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S T A T E M E N T  
 

by the Spokesperson on the constitutional referendum in Thailand 
 
On 7 August, the Election Commission reported that, in a national referendum, a large majority 
of the people of Thailand have voted in favour of the proposed constitution. During the campaign 
period, however, there were serious limitations to fundamental freedoms, including restrictions 
on debate and campaigning. 
 
It is essential that the current restrictions on freedom of expression and assembly are lifted to 
allow for an open, inclusive and accountable political process. The EU continues to call upon the 
Thai authorities to create the conditions for a genuine democratic transition leading to early 
general elections. All main stakeholders in Thailand need to engage in an inclusive dialogue and 
work together peacefully towards this aim. 
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