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Civil protection:
Commission proposes to
strengthen the EU Civil
Protection Mechanism

The European Commission has adopted
a series of proposals to improve the
response of the EU's Civil Protection
Mechanism to natural and manmade
disasters. The measures will allow the
Commission to better address any short-
age of transport and equipment needed
at the site of a disaster. At the same
time, the Commission has launched an
on-line disaster monitoring alert service
called “MIC Daily”, designed to monitor
emerging and ongoing disasters around
the globe. It aims at enhancing aware-
ness and information sharing between
national crisis centres to maximise the
effectiveness of response.

For more see:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/
civil/whatsnew.htm
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Patent policy consultation

The European Commission has launched
a public consultation on future action
in patent policy in order to improve the
patent system in Europe. The consulta-
tion focuses on three major issues:
the Community patent, how the current
patent system in Europe could be
improved and possible areas for harmo-
nisation. All interested stakeholders,
including industry and individuals are
encouraged to reply via the question-
naire available on http://europa.eu.int/
comm/internal_market/indprop/
patent/consultation_en.htm.

Kyoto assistance

The European Commission has published
a Communication setting out guidance
to help member states when they draw

up national plans for allocating carbon [

dioxide emission allowances for 2008-
2012. The period is significant given that
it coincides with the five-year period in
which the EU and member states must
meet their targets for limiting or reducing
their emissions of greenhouse gases
under the Kyoto Protocol on climate
change. Under the EU Emission Trading
Scheme (EU ETS), all EU governments are
required to draw up national allocation
plans (NAPs) for each trading period.
The EU ETS is the world’s first and biggest
international emissions trading system,
began operating on 15t January 2005.

For more see:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/
climat/home_en.htm

Avian influenza pledges

At the International Ministerial Pledging
Conference on Avian and Human Pan-
demic Influenza in Beijing 17-18 January,
the European Commission announced a
total pledge of €100 million to combat
the spread of the virus in developing
countries, particularly in Asia. Taken
together with the €114 million pledged
by the EU Member States, the EU has
in total pledged around €214 million.
The Conference was co-sponsored by
the European Commission, the People’s
Republic of China and the World Bank to
mobilize financial support to combat avian
influenza and potential flu pandemic.
For more see:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/animal/

diseases/controlmeasures/avian/
index_en.htm

Debating Europe -
involving citizens

The European Commission adopted a
White Paper 1 February on a European
Communication Policy. Vice-President of
the Commission, Margot Wallstrom, said:
“The European Union has grown up as
a political project but has not found a
place in people’s hearts and minds.
The White Paper is the Commission’s
proposal to respond to this challenge
and to lay the foundation of a European
Union Communication Policy”.

For more see:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/

communication_white_paper/
index_en.htm



waiievglsusouenusieineanu
nnwglsu
amenssaninisylsdlddindifiveoy ya

1N (White Paper) Sasulginans s 13
Hqu‘]J (European Communication Policy) T
o A o €A
Sudl 1 qumiuifiruan lagsaslsesn
amznsaxndmsglsy  anlnd 208 @an
.y a X |
nanh sl nawglstazdulatuuda g
A 16 @ 1 1 f a
madles uefdslal wnsndhlegluanade
uavanlavaslaznanld  yeUnamitadu
ATENENENNTDINULNITINT NS IS 5udle
AUANUNMEFINAT  UALNEITINIH
wlatnedums™e 13909 nameylsy”
NuazBuaiidisg i

http://europa.eu.int/comm/
communication_white_paper/index_en.htm

dgus:n e Tondaun

[ a A A 9§99
Tumssegusydisgauadmmnnd el
fafulumase “Aumsszinemesdwiounuay
v o | ¢ A a
Tiwinlvaflusyed ngetinds emensaa-
Smaylsthlsemeson@udm 100 gl
wWodle “umsunsnszaislhy Tdwieunlu
Uszmerndeimmwmanay lagiamzyseme

A ) d; v A ° 13
Twidtiody Taodlesmiuiudmns 114 dm
glsfitlsumne anBnaas nawelsuhlsemeld
froudr Aediudu S yuan namelsd
isTudman 214 Augls msUsegaesed
Joaulasanznssntmsylsy Sgaduuay
mnaslan SingUsy sAiasyaNaNaTIL-
A a I Yo .

wasmemsiiulumsee “fuldniaunuas
msunssznavadlsa
TeasBaaiadag 67
http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/animal/

diseases/controlmeasures/avian/
index_en.htm

Aruznssu1snIsglsy Hu:zuud
Us:inA wiBnlunisunoanu

domnavlis siieoln
ﬂmzmmmi%miq%ﬂﬁmaLﬁmau@ﬁa
4, -
Wotieuugutszne sn3n wmwylaulu
MITLHURNNUALS MU a 0 Me@5-
vauleoon lseisenaned w.el. 2551 - W6l 2555
4 o Xa C e A -
Farranmeenaniiana @i wnui
IR NALITUAVAUTLNG 21TN ANIN
ylsidassnifiumsantBanamaisonnszan
Tildenadhmsnafigs Bnmuldas 19ifula
% A s v X
Népmaasuudas mwgiaame vielt
Mandnnsandisunisuassniaison
NICANVDN wﬂwwqiiﬂ (EU Emission Trading
Scheme : ETS) $gu1azasusune an3n
NNUIENEATDITATNLHUURIN AN MrUe
USaawmstsasme (Nationals Allocation
Plans: NAPs) "WSuULGIact90mAAmMIuwan
wWawn lag EU ETS Wuszuumsuaniaem
D e oa 4. % B

MIUAMAFOUNITLANTANTUATILINLAL

o Mol . oA Y A
T alulandldEasdiumsandoudiui
1 ANTIAN 2548

A A A vad
iwamaamwmquvl,w
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/
climat/home_en.htm

nasniSeiSevulsuig "nsURs
18udundo
annTansmaglaldEadelfinma o
anudaifivan imensieatumaiiin
mamulbing “vatesluowen wioliiinms
Usunlgesvn vistinsluglsddaly mamie
Wiufl 3 dsndundnda Bes vddarues
wwnglst) msuSuLiqeseun vdiTes buglsy
Tuflagifu wazansdululdlumetse w
mavhawenu nitiaslungulszine andn

'
v A

a o dl v g [ (=1
WNNH ’J%mEJ’]‘H@QWGWN@\ILN’NQSL‘]JHQ']@

U

26 WNITNLAZMALDNYL wsndnlusey
wuy aumx e http://europa.eu.int/
comm/internal_market/indprop/patent/

consultation_en.htm.

Aruznssu1Snisglsu | ualiil
n1st Su $1vAWIIKUNTVAIU

NISAUASOVUSIBIBU
anznsaNmaylaUiindifiuroudol walu
maLSulpmstamesumaNasadssgy
lunsdlfiiaduRiandaasssunduazain
MINsze0INyEe JNATIMISEINEAIALTIE
IHauenssansms 1wnsnsudedutlymms
NOUARUNUW IS NOMITU SazaLnToih
Sufulu ouinReseRTe Tusndaaiu
augnssnimadelddalidusmaihseds
A [ 3 a U @ a o
Waudweaulal Fond “Bulednetw
(MIC Daily) fAnanuuusniiafamuingzds
¢ mumd 2 X 4 de s oa X
Fuftafanifnluviafimdaieauaginlan
A a v o v A >
Wal 33 Swmssuiuasmananidieudaya
412 3szmiegudinnamsoifofTautend
Tutlssmesne wasie WmsSusafuseRia
NeLse Mm99

Nuazduaiisdisg l6d

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/civil/
whatsnew.htm

3 ¢ EUtoday



Benita Ferrero-Waldner,
European Commissioner for
External Relations and European
Neighborhood Policy

On 9 December 2005 the EU celebrated
the 25" Anniversary of our Co-operation
Agreement signed with Indonesia, Malay-
sia, Philip-pines, Singapore, and Thailand.
Since 1980, South East Asia has under-
gone profound and positive transformation.
Poverty has been reduced at an unpre-
cedented pace, economies enjoy impressive
growth rates, and democracy is gaining
ground. Similarly, the European Union has
also undergone important changes and
while ASEAN has expanded to include
Brunei, Burma/Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos
and Vietnam, the EU has undertaken its
own Enlargement, growing to 25 countries.
We have also adopted the world’s first ever
single currency and emerged as a political
entity on the world scene.

Itis hardly surprising that the EU and ASEAN
have developed such a warm and deep
relationship: we share many common traits
- particularly our linguistic and cultural
diversity. Like the EU, ASEAN has economic
weight, and is playing an increasingly
important role on the international stage.
Our two regional organisations share the
goal of ensuring peace and stability.

The EU is ASEAN’s second largest export
market and the third largest trading part-
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'ASEAN and

the EU
- 25 years of Partnership for
Peace and Prosperity

ner after the United States and Japan.
We want to harness further trading oppor-
tunities and build growth and prosperity
to the mutual benefit of both regions which
is why my colleague, Trade Commissioner
Peter Mandelson, helped establish an
EU-ASEAN ‘vision group’ in the spring of
this year, to explore the potential for a Free
Trade Agreement between the EU and
ASEAN. Pending this group’s conclusions,
we will decide on how to take this very
important initiative forward in early 2006.

However, our relationship is not simply a
political or economic arrangement: it has
an important human dimension. The
Tsunami served to demonstrate an instinc-
tive feeling of solidarity between our
peoples. In the aftermath of this catastro-
phe, we co operated effectively to bring
humanitarian aid where it was needed,
with the first help already on its way
from Europe just hours after the Tsunami
struck. We continue to work together to
reconstruct the devastated areas. So far
the EU has promised €1.5 billion for reha-
bilitation and reconstruction and the money
is being made available very rapidly.

In the conflict torn region of Aceh, the
increase in national solidarity after the
Tsunami, opened a window of opportunity
for peace. The EU helped provide funding
and support for President Ahtisaari’s me-
diation between the Free Aceh Movement
(GAM) and the Government of Indonesia.
Immediately after the signature of the

peace agreement, an unprecedented joint
mission between EU Member States and
ASEAN was launched to monitor the
peace. This mission is supported by a num-
ber of assistance programmes contributed
by the European Commission, including
support for the reintegration of GAM
combatants. Altogether, this package is
proving to be a remarkable success.

The joint EU-ASEAN Monitoring Mission
has shown that Europe and South East Asia
can successfully cooperate in building
peace even in the most sensitive of circum-
stances. It shows how much scope there is
to broaden our co operation in the future.

From human rights to climate change, the
environment, human trafficking, and the
trade in illegal drugs - there is a great deal
more we can do together.

Naturally the EU supports ASEAN's efforts
towards greater regional cooperation. The
European case demonstrates that greater
integration is the best guarantee of
stability and prosperity. We await with

The joint EU-ASEAN
Monitoring Mission has
shown that Europe and

South East Asia can
successfully cooperate in

building peace even
in the most sensitive of

circumstances.

EU Commissioner
for External
Relations Benita
Ferrero-Waldner

keen interest the
outcome of the next
ASEAN summit in
Kuala Lumpur and
especially the announcement of an ASEAN
Charter reinforcing its common institutions
and decision making process. We applaud
these steps forward and as always stand
ready to share our own experience with
ASEAN in the field of integration.

In today’s globalised world there is untold
value in deepening links no matter how
far geographically we may lie apart.
What better way to celebrate our 25%
anniversary than to reflect on how much
‘closer’ we have become through working
together politically, economically and
socially, and at the same time look forward
to an even stronger partnership in the
years to come.
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EU Trade Commissioner
Peter Mandelson

(3 right) with

EU Agriculture Minister
Mariaan Fischer Boel
(27 right)

EU Trade Policy
and the WTO
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The 6" WTO Ministerial
Conference held in Hong Kong

in December 2005 came at a
crucial point in the Doha
Development Round of trade
negotiations. Some progress was
made in the talks designed to
improve conditions for worldwide
trade and investment. Much
however remains to be done.

EU Trade Commissioner Peter
Mandelson spoke to an audience
of business and political leaders
in Germany recently about EU
trade policy and the state of WTO
negotiations. Following are the
main messages of his speech.

6 ¢ EUtoday

e European prosperity is tied to a free
trading system that is a “transmission
belt of change”, reshaping the global
economy and European industry and
society. “The shape of our trade is
changing: our policies must reflect that”.

e Europe defies the caricatures and
has gone further in agricultural
reform than any other developed
economy. Europe is “removing artificial
production incentives...its agricultu-
ral base is shrinking, creating trading
space for others’ exports. The CAPs
focus is shifting to quality foods; to
less-polluting production and rural
development”.

e Europe is the world’s largest
importer of food from the develop-
ing world and the world’s largest
provider of development assistance.
“Whatever our critics imply...we take
in much more than all the other OECD
countries put together, both in volume

and on a per capita basis. So | have
little time for lectures from others
about Europe’s discrimination against
agricultural producers in develop-
ing countries.”

Europe’s “first loyalty in trade
policy is to the WTO and the success
of the Doha Round”. Europe has
“shown again and again - without due
recognition - that we are prepared to
pay to keep the multilateral system
on track”.

Doha is not just about agriculture
nor does the success of the Round
depend on further agricultural conces-
sions from Europe. The development
benefits of services trade in particular
have been misrepresented by some
NGOs and protectionism in the devel-
oping world wrongly encouraged as a
means of development.

Developing countries are not
all alike neither do they have the
same interests. "The G20 and the G90
do not have identical interests and
capacities in trade. Some are major
economic players and exporters on
the world stage: others need all the
help we can give them.”

Europe is offering significant con-
cessions. “No other member of the
WTO has made offers or concessions
that remotely match Europe’s. Taken
together they will have a considerable
impact on people’s jobs and people’s
lives. European agriculture - cereals,
poultry, beef and much besides - will
contract and there will be a significant
loss of employment”.

Trade negotiations are a two-way
street. | am compelled to say again
to our WTO negotiating partners:
Europe cannot envisage a Doha
Round that would be concluded on
the basis of real cuts by Europe and
paper cuts by others.”

Other developed countries must
match Europe’s ambition Europe
will not take “post-dated cheques”
from the US and other developed
countries on their own reform to farm
subsidies and export competition.
Europe wants clear and concrete reform
commitments that match its own.

The blockage in the Doha Round is
not in Brussels... "Europe is ready
to give more than others. But it is not



willing to get nothing in return.” YisUnrminasuinndrdssinafinms

* Now is the moment... “for some
intense, concentrated bilateral con-
tacts to take place between key
trading partners, to see if we can
raise the level of confidence between
us in a way which can bring a final
agreement within reach. We can make
it if we want to. | want to. The question
| cannot answer is: do others?”
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For the full transcript of Commissioner
Mandelson’s speech and more
information on EU trade policy see
http://europa.eu.int/comm/trade/
index_en.htm
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http://europa.eu.int/comm./trade/
index_en.htm
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Pierre Defraigne
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Pierre Defraigne, Director
General of the French Institute
of International Relations and
former Deputy Director General
of the European Commission’s
Directorate General for Trade
was in Bangkok recently to take
part in a seminar organised by
the Delegation. Here he talks
about the direction of the
European economy and trade
issues concerming the region.

How would you rate
Europe’s economy at

this time?

I would give it a B+. There is room for seri-
ous improvement and a higher standard
can be achieved.

The Lisbon Agenda sets
out to boost Europe’s
economy. Is it working?

It's an ambitious reform agenda at macro
and micro economic level yet without
an explicit emphasis on fair distribution
of gains and fair burden sharing of
adjustment costs across all social catego-
ries. It seeks to build strong and lasting

8 ¢ EUtoday

reforms and results. But first you have
to generate trust in people. They must
trust in the balance and scale of reform
and in the European institutions as well.
This won't be easy because people
haven’t seen the results in terms of
growth and jobs of last successful
integration moves. We should not only
be aiming at more growth, but at a
more equitable and more sustainable
growth. We need to put equity to the
top of the agenda as a way to get high
quality economic growth in Europe.

The classic ‘European’
social and economic
model; is it sustainable?

It is sustainable provided we move from
social policy aimed at compensation
towards social policy for people to move
and adjust. The level of solidarity is
critical as are the sort of policies. For
example, equal opportunities for young
people. In poor neighbourhoods in
Europe you have future Einstein’s or
Mozart's who are doomed to become
tax inspectors or work in department
stores. This is a waste of resources and
inequality. It is both unfair and inefficient.

Issues pertaining to integration and
inclusiveness such as jobs, housing and

schools are fashioned as much by urban
planning as they are by education
policy. It is a matter of reconciling com-
petitiveness and fairness. The ‘winners'’
of globalisation in our countries should
be willing to pay their dues for turning
‘losers’ into ‘winners’ too.

Can the gap between social
and market orientated
models be bridged?

The degree of inequality society is willing
to accept is a matter for each country.
In Europe we cannot accept a drift
towards the extreme US position. How-
ever, we don’t need the same system
everywhere. That would be wrong.

Why does Europe seem to
have a perception problem
with its own citizens?

| think people tend to judge the tree by its
fruit. They are not interested in the tree,
Europe, anymore. They are interested in
the fruits. They take Europe for granted.

Is a two-speed Europe
emerging?

With the upcoming entry of Romania
and Bulgaria and if we grow to include
the Balkans, Turkey and Ukraine we will
have a two-speed Europe unless we
define Europe as simply an economic
space with a regional security system.
This however does not match the needs
of the globalised world.

Thailand’s economic
outlook?

If | were Thailand | would not put all my
eggs in the regional and Chinese baskets.
Look at the multilateral picture rather
than following bilateral deals, especially
with dominant economies.

How can the world
accommodate China?

China probably tests the limit of the
adjustment capacity of developed coun-
tries. It is time China moves forward to
endogenous path towards development,
investing and consuming in-country
rather than simply exporting. China
should develop domestic demand. This
more balanced path would ease its
integration into the world economy.
To convince China to move in that direc-
tion needs a strong and united Europe
that punches its full weight in global
economic governance.
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Over 400 Thai and European
SMEs got down to business
when a major matchmaking
event, the European Union (EU)
— Thailand Partenariat 2005,
took place in Bangkok 17-18
November 2005. Over the
hectic two-day event 1,627
business-to-business meetings
took place and nearly 1000
people participated in a number of
seminars held on various topics
such as EU-Thai trade, exporting
to the EU and keys to successful
investing in EU industries.

The event was jointly funded by the
European Commission - the executive
arm of the EU - and the Royal Thai Gov-
ernment. The main organiser of the event
was the Office of the Board of Investment
in Thailand (BOI).

BOI Secretary General Satit Sirirangkama-
nont said that according to a survey
among Thai SMEs, most entrepreneurs
were satisfied with the results of their
business-to-business meetings with visit-
ing EU companies. He estimated that
" Approximately 60% of meetings will
lead to a variety of business deals such
as technology exchange, marketing and
distribution agreements and this busi-
ness will lead to Thailand becoming a
production base for exports, as well as
joint ventures”.

Ambassador Friedrich Hamburger, Head
of the European Commission Delegation
in Thailand, hailed the event as a great
success. “"The EU-Thailand Partenariat
2005 has resulted in a high number of
match-making contacts. On average, EU
companies have had 12 match-making
sessions with Thai SMEs".

EU SMEs were particularly interested in
high value-added services, including tour-
ism, health and spa centers, printing,
research and development, energy, alter-
native energy, and environmental conser-
vation; fashion and design industries, and
electronics, ICT and software industries.

The Board of Investment will follow up
the meeting results and concrete results
will be made available mid 2006. Prelimi-
nary responses received from participants
on both sides have already been positive.

“We have negotiated with 11 EU SMEs

Getting down
to business at
the EU-Thailand

Partenariat

ringsnionvuu EU-Thailand

Partenariat

from four countries, including France,
Hungary, Latvia and Estonia,” said
Suwanee Suwanthanasan General Man-
ager of Heritage Asia Pacific Ltd. “The
meetings have been very positive with
good potential for closure. For example
we have met with some Estonian compa-
nies that have been very interested in
opening Thai traditional spa businesses.

“In some of our business-to-business
meetings with French companies we
have discussed the possibility of setting
up joint ventures in the spa sector and
with Latvia in creating spa travel pack-
ages to our Thai destinations.”

Another participant, Nuttee Jarulerda-
nan, Managing Director of SoftMarts.
Com Ltd., a producer and distributor of
business analysis software stated that
the EU-Thailand Partenariat had exceeded
her expectations. “We expect to become
the distributor for at least one foreign
software company and we have also
received a lot of interest from other EU
SMEs. There is a good possibility that
we will also become a distributor for
software companies from Portugal,
Luxemburg, Italy and Sweden. In addi-
tion, we have signed a sales contract
with one Thai SME.”

“Approximately 60%
of meetings will
lead to a variety of
business deals”

BOI Secretary General
Satit Sirirangkamanont

MaZSK

A Thai SME shows its wares

Ignacio Gil, MD of Mirror S.A. from Spain,
a manufacturer of cooking equipment
for the fast-food industry said, “Our
company joined the EU-Thailand Parte-
nariat, because we need to import goods
from Thailand and we want to sub-
contract production to Thai SMEs. After
this 2-day event we have agreed to start
three ventures with Thai SMEs - one of
the ventures will begin this year, the
other two next year.”

The EU-Thailand Partenariat

was funded by the EU’s Asia Invest
Programme, an initiative that seeks to
foster business-to-business links
between Europe and Asia.

More information about Asia Invest
can be found at:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/
europeaid/projects/asia-invest/
html2002/main.htm
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Dr. Charit Tingsabadh, Director, Centre for European Studies at Chulalongkorn University; Ambassador Friedrich Hamburger; Pierre Defraigne,
Director of French Institute of International Relations (IFRI); Professor Dr. Chira Hongladarom, Secretary-General of the Foundation for
International Human Resource Development; Mr. Karl-Heinz Heckhausen, President & CEO Daimler-Chrysler Thailand; Khun Ying Chada
Wattanasiritum, President, Executive Director of Siam Commercial Bank; Dr. Narongchai Akrasanee, former Minister of Commerce.

EU & Thai economies in spotlight

A seminar organised by the Delegation and Centre for European
Studies at Chulalongkorn University 17 January provided information
and stimulated discussion about the challenges facing the European
economy and the potential impact on economic relations with Asia.
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Interactive

" DVD Life and Music of Mozart

Mozart Interactive

The Delegation, in collaboration with the
Austrian Embassy in its role of EU Presidency
supported ‘Mozart Interactive’ on 27 January;
a concert and interactive presentation to mark
the 250" anniversary of Mozart's birth.
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President of the European Commission, Jose
Manuel Barroso and Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra

Prime Minister Thaksin visits
Brussels

The President of the European Commission, Jose
Manuel Barroso, welcomed Dr. Thaksin
Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand on
Wednesday 12 October. Talks focused on the
partnership agreement being negotiated be-
tween the EU and Thailand. Prime Minister
Thaksin also expressed his appreciation for the
EU’s decision to restore GSP privileges for the
Thai shrimp industry.
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Commissioner for Health and Consumer
Protection Markos Kyprianou

Commissioner Kyprianou in
Thailand

Markos Kyprianou, Commissioner for Health
and Consumer Protection, made an official visit
to Thailand, 9-10 November. High on the
Commissioner’s agenda was discussion on Avian
Influenza and the related threat of a flu pan-
demic with government officials and represen-
tatives of international organisations.
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Ambassador Friedrich Hamburger and Mr Pracherd Sook-keaw, Governor of the Provincial Electricity Authority are joined by
PEA officials, Delegation staff and executives of Siemens AG at the hand over.

Electricity assets handed over
A hand over ceremony of the assets of the EU-funded Electricity Network
Upgrading Programme took place on 20 December.

The ENUP was a two year programme which set out to demonstrate
European know how and the technical, economic and financial feasibility
of European technology in electricity distribution.

The main achievement of the ENUP was the installation of an electricity
Distribution Dispatching Centre in Phuket, using technology supplied
by Siemens AG.

Speaking at the ceremony Ambassador Hamburger expressed his
confidence that the project would serve as a showcase for the
excellence of European technology and as a successful model for
business cooperation between Thailand and the EU.
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The Delegation’s Jean Francois Cautain
spreads the word

Fete de la Francophonie

The Delegation took part in the annual Fete de
la Francophonie on 28 January. The EU booth
attracted many visitors eager for information

European drama performed in Thailand in Thai

and to win prizes.
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Acting Europe!

Acting Europe! organised by the Delegation,
EU Member State embassies and cultural
institutions took place at the Saeng Arun Arts
Centre on 27 November. Featuring excerpts of
European plays performed in Thai, the event
helped expose the local audience to European
theatre.

a:As Acting Europe!
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The teams in action

Students
talk up a storm

WOTUlADNA
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University students from around
the country locked horns in
intellectual combat at the 2
EU-Thailand National Intervarsity
Debate Championship 2006
from 4-6 February.

Under the theme 'Make sense not war’,
the event saw some 40 teams from 18
universities take part in three days of fierce
debating. The grand final saw a team from
Thammasat University emerge victorious in
a close fought verbal joust with a team
from Assumption University.

The teams were cheered on by vocal
supporters as they debated the motion,
“This House believes the EU has neglected
its relations with SE Asia”.

Both sides zeroed in on the issue of Burma/
Myanmar as a key factor influencing the
relations between the two blocs in lively
and spirited final debate.

Speaking at the opening of the event
Acharn Piranya Bunnag Director of the
British American Studies Programme at
Thammasat University said, “Debate is
helpful to students as the skills learned can
be applied in the workplace, or conference
room. Debating enhances critical thinking
and knowledge of current events.”
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A 40 Annnaminende 18 uwisldidhsan
wieiuldnfifioiondauduaanais 1wiu
luado nidaadn? Andwh sea (Make
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We are the champions : winning team
Thammasat University 1 : From left
Praewta Sorasuchart; Pachara
Yongjiranon and Aekaraj Guruvanich

“I'was very impressed with the
newer debaters. The level of
English and enthusiasm was
very good. This has been a
good size event with lots of
newer teams.”

Rut Charaslertrangsi of
Assumption University

“| really enjoyed it. | hope
the EU continues to support
such student activities. This
is a great opportunity to listen
to the views of students.
The standard was high and
the event well organised.”
Emma Masterson, TV
personality and debate
adjudicator
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Mayor of Cascina Moreno Franceschini (left) and
Ambassador Hamburger open the Pinocchio House

Pinocchio
House helps
Bangkok youth

“Unumbonale”
fa]srel3]tdpte )]V
NSLINW*

Disadvantaged youth from
Bangkok can enjoy a brighter
future following the opening
of the Casa di Pinocchio or
Pinocchio House on 24
November 2005,

Funded by the European Union, the
Pinocchio House has been established as
part of a project bringing together the
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
and the Municipality of Cascina from Italy.

Located at the Pisarnyabutr Boy Scout
Camp in the Don Muang area of Bangkok,
the Pinocchio House provides young
people with the chance to live and learn
in a safe and comfortable environment.

“The Pinocchio House is open to young
people from disadvantaged backgrounds.
Here they will gain the skills needed to
play a full and productive adult life,” said
Ambassador Friedrich Hamburger, Head of
the Delegation of the European Commis-
sion at the opening.

One of the means by which young people

will be trained at Pinocchio House is
through the performing arts.

“Through drama, children find an outlet
for their creativity and energy. They are
exposed to an alternative to street life
and the dangers that lurk there. By learn-
ing to act, youngsters gain the confidence
and self assurance that will serve them
so well in later years,” Ambassador
Hamburger continued.

In addition to creative arts the Pinocchio
House works together with social devel-
opment institutes in accommodating and
providing mental and physical rehabilita-
tion for children in need by specialists.

The venue also hosts youth activities,
exhibits children’s work and symbolizes
cooperation between the BMA, the Euro-
pean Union and Municipality of Cascina.
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For more information see :
www.casadipinocchio.org
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ASIAMAR
seeks to boost
Europe-Asia
freight links

lnsunis ASIAMAR
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Transport policy, technology and
human resources were among
areas identified by a European-
Union funded programme where
increased Europe-Asia coopera-
tion could pay dividends in the
field of maritime and inter-modal
freight transport.

The results of the ASIAMAR programme
were announced at a final conference held
on 27 October in Bangkok.

“Trade between the EU and Asia totals
some 500 billion euro annually while
more than 1 billion tonnes of freight a
year are loaded and unloaded in EU ports,”
said Ambassador Freidrich Hamburger,
Head of the Delegation of the European
Commission to Thailand.

“With so much at stake, the efficiency of
transport systems is paramount. ASIAMAR
has highlighted the needs, problems,
priorities and weaknesses of the inter-
modal freight and maritime transport
systems in the two regions. By doing so
it has sought to propose solutions to
hindrances for freight transport in and
between Asia and Europe.”

The initiative found the most distinct
difference between the two regions affect-
ing transport policy was the existence of
the European Union itself. Transport poli-
cies are common to all 25 EU member
states with the free movement of goods
taking place across internal borders. To the
contrary, South East Asian nations follow
their own policies. ASIAMAR proposed the

Taking the strain between Europe and Asia

European model is closely studied to
form the basis of improving international
transport through countries in Asia.

The programme proposed that the full
and universal use of Information &
Communication Technologies in the field
of freight transport between the two
regions is an area where cooperation
could produce fruitful results. Pronounced
differences between the two regions were
also identified with regards to human
resources management.
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For more information on ASIAMAR see:
http://hermes.civil.auth.gr/asiamar/
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Recently, a reporter from Educa-
tion Today magazine was invited
to visit Walailak University in
Nakhon Si Thammarat together
with a group of delegates from
the EU in order to learn about the
EU-funded ‘Human Resource
Development through Problem-
based Learning (PBL)’ project.

PBL is considered a modern learning
method that many Thai universities are
likely to adopt in the future. Instead of
sticking to traditional memorization, PBL
encourages students to gain in-depth
knowledge and understanding of prob-
lems through a thorough thinking process.

During our visit, the University was holding
a workshop where six professors shared
their knowledge and experience gained
from PBL training at Lund University and
Erasmus University in Europe with some
50 university staff. Also taking part in the
workshop was Dr Jan Hellberg, a PBL
expert from Erasmus University.

According to Walailak University Rector
Dr Supat Poopaka, the PBL workshop could
be considered the beginning of the
University's educational reform. The
University will apply PBL as a main learning
method from the early years of study. This
method will first be introduced in certain
classes and will eventually expand to cover
all appropriate fields.
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Walailak University takes on
Problem-based Learning
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The Human Resource Development
through Problem Based Learning
Project is funded by the EU’s Asia
Link initiative.

For more information on Asia-Link
Programme please visit:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/
europeaid/projects/asia-link/
index_en.htm
‘ma::lﬁé'ymﬁa’sﬁﬂmmﬁ Asia-Link
wnsngléd
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/
projects/asia-link/index_en.htm
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An EU funded programme is
collecting data on changes in the
ozone layer. The Bangkok Post's
Ranjana Wangvipula caught

up with them on a stopover

in Thailand.

Scientists are studying the behaviour of
water vapour in the atmosphere, hoping it
will shed light on predicted future changes
in the ozone layer which shields the earth
from harmful UV radiation. A team of
scientists under the European Union’s ozone
monitoring mission, called “SCOUT-03",
has finished collecting data in Australia’s
northernmost city of Darwin, where they
studied various phenomena, covering
water vapour levels, lightning, and some
chemical reactions in the atmosphere.

“We've known pretty well about CFCs and
how they destroy ozone and now we see
some water vapour trends in the strato-
sphere,” said German Aerospace Centre
scientist Andreas Fix, who, together
with his colleagues, took a short break at
U-Tapao airport in this eastern province on
their way back to Germany.

Chloroflourocarbons (CFCs), which were
once widely used in refrigerators and
cooling systems, are now under strict
control under the Montreal Protocol, which
reguires its member countries to phase out
and ban the substances.

Scientists confirm the substances are a
major cause of ozone depletion. However,
Mr Fix said, scientists need to learn more
about ozone holes and the possible
connections to global warming and the
water vapour in the stratosphere, an
atmospheric layer 18km from the ground.

18 ¢ EUtoday

“There is an increase in water vapour and
this increase may also affect the ozone up
there,” Mr Fix said.

The new data on water vapour levels
collected in the atmosphere above
Darwin, along the Australian coast and
parts of Timor, will be put into a computer
model and this is expected to provide
fresh insights into changes in the ozone
layer, Mr Fix said.
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SCOUT 3 scientists Fred Stoh and
Andreas Fix wiht their M55 Geophysica
research jet

Scout 3 probes
ozone secrets
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For more information on Scout 3 see:
www.ozone-sec.ch.com.ac.uk/
scout_o3
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Vimalee Vivatanakulpanit

from Thai Rath newspaper
travelled to Lamphun province
recently to see how an
EU-funded initiative is helping
the local authority manage its
environmental problems.

When talking about EU-Thai relations,
many people might only think of trade, as
the EU is one of Thailand's biggest export
markets.

Actually there are many other kinds of
activities implemented under social pro-
grammes initiated and supported by

Going Green ||

in Lamphun
auudvdu
AU~ VIDNAD

the EU. These activities are however not
so well known.

One such programme is ‘Asia Urbs’
launched in 1998 to support cooperation
between local authorities of the EU
member states and fifteen countries in
Asia. The Programme aims at improving
the urban environment and quality of life.

In Thailand, Lamphun is one of the prov-
inces that have benefited from this
Programme.

Under the impetus of Prapat Poochareon,
the Mayor of Lamphun Municipality,
Thailand’s smallest Northern Province was
selected to join the Programme with two
European partners; the Municipality of
Sorgue from France and the Municipality
of Wettenburg from Germany.

Entering the Programme in 2004, Lam-
phun aims to have its own ‘Integrated
Urban Environment Plan’ that will lead to
sustainable environmental preservation,
rehabilitation and management.

It is encouraging to see the effort of
Lamphun Municipality in managing its
environmental problems. These include
educating people on waste separation,
making compost from household organic
waste, creating garbage banks in schools

or building a wastewater treatment plant
to cut pollution in the Kuang river.

Partners from France and Germany seem
to be very content with the progress
made by the Project which ends in March.
Representatives from Sorgue Municipa-
lity expressed that they had learned
much from Thailand although its people
have long been aware of environmental
problems.

Meanwhile, Thailand has benefited from
the Programme through financial support,
and exchange of technology, know-how
and management skills.

Environmental management is not just one

Waste not, want not...garbage banks
create value from rubbish

person’s responsibility. Everybody has to
contribute. Community leaders must also
have vision in supporting actions in this
area.

If you don't know how to start, why not
create a sense of environmental ownership
as people in Lamphun are doing?
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HM The Queen receives a garland from Mrs Pamela Hamburger, wife of the Head of Delegation

Europe and Thailand-United Through Music

Her Majesty the Queen presided over “Europe and Thailand: United Through Music” a charity
concert organised by the Delegation on 8" December. The event featured Thai pianist Indhuon
Srikaranonda and European violinist Wolfgang David and was held as a tribute to His Majesty the
King in celebration of the 60" Anniversary of His Accession to the Throne.
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The Delegation of
the European Commission

The European Commission’s Delegations are
diplomatic missions and represent European
interests in many areas. They do not dupli-
cate the activities of the embassies of the
European Union Member States; instead they
take the lead in areas that are dealt with at
the European, rather than the national level.

Should you require
more information please see:
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19th Floor, Kian Gwan House 2
140/1 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330

T 19 DIAALUNIU 2
140/1 D3Il NTIMN 10330

Tel 02305 2600/2700
Fax 0 22559113
E-mail: delegation-thailand@cec.eu.int
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External Relations




