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Dear Minister Dimovski,  

Dear Ambassador Cristiani, Mr. Montanari, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a pleasure to mark the launch of this EU-funded twinning 

project in support of the agricultural sector. 

The project is financed by the European Union with 690.000 

EUR and it is part of our efforts to making the agricultural sector 

fit for full EU membership. The EU Member State partner for 

this twinning project is the Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Food 

and Forestry Polices – a partner with tremendous experience in 

organic agriculture and quality protection.  

The purpose of this project is to strengthen the national 

capacities in the area of Organic Agricultural Production and 

National Quality Protection Policy, both priorities for EU 

accession and market-oriented reforms. 

Quality is an issue for every farmer and buyer, whether we 

speak about commodities produced to fulfil basic standards or 

the high-end quality products in which Europe excels. Farmers 

must strive for a reputation for high quality to sustain the 

competitiveness and profitability of their business. 

EU law lays down stringent requirements guaranteeing 

standards for all European products. The EU encourages 
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diversification of agricultural production, the protection of 

product names from misuse and imitation and helping 

consumers by giving them information concerning the specific 

character of the products. 

Organic farming is a sector of European agriculture which has 

seen a constant growth in recent years. Increasing consumer 

demand for organic food has created many opportunities for all 

parts of the food supply chain.  

Due to the very nature of organic farming a comparatively high 

number of jobs for rural populations and rural wealth are 

created.  

Consequently, the domestic agriculture sector, characterized by 

small and high labour intensive farms, has a comparative 

advantage in this field. However, in order to deliver high quality 

organic products, increasingly demanded by domestic and EU 

consumers, there is a need of highly trained and knowledgeable 

operators at the farming, processing and other levels of the 

production chain.  

This project will contribute to strengthen these capacities and 

will encourage diversification and added value of agriculture 

production to the benefit of agricultural producers, processors 

and consumers. 
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I wish you a successful work in realization of the project 

objectives. 

Thank you very much for your attention! 


