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“When you look at the cost savings, when you look at the energy savings, the fact

that you reduce your dependency on oil and gas imports, which at the end of the day
are very costly I think it helps to tackle the crisis. It is a solution to the crisis.”

Ms. Graff, how long is the EU inter-
ested in the climate change and
the climate effects?

It started a long time ago, quite some
years ago. We have always been rather
deeply involved in climate discus-
sions. At the time when the Kyoto Pro-
tocol was negotiated we were already
deeply involved in the negotiations.
Since then we swiftly ratified the Kyoto
Protocol and we are now implementing
the Kyoto targets. | have to s ay we are
well on track to comply with the Kyoto
targets. And since then we have al-
ready decided to look beyond that and
to put in place binding legislation with
targets for 2020 with the aim of reduc-
ing the emissions by 20% by 2020 and
also enhancing the share of renewable
energy in the energy makes by 20% by
the same date. We are very ambitious,
we are very determined, we are taking a
lot of actions in the EU and we have al-

ready comprehensive legislative frame-
work in place to be on track to meet
these targets. We definitely believe
that we need to do our fair share of the
effort. This is a global issue, this is an
urgent one. As a developed country we
need to do these efforts. But | must say
thatwe also believe that it is not only for
the sake of fighting climate change it is
also because it is in our self-interest to
do so. To do so together with an appro-
priate set of energy policies, because it
brings very important co-benefits. It is
also even important to tackle the eco-
nomic crisis we are in in at the moment,
it is a severe one because it brings im-
portant benefits for instance of energy
saving, of reducing our dependency on
energy imports and it creates jobs as
well. It is part of “green” growth, it cre-
ates “green” jobs, and as such it helps
to tackle the crisis. So it is a way not to
add another crisis to the existing crisis.
But it is rather a part of the solution.

So because of all these reasons we are
determined indeed to go ahead with
this package and we are even thinking
already ahead looking at the long term
prospective what would be needed for
the EU to prepare for the low-carbon
economy by 2050.

Do you think this is a joint
action of the member-states or it
depends on the individual will of
each of them?

| think that is a very good question
because we have taken these targets
jointly. So that means that is a joint col-
lective effort by the EU and we have a
number of policy tools, that are fully
harmonized in the EU. That is nota-
bly the case of the emissions trading
scheme which covers the most pollut-
ing installations in the EU, across the
EU. But we also have tools that allow
for differentiation in between member
states depending on criteria like GDP

per capita, depending on the various
potentials out there in the member
states, depending in short in national
circumstances. So it is at the same time
an EU collective effort, but while allow-
ing a differentiation in between mem-
ber states. And the beauty of it, and it
is because it is the EU, it allows for fair-
ness, it allows for equity, it allows for
solidarity among member states. There
is @ number of redistribution tools that
allows the richest member states to
support those who need the support in
order to move in the same direction. So
| think it is a very complex set of tools,
but at the same time allowing the EU to
come at the international level and to
say that is what we want to put on the
table, that is our fair share while so get-
ting everybody on the board in the EU
and feeling comfortable while being in
different situation.

In terms of motivation, what is the
difference between the member-
states regarding the climate action?
Are some of the countries more
motivated, more involved or more
aware of the climate change, or
their interest is equal?

I would not go as far as saying that eve-
rybody is equally motivated. Some are
definitely strongly motivated and re-
ally believe and they would even wish
to go beyond what we agreed upon in
2008. But | think everybody is equally
concerned about climate change, eve-
rybody realizes that climate change al-
ready has an impact in its own country.
And everybody is convinced that we

need to act now because otherwise it
is going to be even more costly. | think
everybody feels comfortable with what
we agreed upon because of this fairness
that | mentioned and | would even say
that is what has been discussed at this
moment also in Brussels in between
the Commission, the Council and the
Parliament. We are discussing the new
budget cycle for 2014-2020 and there
as well, there will be a new envelope
for climate action that will help again
those member states that may need
that, to support the move towards low-
carbonate economy in their country. So,
all in all, some maybe more ambitious
than other but everybody feels comfort-
able with what we have. Of course, we
all are also in the process of discuss-
ing to what extent we can be even more
ambitious. This is being discussed and
it is going to take a bit of time, and that
is where you see possible differences.
But | think, everybody is now completely
convinced of the need to act and for the
EU to act and to lead because it is really
a global race. Other key actors around
us like China for instance, are taking
are taking actions and as soon as they
start we know that they will be very, very
quick. So, if we do not want to lag be-
hind, and that can happen very quickly,
I think we have to be very cautious and
continue with the right level of ambition
while keeping everybody on board.

What is the extent of climate change
in Europe in the last years and what
are the most negative effects result-
ing from it?

“The beauty of the accession
process is that it gives us
opportunities to work very
closely together to exchange
our experience, to also
through a number of tools,
like the instrument for pre-
accession which has finan-
cial support associated to it,
to develop a number of pro-
jects whereby you can start
preparing for the legislation
on the basic tools that you
need to put in place for the
legislations late run.”

There has been a continuous trend that
climate has an increasing impact in-
cluding in Europe. | mean it has been
documented, we have the last IPCC
—Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change consisting of more of 400 sci-
entists around the world which have
looked at the impact of climate change
on the world in general, including
on Europe. They have issued couple
months ago, a new report looking at
vulnerabilities. There again in this re-
port it is cleared that Europe is also im-
pacted. Of course Europe is not as im-
pacted as other regions like forinstance
Africa or like Asia, because last year
Asia was really severely impacted, but
Europe is definitely. And you see that
on a number of very important sectors
like agriculture in southern Europe for
instance it has enormous implications.
The water stress is becoming very acute
and we need to look at that. It has im-
plications on infrastructure. Transport
infrastructure, all EU big infrastructures
across the board that have to be built
now need to take into account the ad-
aptation challenge, need to be climate
proof if they want to last one, two, three
decades. We have been more active on
emission reduction in the past than on
adaptation but now in the light of the
new information that is coming we are
getting extremely active on the adapta-
tion side. Looking across the board at
what needs to be done in terms of re-
search because we need probably more
information to know exactly what kind
of impact, on which region and so on
and so forth, the mountains forinstance




as well. We are developing a strategy
that should be coming out at begin-
ning of the next year to look across the
board in the different EU policies what
would need to be done to better reflect
the challenge of adaptation to climate
change.

What is your opinion on the climate
in the Balkan region and to what
extent it influences the European
climate?

The latter part of the question is very
tricky and it is very scientific, so | will
not get into that. | do not really have
sufficient sort of knowledge to get into
that. The fact is that it is clear that it
is quite evident that climate change is
happening here, in the Balkan region,
overall. You have seen quite a number
of extreme weather events, in the last
years. It is clear that they will become
more frequent in terms of floods, in
terms of droughts, from one extreme
to the other. So that is clear that it has
impacts on key sectors, like forinstance
in this country the agriculture. So the
agricultural sector which is very impor-
tant sector for the economy is getting
more and more vulnerable to a climate
change. We will need probably to work
with researchers again, to look into
ways to make agriculture smart in the
light of these changes because inevita-
bly, whether we like it or not, and even
if we take a very strong action on the
side of emissions, the impact is there
and we have to cope with it. So | think,
we will have to invest, and you will have
to invest also into that, in the coming

years.

What action is expected from Mac-
edonia, as a candidate country,
towards the climate change? Are
there any binding regulations in the
EU that are expected to be imple-
mented soon in Macedonia?

Well, as an accession country, of
course, Macedonia, should be prepar-
ing itself, to the convergence with the
EU climate legislation. That is part of
the accession process. That is what
we have been discussing today that is
what we will be discussing tomorrow.
Beyond that | would say, | think, in that
prospective as a country we need to
look into what is out there in terms of
challenges in terms of opportunities,
in terms of needs, as well. There are a
number of strategies that have been
already developed in that connection,
and that is really a good start, both on
the side of climate, as well as on the
side of key sectors, like for instance the
energy sector, which is the bulk of the
emissions in this country. So | think it is
a very important sector and | know that
action is being taking on renewable
energy, on energy efficiency, and that
is a very good start. | can only encour-
age the respective ministries to move
even beyond that because it is a start.
The transport ministry also is looking
into that. In the short term, medium
term of course, we will need to be a bit
more precise and work further together,
to go beyond the strategy and to look
into what is out there what is possible
in terms of climate targets so to say

and how we decline that into the dif-
ferent pieces of legislation because at
the long run, when the country will be-
come, hopefully, a member of the EU,
then all the legislation that is in place
at the moment in the EU will have to be
truly implemented in the country. That
is a pretty long process. The beauty of
the accession process is that it gives
us opportunities to work very closely
together to exchange our experience, to
also through a number of tools, like the
instrument for pre-accession which has
financial support associated to it, to
develop a number of projects whereby
you can start preparing for the legisla-
tion on the basic tools that you need to
putin place for the legislations late run.
[ think that is what we will be busy work-
ing with the various ministries and that
is what we have been discussing today
and we will continue tomorrow.

The environmental and the climate
change issues are considered as the
most difficult for the countries in
the pre-accession process. Why are
they regarded as the most complex
in the process of negotiations?

| am not entirely sure this is true across
the board. We just had the experience of
one country which has this experience
of accession. Obviously that was a chal-
lenge, but nevertheless, irrespective of
the fact that indeed it is not the case for
climate, environment legislation, there
is a wide range of pieces of legislation
to be taken on board. That is probably
where the challenge lies, but | did not
have the impression that it was so chal-
lenging. I think the main challenge that |
see for sure is the challenge of resource
and capacity, institutional capacity in
the country which is true on the side of
climate and environment. It is also true
because this legislation, these mat-
ters are pretty technical, so it requires
a high level of expertise and again that
is where we need to work very closely.
Because we have these expertise and
we need to share it and we need also
by the way to share it with other mem-
ber states which have gone through this
accession process and would be very
keen to share the experience. But the
capacity building issue in the country is

indeed anissue. | have heard this morn-
ing that there is a prospect in this coun-
try to reinforce the team. | think that
would be very good news because that
will be needed if we want to develop the
project first and then get deeper into
the technicalities that is really crucial. |
think what is also crucial is appropriate
sort of coordination system, because
you know the challenge with climate
change is that you can have a special
team devoted to the that, but you also
need to work very closely with the trans-
port people, the energy people, the
economy ministry people across the
board, agriculture of course. You need
climate expertise spread out and a re-
ally good cooperation.

The latest European Commission’s
progress report on Macedonia,
remarks that a significant aware-
ness-rising at all levels is still
needed. Is this remark based on
some research that points out that
the people in Macedonia are not
aware of the effects of the climate
change?

The fact is that | think this probably
came from the realization that in this
country, but it is also the case in many
others, climate change is not necessar-
ily yet given the top priority because it is
also a question of awareness from the
citizens. There has always more efforts
to be done in that direction in order to
have everybody on board, for every-
body also to take all the necessary ac-
tion, because all of us are citizens, we
need to take action, local authorities
as well, regional authorities and so on
and so forth. And there was this percep-
tion that the public awareness across
the board was not yet there. This is not
a problem in itself, it is quite common.
| think it is growing very quickly to be
very frank, because people see that the
climate is changing and they see the
impact. So, this is a matter of years,
couple years, but | think this is there to
grow. We are not concerned about that,
but it is true that compared to other
parts of Europe where it is a bit every-
where, it is also integrated in education
very early, this is not yet the case but it
will come, exactly.

Macedonia, as the other countries
aspiring to the EU, does not have
enough investments related to the
climate change and the environ-
ment, which is the reason for the
slow progress of the region in these
areas. Today, as the IPA funds are
available, do you think they are ef-
ficiently used for improvement the
situation related to the climate
change?

I think the country is not yet using them,
but there is this perspective that it can
and it will and there is what we need
to work on. | think the funds are there,
there are a number of projects within
reach. The envelope and the priority
given to environment and climate are
there. We need to rip the benefit of that
and work together to develop credible
projects. That is also the sense of the
message that we passed today — that
we cannot miss the opportunities that
are out there. Again, it is coming back
to the capacity issue. Of course, devel-
oping a project in itself requires capac-
ity, requires expertise. That is what is
urgently needed to be in a position to
put in place such a project and for the
project to be eligible and to get granted
atthe end of the day. But | am confident
that if there is the political will to do so,
I think all together we can work and not
miss the opportunity, because it will re-
ally be a pity.

The economic growth is always im-
portant for Macedonia because we
are constantly trying to be in step
with Europe. How is it possible on
one side to talk about climate ac-

tion and on the other side to talk
about economic growth? Is there
anything like “green” industry or
“green” economic growth?

That is a question we all have. And
| have to say we are convinced that
economy growth is not incompatible
with ambitious environmental protec-
tion and climate action, for sure. When
you look at what happened in Europe,
we have managed to reduce our emis-
sions quite drastically in the last 10
years while at the same time continuing
and pursuing economic growth. That
means that you can decouple the two.
And the two are not mutually exclusive.
You can really have the two. | would say
that even now at the time where we
have a severe economic crisis, taking
ambitious climate action together with
energy policies. That is very much val-
ued here because | think here there is,
just to take an example, a great poten-
tial in terms of energy efficiency. When
you look at the cost savings, when you
look at the energy savings, the fact that
you reduce your dependency on oil and
gas imports, which at the end of the day
are very costly | think it helps to tackle
the crisis. It is a solution to the crisis.
Not to mention the “green” growth |
mentioned. All the sectors producing,
exporting low-carbon technologies,
services. It is a part of the solution to
the crisis, it creates jobs. Creating jobs
is the key these days. | think that is the
other angle we need to look at. But all
in all, yes it is compatible and yesitis a
solution to the crisis.




