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Dear Minister Mustafa, 

Dear Deputy Minister Ibrahimi, 

Dear Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to be with you today at this closing event 

of the EU-funded project that supported the implementation of 

the National Strategy for Roma. 

We congratulate the Government to the successful finalisation 

of the Roma Decade Presidency. We hope that the gained 

experience during the one-year Presidency will be helpful in the 

further implementation of the measures stated in the national 

Roma Strategy. 

The EU project provided technical assistance aimed at 

strengthening the institutional capacities in the country 

responsible for implementation of the Strategy and the Decade 

of Roma inclusion 2005-2015. It included interventions at 

central and local level, established partnerships with all relevant 

actors aimed to contribute to improvement of the situation of the 

Roma in the four priority areas: education, employment, health, 

and housing. 

I would like to highlight some of the activities that the project 

delivered:  
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• The project provided trainings to the Beneficiary 

institutions so as to increase their skills, knowledge and 

expertise on different matters.  

• Advised the beneficiaries aimed at improving their work 

processes, updating their internal procedures, as well as 

developing a strategy and specific policies of the Cabinet 

Minister without Portfolio. 

• Recommendations for improvements in the 

implementation of the Roma Strategy were also provided. 

• The project supported a large number of activities for 

Roma inclusion at municipal level. Local action plans were 

assessed in 14 municipalities and action plans were 

revised or newly developed. Support for implementation of 

the local action plans to 12 municipalities was provided.  

• The work of 10 Roma Information Centres was assessed 

and their organisational development was supported. 

The European Union is putting great emphasis on Roma issues. 

In the European Union, the EU Framework for National Roma 

Strategies was adopted by the all EU member states. In 

bilateral relations with the Government, Roma issues are part of 

the HLAD process, as well as of the regular monitoring process 

of EC Progress Report.  

We will continue using these and other instruments to monitor 

the situation of Roma in order to improve their situation. Since, 
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we see Roma integration not as a cost, but as a benefit to 

the society. 

The Delegation of the European Union always emphasises the 

importance of sustainability of the its projects. I am pleased to 

state today that this project has been successful in this respect.  

The European Union supports the Government in its 

endeavours towards fulfilment of all requirements for EU 

membership.  

At the end, I would like to use this opportunity to express my 

gratitude to all persons involved in this project, both from the 

beneficiary institutions and from the project team. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

 


