
Speech by Ambassador Aivo Orav: Strengthening the Rule of Law 
 
 
Dear Ministers of Justice, Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
A well-functioning justice system is fundamental for any country that wants to 
enjoy a lasting democracy, prosperity and peace. 
 
This is important to reiterate at this event, especially in light of the latest 
developments in the country. 
 
The EU enlargement, especially the so-called New Approach, puts rule of law 
and the justice system at the heart of the entire enlargement process. 
 
The decision of President Ivanov to pardon all officials who have possibly 
committed grave crimes seriously undermines the rule of law and creates the 
dangerous atmosphere of impunity. 
 
We have noticed that all political parties have rejected this decision, so what 
next? 
 
Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is in this difficult context that we are launching our Twinning Project. 
 
I do not want to discourage our dear colleagues from Latvia and Croatia who all 
came here to share their best knowledge and experience of building a 
functioning justice system. 
 
I truly hope that the political leaders will assume their full civic and political 
responsibility and will finally start resolving this deepening crisis, so that policy-
makers and experts can get back to work and bring the important reform 
processes back on track. 
 
One thing is clear – nobody is short of ideas of what needs to be done with your 
country's justice system. 
 
The draft Justice Sector Reform Strategy already gives some good directions of 
how to close many of the gaps and improve access to justice for citizens. 
 
The 1 million Euro Twinning Project that we are launching today offers a good 
opportunity to move from plans and ideas to real, tangible changes and 



improvements. 
 
But, dear Ladies and Gentlemen, this can only succeed if normal political 
process and the rule of law are duly restored, if politicians stop spending their 
energy in endless political battles, and if impunity is openly denounced for 
criminal acts, which have not even been verified and confirmed in a court of law. 
 
I also want to call on all sides to avoid further escalation of the crisis. 
International provocations for political purposes are unacceptable. However, 
there is always temptation for that. If violence starts, it will be extremely difficult 
to stop it. It would also undo many years of reform and integration efforts within 
the country. 
 
Therefore, in the interest of the citizens and the country's Euro-Atlantic 
integration, we urge the political forces to get back to the negotiation table, to 
deescalate the situation and to resume preparation for credible elections. 
 
We also underline the importance for the Special Prosecutor and the courts to 
continue their work, so that justice and the rule of law ultimately prevail. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 


