Mykolayiv
Astronomical Observatory, the
Astronomical Observatory of Kyiv
National University and the Astronomical
Observatory of Odessa National
University, as well as other observatories
in Germany, the United Kingdom,
France, Russia, the USA, Argentina and
China.

Four scientists prepared the addition of
the Ukrainian Observatories on the
Tentative List of Ukraine in 2008, and
are currently working on the preparation
of the nomination dossier. However, this
is related to a national nomination and
does not involve the other States Parties
mentioned above. The team proposes to
inscribe the. (national) property under
criteria (ii), (iv) and (vi). In general, it has
to be noted that the work on..the
nomination dossier is still at ‘the
beginning. The other States Parties
concerned have not yet been contacted.
Moreover, the criteria and the statement
of authenticity and integrity should be
reformulated and/or extended. It should
also be debated if criterion (i) is
applicable at all.

e Buffer zones are not protected.
The observatories are increasingly
threatened by urban encroachment
and therefore light pollution. This
problem particularly concerns the
observatories located close to the
densely populated areas on the
shores of the Black Sea.

* |nvestments into new technologies
and the acquisition of new instruments
are limited and this threatens the
functioning of the observatories, as
they are no longer able to contribute
to scientific research.

e Lack of financing for CrAO for proper
maintenance of the buildings.

* |t is recommended that the EU
sponsors an international
coordinating meeting to facilitate a
concerted  transnational serial
nomination process which should
be organized jointly with UNESCO.
There is no doubt that the
Astrophysical  Observatories in
Crimea should constitute an essential
part of such a future nomination.

* The Mykolayiv Astronomical
Observatory figures twice on the
Tentative List of Ukraine. It is
recommended that the State Party
has only one entry for these two sites
on its Tentative List, namely as part of
a transnational serial nomination.

¢ An adequate long-term protection
scheme is needed. The surroundings
of the observatories have to be
protected and managed in such a way
that astronomical research is not
jeopardized. Therefore, additional
legal prescriptions and acts are
needed in order to reinforce the
existing regulations.

» We strongly recommend that the
Observatories and their buffer zones
should become part of the projected
regional landscape park. Therefore it
is recommended to expand the buffer
zone of the CrAO, thus connecting
through the landscape approach the
Nauchny area with the cave-town
areas of Eski Kermen and Cufut Kale
as well as the wider protected region
of the Kacha Valley. This would result
in a vast district around the
observatory remaining free from light
and other elements of pollution to
which astronomic observatories are
particularly sensitive.



According to the Tentative List of
Ukraine, the Bakhchisray Palace of the
Crimean Khans has been singled out as
a candidate site for World Heritage
listing.

The Project Team came to the
conclusion that the following World
Heritage criteria would be fulfilled by this
property:

Criterion (ii): The Bakhchisray Palace
of the Crimean Khans is a 16th-18th
century architectural ensemble which
had an important impact on the
development of architecture and
monumental arts in Crimea.

Criterion (iii): It is the only existent
palace complex of the Genghisite
dynasty, whose genealogy goes back
to the Golden Horde.

Criterion (vi): It is a spiritual sanctuary
of Crimean Tatar people, symbol of
their pride, unity and cohesion of all
time.

Nevertheless, the Khans’ Palace will only
meet all requirements for World Heritage
recognition if also the following
conditions are met: (1) the Palace
complex must be authentic, (2) the
Palace must be conserved in its entirety,
(3) the Palace must enjoy adequate long-
term legal protection with an appropriate
buffer zone definition and protection, and
(4) there must be a Management Plan.

Divan Hall, Bakhchisray Palace of the Crimean Khans
built in the 16th century - Crimea

1. The intended nomination should be
enlarged and re-formulated “Sites and
Monuments of the disappearing
cultures of the Karaites and Crimean
Tatars from the Khans’ Palace to the
cave city of Cufut Kale”. Such a
nomination would consist of various
dispersed core-areas with authentic
relics of the culture of the Karaites
and the Crimean Tatars as well as
places of great historical significance
embedded in a landscape of great
beauty and cultural significance of the
Curuk Su and Ashlama Valleys and
the Cufut Kale plateau which is still, to
a large extent, intact.

2. Establishment of a reinforced group

of experts for the preparation of a
nomination file and a Management
Plan for the overall nomination area
should be done before September
2012. This team should include
expertise on management planning,
landscape ecology, archaeology and
architecture.

3. The Tentative List of Ukraine should

be updated accordingly before
February 2012.

4. The overall delimitation of this cultural

complex is to be completed and core
and buffer zones are to be defined.
Delimitation and zonation work for the
Ashlama Valley, the Cufut Kale
plateau and the Judaic cemetery is
required.

L
Bakhchisray Palace of the Crimean Kharisy
built in the 16th century - Crimea

Bakhchisray Palace

of the Crimean Khans
built in the 16th century.
Crimea

5. Adoption of core and buffer-zones
with appropriate  protection of
management regimes by the
municipality is to be done within the
period from September 2011-
September 2012.

6. In order to eliminate any negative
impacts and create an efficient
management system for the
Preserve, a detailed city development
plan regarding the property and its
surrounding protection zone should
be elaborated in the framework of
the Master Development Plan for
the City of Bakhchisray based on
the proposed regimes. This should
provide for legal protection of the
property.

7. Scientific symposium at the Tauric
National University of Vernadsky,
Simferopol, on disappearing cultures
of the Karaites and Crimean Tartars
with particular view to examine the
content of the intended World
Heritage nomination is to be held in
May 2012.

8. Draft nomination dossier is to be

submitted to the World Heritage
Centre for pre-checking before
September 30, 2012

9. Submit the final nomination dossier

before February 1, 2013.

~ Summer arbour, Bakhchisray Palace of the Crimean
Khans - built in the 16th century - Crimea
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Tnuric
Chersonese

The National
Chersonesos is one of the largest
archaeological
includes the ancient city (asty) (5th
century BC-14th century AD) and its
necropolis, as agricultural
territories (chora) (4th century BC-6
century AD) which demonstrate a unique

Preserve of Tauric

sites in Ukraine. It

as well

agrarian system in the surrounding
areas. The
collection holds more than 200,000
items. Its collection grows by 500-
1,000 objects every year as result of
archaeological excavations.

Preserve’s museum

The Project Team came to the

conclusion that the site meets the

following criteria:

M Criterion (ii): Tauric Chersonese is a
unique example of an early trading

settlement which demonstrates in its
the
socio-economic

remains successive  and

continuous and
cultural influences to which it was
subject over many centuries of its
history, from the Greek colonization of
the late 5th century BC to the end of
the Byzantine period.

B Criterion (v): The chora of Tauric
Chersonese provides exceptional
evidence of the land-allotment system
of the ancient world and of the
agricultural techniques in use there.

MW Criterion  (vi):
played a pivotal role in the diffusion
of Christianity in the northern Black
Sea region and in the eastern Slavonic

Tauric Chersonese

world.

The archaeological site of Tauric

Chersonese is protected as state
property and was declared “National
Preserve”. In 1989, it was added to the
Tentative List of Ukraine for UNESCO
World Heritage The
preparation of the nomination dossier
started in 2008.

The authenticity and integrity of the
proposed site are beyond doubt. As the
city was never built over in the modern

nomination.

era, the whole pattern of life of a Greek
city can be reconstructed in their original
context up to medieval times. Moreover,
at Tauric Chersonese, like nowhere else
in the world, the visibly divided
agricultural territory of the 5th century

BC can be viewed together with its urban
centre in a remarkably good state of
conservation.

Tauric Chersonese - 5th century BC-14th century AD - Sevastopol



Threats:

Coastal erosion.
problematic are the areas of the 1935
basilica and the adjacent zone to the
east, at the Uvarov basilica and in the

zone of the temenos at the extreme

Particularly

northeast of the site. Works for the
stone protection of the coastal line
had already started in 2002, but the
lack of funding prevented to continue
the work.

Unregulated access to the site by
tourists and local inhabitants who go
to the beach, thus causing the
degradation of the coastal vegetation,
an important factor in the stabilization
of the coastal line.

Risk of flooding of the archaeological
remains southeast of the 1935
basilica.

The operation of a marina within the
core protection zone of the asty has
meant that
heritage is partly overbuilt, and the
sub-aquatic heritage is threatened by
the anchoring of the yachts. It is

the archaeological

Taunc Ch

I|5th 6el!{f§f—'1?th century AD Seva

obvious that operating a yacht club
within the core zone of the protection
area is by no means compatible with
the protection and potential future
World Heritage status of the site.
Uncontrolled  construction  and
extension of the suburbs of
Sevastopol. Today, as settlement
moves further afield and especially
toward the south-western portion of
the chora, sites are regularly being
damaged by inhabitants searching for
building materials and garden soil.

A particular challenge is to reconcile
the usage of the site for religious
purposes (including pilgrims) where
there is a need to protect
archaeological heritage.

Conclusion and recommendations
1. The

Ukrainian  authorities  will
complete the nomination dossier and
submit to the World Heritage Centre

by 01/02/2012.

2. A draft Management Plan should be

completed with detailed proposals for

. Tauric

different types of buffer zones and
their protection regime. After few
years of operations under the plan, an
external management audit should
take place to ensure adequate
adaptation to future challenges.

. Once Tauric Chersonese has been

inscribed on UNESCO’s World
Heritage List, one may wish to add, in
a second stage, the monument
sites/archaeological landscapes
located in Crimea that are culturally
and historically closely linked to Tauric
Chersonese. Such cultural properties
are particularly found in a rather intact
state on the Tarkhankut peninsula and
in and around Ker¢.

should be
proposed as World Heritage in
Danger. It is exposed to potential
danger (coastal erosion) which would
justify World Heritage in Danger
inscription, since major operations
are necessary for the conservation of
the property.

Chersonese
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|<ey contact Points

Name

Administration of the city
of Bakhchisaray

Agency for Regional Development
of the ARC

Bakhchisaray State Historical
and Cultural Preserve

Bakhchisaray District State Administration
Council of Ministers of the ARC

Crimean Astrophysical Observatory (CrAo)
Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine
Division of the National Commission

of Ukraine for UNESCO

Institute of Monument Protection
Research, Kiev

Medijilis of Crimean Tatars People
Ministry of Culture ARC
National Preserve of Tauric Chersonesos

Republican Committee for Preservation
of Cultural Heritage of the ARC

Scythian Naples Historical and
Archaeological Preserve

Sevastopol City State Administration
Sudak Fortress Museum

Taurida National Vernadsky University

Phone Number

+38(06554) 44662

+38 (0652) 248909

+38(06554) 42881

+38(06554) 43414

+38(0652) 274210

+38 (06554) 71161

+380 (44) 3908010

+38(044) 238 16 91

+38(044) 4680192

+38(0652)272110

+38(0652) 544485

+38(0692)550278

+38(0652) 247662

+38 (0692) 543609

+38(06566)21029

+38 (0652) 60-83-01

E-mail

Website

rubanenko-k@rambler.ru  www.bahgorsovet.org.ua

info@ard.crimea.ua

hansaray@crimeastar.net

info@brda.gov.ua
sovmin@ark.gov.ua
info@crao.crimea.ua

delegation-ukraine@
eeas.europa.eu

unesco@mfa.gov.ua

ndipod@topnet.ua

ali_hamzin@mail.ru

mincult@ark.gov.ua

info@chersonesos.org

LLa123@yandex.ra

skilur46@mail.ru

sgga@stel.sebastopol.ua

elisavetaO1@mail.ru

gert@tnu.crimea.ua

www.ard.crimea.ua

www.hansaray.narod.ru

www.brda.gov.ua
www.ark.gov.ua
Www.crao.crimea.ua

www.eeas.europa.eu/
delegations/ukraine

www.mfa.gov.ua/unesco

www.gtmm.org

www.chersonesos.org

www.monuments-crimea.gov.ua

Www.Ssev.gov.ua

WWW.CcssU.crimea.ua/tnu

Cembalo Fortress - 14 - 18th centuries - Sevastopol
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